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TESTIMONY FOR THE CHURCH.

Willing Obedience. .

ABRAHAM was an old man when he re-
ceived the startling command from God to
offer up his son Isaac for a burnt offering.
Abraham was considered an old man even in
his generation. The ardor of his youth had
faded away. It was no longer easy for him
to endure hardships and brave dangers. In
the vigor of youth man may breast the storm
with a proud consciousness of strength, and
rise above discouragements that would cause
his heart to fail later in life when his steps
are faltering towards the grave.

But God in his providence veserved his
last most trying test for Abraham, until the
burden of years was heavy upon him and he
longed for rest from anxiety and toil. The
Lord spoke unto him, saying, ‘Take now
thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou
lovest, and offer him for a burnt-offering.”
The heart of the old mun stood still with
horror. The loss of such a son by disease
would have been most heart-rending to the
fond father, it would have bowed his whit-
ened head with sorrow ; but now he is com-
manded to shed the precious blood of that
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son with his own hand. It seemed to him a
fearful impossibility.

Yet God bad spoken and his word must be
obeyed. Abrakain was stricken in years, but
this did not excuse him from his duty. He
grasped the staff of faith, and in dumb agony,
took his child by the hand, beautiful in the
rosy health of youth, and went out to obey
the word of God. The grand old patriarch
was human; his passions and attachments
were like unto ours; be loved this boy who
was the solace of his old age, and unto whom
the promise of the Lord had been given.

But Abrakum did not stop to question how
God’s promises could be fulfilled if Isaac was
slain, he did not stay to reason with his ach-
ing heart; but he carried out the divine
command to the very letter, till, just as the
knife is about to be plunged into the quiv-
ering flesh of the child, the word came, *‘ Lay
not thine hand apon the lad,” *“for now I know
that thou fearvest God, seeing that thou hast
not withheld thy son, thine only son, from me.”

This great act of faith is pencilled on the
pages of sacred history to shine forth upon
the world as an illustrious example to the
end of time. Abraham did not plead that
his old age should excuse him from obeying
God. He did not say, “ My hairs are giay,
the vigor of my manhood is gone; who will
comfort my waning life when Isaac 1s no
more? How can an aged father spill the
blood of an only son%”

No; God had spoken, and man must obey
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without questioning or murmuring or faint-
ing by the way. We need the faith of
Abraham in our churches to-day, to lighten
the darkness that gathers round them, shut-
ting out tlie sweet sunlight of God’s love, and
dwarfing spiritual growth.

Age will never excuse us from obey-
ing God. Our faith should be prolific of
good works, for faith without works is
dead. Every duty performed, every sacri-
fice in the name of Jesus, brings an exceed-
ing great reward.  In the very act of duty,
God speiks and gives Lis blessing. But he
requires of us an entire surrender of the fac-
ulties. The mind and heart, the whole being

niust ~n to him, or we fall short of be-
Coult: - Christian,
C ithheld nothing from man that

. him eternal riches. He has
viie earth with beauty and furnished
. s use and comfort during his tem-
) «t iife. He has given his son to die for
tl : iedemption of a world that had fallen
tl rough sin and folly. Such matchless love,
such infinite sacrifice claims our strictest
obedience, our holiest love, our unbounded
faith. Yet all these virtues, exercised to
their fullest, can never be commensurate with
the great sacrifice that has been offered
for us. A
God requires prompt and unquestioning
obedience of his law. But men are asleep or
paralyzed by the deceptions of Satan who
suggests excuses and subterfuges, and con-
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quers their scruples, saying as he did to Eve
in the garden, “Ye shall not surely die.”
Disobedience not only hardens the heart and
conscience of the guilty one, but it tends to
corrupt the fauith of others. That which
looked very wrong to them at first, gradually
loses this appearance by being constantly be-
fore them, till finally they question whether
it is really sin, and uncousciously fall into the
suine error.

Through Samuel, God commanded Saul to
go and smite the Amalekites and utterly de-
stroy all their possessions. But Saul only
partially obeyed the command ; he destroyed
the inferior cattle, but reserved the best, and
spared the wicked king. The next day he
met the prophet Samue: with tattering self-
congratulations: Said he, ¢ Blessed be thou
of the Lord, I have performed the command-
ment of the Lord.” But the prophet imme-
diately answered, ¢ What meaneth then this
bleating of the sheep in mnine ears, and the
lowing of the oxen which I hear $”

Saul was coufused and sought to shirk
responsibility by answering, “ Zhey have
brought them from the Amalekites, for the
people spared the best of the sheep and of the
oxen, to sacritice unto the Lord thy God, and
the rest we have utterly destroyed.” Samuel
then reproved the king, reminding him of
the explicit commands of God, directing him
to destroy all things belonging to Amalek.
He pointed out his transgressions and de-
clared that he had disobeyed the Lord, But
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Saul refused to acknowledge that he had
done wrong; he again excused his sin by
pleading that he had reserved the best cattle
to sacrifice unto the Lord.

Samuel was grieved to the heart by the
persistency with which the king refused to
see his sin and confess it. He sorrowfully
asked, “ Hath the Lord as great delight in
burnt offerings and sacrifices as‘in obeying
the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is
better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the
fat of rams. Xor rebellion is as the sin of
witcheraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity
and 1idolatry. Because thou hast rejected
the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected
thee from being king.”

We should not look in the face of duty
and delay meeting its demands. Such delay
gives time for doubts, unbelief creeps in, the
judgment is perverted, the understanding
darkencd. At length the reproofs of God’s
Spirit do not reach the heart of the deluded
person, who has become -so blinded as to
think that they cannot possibly be intended
for him or apply to his case.

The precious time of probation is passing,
and few realize that it is given them for the
purpose of preparing for eternity. The gol-
den hours are squandered in worldly pursuits,
in pleasure, in absolute sin. God’s law 1is
slighted and forgotten, yet every statute is
none the less binding. Every transgression
will bring its punishment. Worldly iove of

guin desccrates the Sabbath, yet the claims
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of that holy day are not abrogated or less-
ened. God's command 1s clear and ungues-
tionable on this point; ke has peremptorily
forbidden us to labor upon the seventh day.
He hus set it upart as a day sanctified to
himself.

Mauny are the hindrances that lay in the
path of those who would follow in obedience
the commandments of God. There are
strong and subtle influences that bind them
to the ways of the world; but the power of
the Lord can break these chains. He will
remove every obstacle from before the feet of
his faithful ones, or give the:n strength and
courage to conquer every difficulty, if they
earnestly beseech his help. All hindrances
will vanish before an earnest desire and per-
sistent effort to do the will of God at any
cost to self, even if life itself is sacrificed.
Light from Heaven will illuminate the dark-
ness of those, who, in trial and perplexity, go
forward looking unto Jesus as the author
and finisher of their faith.

In ancient times God spuke to men by the
mouths of prophets and apostles. In these
days he speaks to them by the testimonies of
his Spirit. There was never a time when
God 1more earnestly instructed his people
concerning his will, and the course that he
would have them pursue, than now. But
will they profit by his teachings, will they
receive his reproofs and heed his warnings?
God will accept of no partial obedience nor
sanction any compromise with self,



The Twelve Spies.

THE Lord commanded Moses to send men
to search the land of Canaan, which he
would give unto the children of Israel. A
ruler of each tribe was to be selected for this
purpose. They went, and after forty days
returned from their search, and came before
Moses and Aaron, and all the congregation
of Israel, and showed them the fruit of the
land. All agreed thut it was a good land,
and they exhibited the rich fruit which they
had brought as evidence. One cluster of
grapes was so large that two men carried it
between them on a staff. They also brought
of the figs, and the pomegranates, which grew
there in abundance. After they had bpoken
of the fertility of the land, all but two spoke
very discouragingly of their being able to
possess it. They said that the people were
very strong that dwelt in the land, and the
cities were surrounded with great and high
wills, and, more than all this, they saw the
chiliiren of the giant Anak there. They
then .described how the people were sit-
uated around Canaan, and the impossibility
of their ever being able to possess it.

As the people listened to this report, they
gave vent to their disappointment with
bitter reproaches and wailing. They did not
wait, and reflect, and reason that God, who
had brought them out thus far, would cer-
tainly give them the land. They left God
out of the question. They acted as though
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in the taking of the city of Jericho, the key
to the land of Canaan, they must depend
solely on the power of arms.  God Lad de-
clared that he would give themn the country,
and they should have fully trusted him to
fulfill his word. But their unsubdued hearts
were not in harmony with his plans.  They
did not vetlect how wonderfully he had
wrought in their behalf, bringing them out
of their Egyptian bondage, cutting a path
for them through the waters of the sea, and
destroying the pursuing host of Pharaoh.

In their unbelief they were limiting the
work of (o, and distrusting the hand that
had hitherto sufely guided them. In thisin-
stance they repeated their former error of
murmuring against Moses and Aaron. “This,
then, is the end of all our high hopes,”
said they. ¢ This is the land we have trav-
eled all the way from Egypt to possess.”
They blamed their leaders with bringing
trouble upon Israel, and again charged them
with deceiving and leading their  people
astray. Moses and Aaron lay prostrate be-
fore God, their fuces in"the dust.

Caleb and Joshua, the two who, of all the
twelve spics, trusted in the word of God,
rent their clothies in distress, when they per-
ceived that these, unfavorable reports had
discouraged the whole camp. They endeav-
ored to reasen with them, but the congrega-
tion were filled with madness and disappoint-
ment, and refused to listen to these two men.
Finzdly Caleb urged his way to the front, and
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his clear, ringing voice was heard above all
the clamor of the multitude. He opposed
the cowardly views of his fellow-spies, which
had weakened the faith and courage of all
Israel.

He commanded the attention of the peo--
ple, and they hushed their complaints for a
mowment to listen to him. He spoke of the
land he had visited. Said he, ¢ Let us go up
at once; for we are well able tqovercome it.”
But as he spoke, the unfaithful spies inter-
rupted him, crying, “ We be not able to go
up agaiust this people, for they are stronger
than we 1”7

These men, starting upon a wrong course,
set their hearts against God, against Moses
and Aaron, and against Caleb and Joshua.
Every step they advanced in this wrong di-
rection made them firmer in their design to
discourage every attempt to possess the land
of Canaan. "They distorted the truth in or-
der to carry their baneful influence. They
represented the climate as being unhealthful,
and all the people of giant stature. Said
they, “ Aud there we saw the giants, the sons
of the giants, the sons of Anak, which came
of the giants, and we were in our own sight
ns grasshoppers, and so we were in their
sight.”

This was not only an evil, but a lying re-
port. It was contradictory ; for if the land
was unhealthy and “had eaten up the inhab-
itants,” how was it that they attained to
such massive proportions. When men in
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responsible positions yield their hearts to un-
belief, there are no bounds to the advance
they will make in evil. Few realize, when
they start upon this dangerous course, the
length that Satan will lead them.

The evil report had a terrible effect upon
the people. They reproached Moses and
Aaron bitterly. Some groaned and wailed,
saying, “ Would God that we haddied 1n the
land of Egypt! or, Would God we had
died in the wilderness " Then their feelings
rose against the Lord, they wept and mourned,
saying,  Wherefore hath the Lord brought
us unto this land, to full by the sword, that
our wives and our children should be a prey?
Were it not better for us to return into Egypt?
And they said one to another: Let us make
a captain, and let us return into Egypt.”

Thus they manifested their disrespect for
God and for the leaders he had appointed to
conduct them. They did not ask the Lord
what they should do, but said, “Let us make
a cuptain.”  They took matters in their own
hands, feeling themselves competent to man-
age their affuirs without divine aid. They
not only accused Moses of deception, but al-
50 God, in promising a land which they were
not able to possess. They actually went so
far as to appoint oife of their number as a
captain, to lead them back to the land of their
suffering and bondage, from which God had
delivered them with his strong arm of om-
nipotence.

Moses and Aaron still remained prostrate
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before God in the presence of all the assem-
bly, silently imploring divine mercy for re-
bellious Israel. Their distress was too deep
for words. Again Caleb and Joshua press
to the front, and the volice of Caleb once
more rises in sorrowful earnestness above the
complaints of the congregation. '

“The land which wepassed throughtosearch
it, is an exceeding good land. If the Lord
delight in us, then he will bring us into this
land, and give it us; a land that floweth with
milk and honey; only rebel not ye against
the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the
land ; for they ave bread for us. Their de-
fense is departed from them, and the Lord is
with us. Fear them not.”

The Canaanites had filled up the measure
of their ini({gty, and the Lord would no
longer bear. with them. His defense be-
ing removed from them, they would full an
easy pray to the Hebrews. They were not
prepared for battle, for they felt so strong
that they deceived thewselves with the idea
that no army was formidable enough to pre-
vall against them.  Caleb reminded the peo-
ple that by the covenant of God the land
was insured to Israel. But their hearts were
tilled with madness and they would hear no
more. If only the two men had brought the
evil report, and all the ten had encouraged
them to possess the land in the name of the
Lord, they would still have taken the advice
of the two in preference to the ten, because
of their wicked unbelief.

L 4
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But there were only two advocating the
right, while ten were in open rebellion against
their leaders and against God. The greatest
excitement now raged among the people, their
worst passivns were aroused, and they re-
fused to listen to reason. The ten unfaithful
sples join them in their denunciations of
Caleb and Joshua, and the cry is raised to
stone them. The insane mob seize missiles
with which to slay those faithful men. They
rush forward with yells of madness, when,
Lo ! the stones drop from their hands, a
hush falls upon them, and they shake with
terror.  God has interposed to check their
rash design. The glory of his presence, like
a flame of light, illuminates the tabernacle.
All the congregation behold the signal of the
Lord.

A mightier one than they, had revealed
himself, and not one dared coutinue his re-
sistance.  Every murmurer was silenced.
The spies who had brought the evil report,
crouched terror-stricken and with bated
breath. Moses now arose from his humili-
ating position and entered the tabernacle, to
commune with God. Then the Lord pro-
posed to immediately destroy this rebellious
people. e desired to make of Moses a
greater nation than Israel; but the meek
leader of his people would not consent to
this proposition. “And Moses said unto the
Lord, Then the Egyptians shall hear it, for
thou broughtest up this people in thy might
from among them ; and they will tell 1t to
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the inhabitants of this land, for they have
Lieard that thou, Lord, art among this people,
that thou, Lord, art seen face to face, and
that thy cloud standeth over them, and that
thou goest before them, by daytime in a pillar
of cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night.
Now, if thou shalt kill all this people as one
man, then the nations which have heard the
fame of thee will speak, saying, Because the
Lord was not able to bring this people into
the land which he sware unto them, there-
fore he hath slain them in the wilderness.”

Mosggs again refuses to have Israel des-
troyed, and liinself made a mightier nation
than was Istael. This favored servant of
God manifests his love for Israel, and shows
his zcul for the glovy of his Master, and the
honor of his people. Thou hast forgiven this
people from lgypt even until now, thou hast
been long-suffering and merciful hitherto to-
ward this ungrateful nation; and however
unworthy they may be, thy mercy isghe
same. He pleads, Wilt thou not, therefore,
spare them this once, and add this one more
instance of divine patience to the many thou
hast already given? -

Moses prevailed with God to spare the
people ; but hecause of their arrogance and
unbehef the Lord could not go with them
to work in a miraculous manner in their be-
half. Therefore, in his divine mercy, he
bade thewmn adopt the safest course, and turn
back into the wilderness, towards the Red
Sea. He also decreed that, as a punishment
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for their rebellion, all the adults who left
Egypt, with the exception of Caleb and
Joshua, should be forever excluded from
Canaan. They had utterly failed to keep
their promise of obedienze to God, and this
released him from the covenant that they
bhad so repeatedly violated. He promised
that their children should possess the goodly
land, but their own bodies should be buried
in the wilderness. And the ten unfaithful
spies, whose evil report had caused Israel to
murmur and rebel, weve «lestroyed by the
power of God, before the eyes of the people.

When Moses made known to Israel the
will of God concerning them, they seemed to
sincerely repent of their sinful conduct. But
the Lord knew that their sorrow was be-
cause of the result of their evil course, rather
than a deep sense of their ingratitude and
disobedience. But their repentance came too
late ; the just anger of God was awakened,
and their doom was pronounced from which
there was no reprieve. When they found
that the Lord would not relent in his decree,
their self-will again arose, and they declared
that they would not return into the wilder-
ness. : '

In commanding them to retire from the
land of their enemies, God tested their ap-
parent submission and found it was not real.
They knew that they had deeply sinned in
allowing their rash feelings to control them,
and seeking to slay the spies who had urged
them to obey God. DBut they were only ter-
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rified to find that they had made a fearful
mistake, the consequences of which would
prove disastrous to themselves. Their hearts
were unchanged, and they only nceded an
excuse to occasion a similar outbreak. This
presented itself when Moses, by the authority
of God, commanded them to go back into the
wilderness. »

They had rebelled against his commands,
when he bade them go up and take the land
he had promised them, and now, that he di-
rected them to retreut from it, they were
equally insubordinate, and declared they
would go to buttle with their enemies, They
arrayed themselves in their warriors dress
and armor, and presented themselves before
Moses, prepared for conflict, in their own es-
timation, but sadly deficient in the sight of
God and his sorrowful servant. They re-
fused to listen ta the solemn warnings of
their Yeaders that disaster and death would
be the consequence of their audacity.

When God directed them to go up and
take Jericho, he promised to go with them.
The ark cantaining his law was to be a sym-
bol of himself. Moses and Aaron, God's ap-
pointed leaders, were to conduct the expedi-
tion under his watchful direction. With
such supervision, no harm could have come
to them. Butnow, contrary to the command
of God, and the solemn prohibition of their
leaders, without the ark of God and without
Moses, they march out to mect the armies of
the enewmy. S R

Testimeny 27. 2
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During the time consumed by the Is-
raelites in their wicked insubordination, the
Amalekites and Canaanites had prepared for
battle. The Israelites presumptuously chal-
lenged the foe that had not dared to attack
them. DBut just as they had fairly entered
the enemy’s territory, the Amalekites and
Canaanites met them in force and fiercely re-
pulsed them, driving them back with great
loss. The field of carnage was red with the
blood of the Hebrews, and their dead bodies
strewed the ground. They were utterly
routed and defeated. Destruction and death
was the result of their rebellious experiment.

But the faith of Caleb and Joshua was
richly rewarded. According to his word,
God brought these faithful two into the land
he had promised to them. The cowards and
rebels perished in the wilderness, but the
righteous spies did eat of the grapes of
Eschol.

The history of the twelve spies’ report has
an application to us as a people. The scenes
of cowardly complaining and drawing back
from action when ‘here are risks to en-
counter, are re-enacted among us to-day.
The same unwillingness is manifested to heed
faithful reports and true counsel, as in the
days of Caleb and Joshua. The servants of
God, who bear the burden of his cause, prac-
ticing strict self-denial and suffering privation
for the sake of helping his people, are seldom
better appreciated now than then.

Ancient Israel was repeatedly tested and

F .
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found wanting. Few received the faithful
warnings given them of God. Darkness and
unbelief does not decrease as we near the
time of the second advent of Christ. Truth
becomes less and less palatable to the carnal-
minded; their hearts are slow to believe, and
tardy to repent. The servants of God might
well become discouraged, were it not for the
continual evidences their Master gives them
of his wisdom and assistance. Long has the
Lord borne with his people. He has forgiven
their wanderings, and waited for them to
give him room in their hearts; but false ideas,
jeaMbusy and distrust have crowded him out.

Few who are professedly of Israel, and
whose minds have been enlightened by the
revelations of divine wisdom, dare to come
boldly forward, as did Caleb, and stand firm-
ly for God and the right. Because those
whom the: Lord has chosen to conduct his
wonk, will not be swerved from the course of
integrity, to gratify the selfish and unconse-
crated, they become the target for hatred and
malicious falsehood. Satan is wide awake
and working warily in these last days. God
calls for men of spiritual nerve and stamina

- to resist his artifices.

Thorough conversion is necessary among
those who profess to believe the truth, in
order for them to follow Jesus, and obey the
will of God. Not a submission born of cir-
custances as was that of the terrified Israel-
ites, when the power of the Infinite was re-
v ealed to them, but a deep and heart-felt re-
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pentance and renunciation of sin. Those
who are but half-converted, are as a tree
whose boughs hang upon the side of truth,
but whose roots, firmly bedded in the earth,
strike out into the barren soil of the world.
Jesus looks in vain for fruit upon its branch-
es, he finds nothing but leaves,

Thousands would accept the truth, if they
could do so without denying self; but this
class would never build up the cause of God.
These would never march out valiantly against
the enemy, which is the world, the love of
self and the lusts of the flesh, trusting their
divine Leader to give thewm the victory. The
church needs faithful Calebs and Joshuas,
who are ready to accept eternal life on God’s
simple conditions of obedience. Our churches
are suffering for luborers.  The world is our
field. Missionaries are wanted in cities and
villages that are more certainly bound by
idolatry than the pagans of the East, who
have never secn the light of truth. The true
missionary spirit has deserted the churches
that make so exalted a profession; their
hearts are no longer aglow with love for souls,
and a desire to lead them into the fold of
Christ. We want earnest workers. Are
there none to respond to ‘the ery that goes
up from every quarter: “Come over and
help us ”

Can those who proféss to be the repositories
of God’s law, and who look for the soon
coming of Jesus in the clouds of heaven,
stand acquitted of the blood of souls,if they
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turn a deaf ear to-the crying needs of the
*people who walk in shadows?t There are
books to prepare and to distribute, there are
lessons to give, there are self-sacrificing duties
to perform!  Who will come to the rescue ?
Who will, for Christ’s sake, deny self and
spread the light to those who sit in durkness?

The Taking of Jericho.

AFTER the death of Moses, Joshua was ap-
poin&ed the leader of Israel, to conduct them
to ‘the promised land. He had been prime
minister to Moses during the greater part of
the time the Israelites had wandered in the
wildernegs. He had seen the wonderful
works of God wrought by Moses, and well
understood the disposition of the people. He
one of the twelve spies who were sent
out to search for the promised land, and one
of the two who gave a faithful account of its
richness, and who encouraged the people to
2o up and possess it in the strength of God.
He was well qualitied for Lis Important office.
.1U1e Lord promised Joshua to be with him as
1e had been with Moses, and he would muake
Canaan an easy conquest to him, provided
he would be faithful to observe a.ll his com-
mandments.

Joshua had been anxious concerning the
execution of his commission to lead the
people into the land of Canaan; but this
assurance rémoved his fears. He commanded
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the children of Israel to make ready for a
three-days’ journey, and all the men of war
to prepare for battle. “And they answered
Joshua, saying, All that thou commwandest us
we will do, and whithersoever thou sendest
us, we will go. According as we hearkened
unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken
unto thee; only the Lord thy God be with
thee, as he was with Moses. Whosoever he
be that doth rebel against thy command-
ment, and will not hecarken unto thy words
in all that thou commandest him, lLe shall be
put to death; only be strong and of a good
courage.”

God willed that the passage of the Israel-
ites over Jordan should be miraculous.
Joshua commanded the people to sunctify
themselves, for upon the morrow the Lord
would do wonders among them. At the ap-
pointed time, he directed the priests to take
up the ark containing the law of Ziod, and
bear it before the people.  “And the Levd said
unto Joshua, this day will I begin to mag-
nify thee in the sight of all Isvael, thay they
may know that, as I was with Moses, so I
will be with thee.”

The priests obeyed the comrnmands of
their leader aind went before the yeople carry-
ing the ark of the covenant. The Hebrew
host took up the line of march and followed
this symbol of the divine presence.

The wide column filed down the bank of
Jordan, and, as the feet of the priests were
dipped in the brim of the river, the water was
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cut off from above, the volume below rolled
on, leaving the bed of the stream dry. The
priests passed on bearing the ark of God, and
Israel followed in the rear. Half way over
Jordan the priests were commanded to stand
still in the channel of the river, till all the
Hebrew host had crossed over. This was to
impress upon their minds more forcibly the
fact that the power which stayed the waters
of Jordan was the same that enabled their
fathers to cross the Red Sea forty years be-
fore.

Many who passed through the Red Sea
whén they were children, now, by a similar
miracle, crossed over Jordan, men of war
equipped for battle. After the host of Israel
had all passed over, Joshua commanded the
priests fo come up out of the river. When
they, bearing the ark of the covenant, stood
safe upon the farther shore, God removed his
mighty hand, and the accumulated waters
rushed down, a mighty cataract in the natu-
ral channel of the stream. Jordan rolled on,
a resistless flood, overflowing all its banks.

. But before the priests had come up
out*of the river, that this wonderful mir-
acle might never be forgotten, the Lord
bade Joshua select men of note from each
tribe to take up stones from the spot in the
river-bed where the priests had stood, and
bear them upon their shoulders to Gilgal, and
there erect a monument in remembrance of
the fact that God bhad caused Israel to pass
over Jordan upon dry land. This would be
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a continual reminder of the miracle the Lord
had worked for them. As years passed on,
their children would inquire concerning the
monument, and they would recount to them
this wounderful history again and again, till it
would be indelibly impressed upon their
minds to the latest generation.

When all the kings of the Amorites, and
the kings of the Canaanites heard that the
Lord had stayed the waters of Jordan before
the children of Israel, their hearts melted
with fear. The Israelites had slain two of
the kings of Moab, and their miraculous
passage over the swollen and impetuous Jor-
dan filled them with great terror. Joshua
then circumcised all the people which had
been born in the wilderness. After this cere-
mony, they kept the passover in the plains of
Jericho. “And the Lord said unto Joshua,
This day have I rolled away the reproach of
Egypt from off you.”

Heathen nations had reproached the Lord
and his people because the Hebrews had
failed to possess the land of Canaan, which
they expected to inherit soon after leaving
Egypt. Their enemies had triumphed be-
cause Israel had wandered so long in the wil-
derness, and they proudly lifted themselves
up against God, declaring that he was not
able to lead them into the land of Canaan.
The Lord had now signally manifested his
power and favor, in leading his people over
Jordan on dry land, and their enemies could
no longer reproach themi. *The manna, which
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had continued up to this time, now ceased as
the Israelites were about to possess Canaan
and eat of the fruits of that goodly land, so
there was no more need of it.

As Joshua withdrew from the armies of
Israel to meditate and pray for God’s special
presence to attend him, he saw a man of
lofty stature, clad in war-like garments, with
drawn sword in his hand. Joshua did not
recognize him as one of the warriors of
Isracl,#nd yet he had no appearance of be-
ing an enemy. In his zeal he accosted him,
saying, “Art thou fov us, or for our adversa-
ries ¥ And he said, Nay; but as Captain of
the host of “the Lord am I now come. And
Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did
worship, and said unto him, What saith my
Lord umko his servant? And the Captain of
the Lord’s host said unto Joshua, Loose thy
shoe from off thy foot, for the place whereon
thou standest is holy.. And Joshua did so.”

The glory of God hallowed the sanctuary,
and for this reason the priests never entered
the place sanctified by God’s presence with
shoes upon their feet. Particles of dust
nmight cleave to them, which would desecrate
the holy place. Therefore the priests were
required to leave their shoes in the court, be-
fore entering the sanctuary. In the court,
beside the door of the tabernacle, stood a
brazen laver, wherein the priests washed
their hands and their feet before entering the
tabernacle, that all impurity might be re-
moved. Allwhoofficiatedinthesanctuary were
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required of God to make special preparation
before entering the place where his glory
was revealed.

It was the Son of God who stood as an
armed warrior before the ltader of Israel. It
was the One who had conducted the Hebrews
through the wilderness, enshrouded in a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by
night.

In order to convey to the mind of Joshua
that he was no less than Christ, the Exalted
One, he says, ‘“ Put off thy shoe from off thy
foot.” He then instructed Joshua what
course to pursue in order to take Jericho.
All the n:en of war should be commanded to
compass the city once each day for six days,
and on the seventh day they should march
around Jericho seven times.

Accordingly Joshua gave orders to the
priests and the people as the Lord directed
him. He marshalled the hosts of Israel in
perfect order. .

First was a select body of armed men, clad
in their war-like dress; not now to exercise
their skill in arms, but on]y to believe and
obey the dlrectlons given them. Next fol-
lowed seven priests “with trumpets. Then
came the ark of God, glittering with gold, a
halo of glory hovering over it, borne by
priests in the rich and peculiar dress denoting
their sacred office. The vast army of Israel
- followed in perfect order,.each tribe under its
respective standard. Thus they compass the
city with the ark of God. No sound was
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heard but the tread of that mighty host and
the solemn voice of the trumpets, echoing
among the hills and resounding through the
streets of Jericho.

With wonder and alarm the watchmen of
the doomed city marked every move, and re-
ported to those in authority. They could
not imagine what all this display meant.
Jericho hggd defied the armies of Israel and
the God of heaven; but when they beheld
that mighty host marchinyg around their city
once each day, in all the pomp and majesty
of war, with the added grandeur of the
sacred ark and the attendant priests, the im-
pressive mystery of the scene struck terror
to the heaxts of princes and people. Then
again they would inspect their strong de-
fenses, feeling certain they could successfully
resist the most powerful attack. Many ridi-
culed the idea that any barm could come to
them through these singular demonstrations
on the part of their enemies. But others
were awed as they beheld the maje§ty and
splendor of the procession that each day
wound grandly about the city. They remem-
bered that forty years before the Red Sea
had parted before this people, that a passage
had just been opened for them through the
river Jordan. They knew not what farther
wonders God might work for them. They
kept their gates carefully closed, and guarded
them with mighty warriors.

For six days the host of Israel performed
their circuit around the city. The seventh
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day came, and with the first dawn of light,
Joshua marshalled the armies of the Lord.
Now they were directed to march seven times
around Jericho, and at a mighty note of the
trumpets to shout with a loud voice, for God
had then given them the city.

The imposing army marched solemnly
around the devoted walls. The resplendent
ark of God lighting the early dusk of
morning, the pricsts with their glittering
breast-plates and jeweled badges, and the
warriors with their flashing armor, presented
a magnificent pageant. They were silent as
the dead, save the mecasured tread of many
feet, and the occasional blare of the trumpet,
cutting the blank stillness of the early
morning. The massive walls of solid stone
frowned durkly down, defying the sicge of
men.

Suddenly the vast army halts. The trum-
pets break forth in a blast that shakes the
very earth. The united voices of all Israel
rend the air with a mighty shout. The walls
of solid stone with their massive towers and
battlements totter and heave from their foun-
dations, and, with a crash like a thousand
thunders, fall in shapeless ruin to the earth.
The inhabitants and the army of the enemy,
paralyzed with terror and amazement, offer no
resistance, and Israel marches in and takes
captive the mighty city of Jericho.

How casily the armies of Heaven brought
down the walls that had seemed so formid-
able to the spies who brought the false re-
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port. The word of God was the only weapon
used. The Mighty One of Israel had said,
“J have given Jericho into thine hand.” 1f
a single warrior had brought his strength
to bear against the walls, ‘the glory of God
would have been lessened and his will frus-
trated. But the work was left to the Al-
mighty; and had the foundation of the battle-
ments begn laid in the center of the earth
and their summits reached the arch of heaven,
the result would have been all the same,
when the Captain of the Lord’s host led his
legions of angels to the attack.

Long had God designed to give the city of
Jericho to his favored people, and magnify
his name, among the nations of the earth.
Forty years before, when he led Israel out of
bondage, he had proposed to give them the
land of Canaan. But, by their wicked mur-
murings and jealousy, they had provoked his
wrath, and he had caused them to wander for
weary years in the wilderness till all those
who had insulted him with their unbelief were
no more. In the capture of Jericho God de-
clared to the Hebrews that their fathers might
have possessed the city forty years before,
_ had they trusted in him &€ did their children.

The history of ancient Israel is written
for our benefit. Paul says, ¢ But with'many
of them God was not well pleased, for they
were overthrown in the wilderness. Now
these things were our examples, to the in-
tent we should not lust after evil things, as
they also lusted,”  “Now all these things’
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happened unto them for ensamples, and they
are written for our admonition, upon whom
the ends of the world are come. Wherefore
let him that thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall.”

Many who profess to keep God’s command-
ments, as did ancient Israel, have hearts of
unbelief, while outwardly observing the stat-
utes of God. Favored with great light and
precious privileges, they will nevertheless
lose the heavenly Canaan, even as the rebell-
ious Israelites failed to enter the earthly
Canaan that God had promised them as the
reward of their obedience.

As a people we lack faith. Few would in
these days follow the directions of God,
through his chosen servant, as obediently as
did the armies of Israel at the taking of
Jericho. The Captain of the Lord’s host did
not reveal himself to all the congregation.
He communicated only with Joshua, who re-
lated the story of this interview to the He-
brews. It rested with them to believe or
doubt the words of Joshua, to follow the
commands given-by him in the name of the
Captain of the Lord’s host, or to rebel against
his directions and deny his authority.

They could not see the host of angels,
marshalled by the Son of God who led their
van ; and they might'have reasoned: “What
unmeaning movements, are these, and how
ridiculous the performance of marching daily
around the walls of the city, blowing trum-
pets of rams’ horns meanwhile! This can
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have no effect upon those strong and tower-
ing fortifications.” '

But the very plan of continuing this cere-
‘mony through so long a time prior to the
final overthrow of the walls, afforded oppor-
tunity for the increase of faith among the
Israclitger They were to become thoroughly
impressed with the idea that their strength
was not in.the wisdom of man, nor in his
might, but only in the God of their salvation.
They were thus to become accustomed to
_putting themselves out of the question and
relying wholly upon their divine Leader.

Would those who to-day profess to be God’s
people conduct themselves thus, under simi-
lar circumstances? Doubtless many would
wish to follow out their own plans, would:
suggest ways and weans of accomplishing the
desired end. They would be loth to submit
to so simple an arrangement, and one that
reflected no glory upon themselves, save the
merit of obedience. They would also ques-
tion the possibility of a mighty city being
conquered in that manner. But the law of
duty is supreme. It should wield authority
over human reason. [Faith is the living
power that presses through every barrier,
overrides all obstacles, and plants its banner
in the heart of the enemy’s camp.

God will do marvelous things for those
who trust in him. The reason that his pro-
fessed people have no more strength, is be-
cause they trust so much to their own wis-
dom, and do not give the Lord an opportuni.




32

ty to reveal his power in their behalf. He
will help his believing children in every
emergency if they will place their entire con-
fidence in him, and implicitly obey him.

There are deep mysteries in the Word of
God, there are unexplainable mysteries in
his providences, there are mysteries in the
plan of salvation that man can not fathom.
But the finite mind, strong in its desire to
satisfy its curiosity, and solve the problems
of infinity, neglects to follow the plain course
indicated by the revealed will of God, and
pries into the secrets hidden since the foun-
dation of the world. Man builds his theo-
ries, loses the simplicity of true faith, be-
conies too self-important to believe the decla-
rations of the Lord, and hedges himself in
with his own conceits.

Many who profess our faith are in this
position. They are weak and powerless be-
cause they trust in their own strength. God
works mightily for a faithful people, who
obey his word without questioning or doubt.
The Majesty of Heaven, with his army of
angels, leveled the walls of Jericho, with no .
human aid. All the armed warriors of Is-
racl had no cause to glory in their achieve-
ments.  All was done through the power of
God. Let the people give up self, and the
desire to work after their own plans, let
them humbly submit to the divine will, and
God will revive his strength and bring free-
dom and victory to his children,
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Jeremiah.

» Tue Lovd gave Jeremiah a message of re-
proof to hgar tohis people, charging them with
the continual rejection of God’s counsel;
saying, “I have spoken unto you, rising
early and speaking ; but ye hearkened not un-
to me. I havesent alsounto you all my ser-
vants the prophets, rising up early and send-
ing them, saying, Return ye now every man
from his evil way, and amend your doings,
and go not after other gods to serve them,
and ye shall dwell in the land which I have
iven to you and to your fathers.”

God plead with them not to provoke him
to anger with the Work of their hands and
hearts; “but they hearkened not.” Jere-
mizh then predicted the captivity of the
Jews, as their punishment for not heeding
the word of the Lord. The Chaldeans were
to be used as the instrument by which God
would chastise his disobedient people. Their
punishment was to be in proportion to their
intelligence, and the warnings they bad de-
spised. God had long delayed his judg-
ments, because of his unwillingness to hu-
miliate his chosen people ; but now he would
visit his displeasure upon them, as a last
effort to check them in their evil course.

In these days he has instituted no new
plan to preserve the purity of his people. He
entreats the erring ones who profess his name,
to repent and turn from their evil ways,

Tostimeny 27. 3
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in the same manner that he did of old. He
predicts the dangers before them, by the
mouth of his chosen servants now as then.
He sounds his note of warning, and reproves
sin just as faithfully as in the days of Jer-
emiah. But the Israel of our time have the
same temptations to scorn reproof and hate
counsel, as did ancient Israel. They too of-
ten turn a deaf car to the words that God
has given his servants for the benetit of those
who profess the truth.  Though the Lord in
mercy withhulds for a time the retribution of
their sin, as in the days of Jeremiah, he will
not always stay his hand, but will visit in-
iguity with righteous judgment.

The Loid commmanded Jeremial to stand in
the court of the Lord’s house, and speak
unto all the people of Judah who cawe there
to worship, those things which he would give
him to speak, diminishing not a word ; that
they might hearken and tarn from their evil
ways. Then God would repent of the pun-
ishment which he had purposed to do unto
them because of their wickedness. The un-
willingness of the Lord to chastise his.
erring people is here vividly shown. He
stays his judgments, he pleaus with them to
return to their allegiance.

He brought them out of bondage that they
might faithfully serve himself, the only true
and living God ; but they had wandered into
idolatry, they had slighted the warnings
given them by his prophets; yet he defers
his* chastisement to give them one more op-
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portunity to repent and avert the retribution
for their sin. Through his chosen prophet,
he now sends them a clear and positive warn-
ing, and lays before them the only course by
which they can escape the punishment which
they deserve. This is a full,repentance of
their sin, and a turning from the evil of
their ways.

The Lord commanded Jeremiah to say
to the people: “Thus saith the Lord: If ye will
not hearken to me,\to walk in my law, which
1 have set before™you, to hearken to the
words of my servants the prophets, whom I
sent unto you, both rising up earlyand send-
ing them, but ye have not hearkened ; then
will I make this house like Shiloh, and will
make this city a curse to all the nations of
the earth.” They understood this reference
to Shiloh, and the time when the Philistines
overcame Israel and the ark of God was taken.

The sin of Eli was in passing lightly over
the iniquity of his sons, who were oc-
cupying sacred offices. The neglect of the
father to reprove and restrain his sons,
brought upon Israel a fearful calamity. The
sons of Eli were slain, Eli himself lost his
life, the ark of God was taken from Israel,
and thirty thousand of their people were
slain. All this was because sin was lightly
regarded, and allowed to remain in their
midst. What a lesson is this to men holding
responsible positions in the church of God!
It adjures them to faithfully remove the
wrongs that dishonor the cause of truth.
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Israel thought, in the days of Samuel, that
the presence of the ark containing the com-
mandments of God, would gain them the
victory over the Philistines, whether or not
they repented of their wicked works. Just
so the Jews, in Jeremiah’s time, believed that
the divinely appointed services of the temple
being strictly observed, would preserve them
from the just punishment of their evil course.

The same danger exists to-day among that
people who profess to be the repository of
God’s law. They are too apt to flatter them-
selves that the regard in which they hold the
commandments should preserve them from
the power of divine justice. They refuse to
be reproved of evil, and blame God’s serv-
ants with being too zealous in putting sin
out of the camp. A sin-hating God calls
upon those who profess to keep his law to
depart from all iniquity. # Neglect to repent
and obey his word will bring as serious con-
sequences upon God’s people to-day, as did
the same sin upon ancient Israel. There isa
limit beyond which he will no longer delay
his judgments. The correction. of God
through his chosen instruments -cannot be
disregarded with impunity. #The desolation
of Jerusalem stands as a solemn warning be-
fore the eyes of modern Israel.

When the priests and the people heard the
message that Jeremiah delivered to them in
the name of the Lord, they were very angry,
and declared that he should die. They were
boisterous in their denunciations of him, cry-
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ing, “ Why hast thou prophesied in the name
of the Lord, saying, This house shall be like
Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without
an inhabitant? And all the people were
gathergsd against Jeremiah in the house of
the Lord.” Thus was the message of God
despised, and the servant with whom he en-
trusted it threatened with death. The
priests, the unfaithfu! prophets, and all the
people turned in wrath upon him who would
not speak to them smooth things and proph-
esy deceit.

The unfaltering servants of God have usu-
ally suffered the “bitterest persecution from
false teachers of religion. But the true
prophets will ever prefer reprcach and even
death rather than unfaithfulness to God.
The Infinite eye is upon the instruments of
divine reproof, and they bear a heavy re-
sponsibility. But God regards the injury
done to them through mlsrepresentatlon
fulsehood or abuse, the same as though it
were done unto himself, and will punish ac-
cordingly.

The princes of Judah had heard concerning
the words of Jeremiah, and came up from
the king’s house, and sat in the entry of the
Lord’s house. “Then spake the priests and
the prophets unto the princes and to all the
people, saying, This man is worthy to die;
for he hath prophesied acramst this city, as
ye have heard with your ears.” But Jere-
miah stood boldly before the princes and the
people declaring, “The Lord sent me to
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prophesy against this house and against this
city all the words which ye have heard.
Therefore now amend your ways and your
doings, and obey the voice of the Lord your
God ; and the Lord will repent him of the
evil that he hath pronounced against you.
As for me, behold, I am in your hand; do
with me as secmeth good and meet unto you.
But know ye for certain, that if ye put me
to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood
upon yourselves, and upon this city, and
upon the inhabitants thereof ; for of a truth
the Lord hath sent me unto you to speak all
these words in your ears.”

Had the prophet been intimidated by the
threats of those in high authority, and the
clamoring of the rabble, his message would
have been without effect, and he would have
lost his life. But the courage with which he
discharged his painful duty commanded the
respect of the people, and turned the princes
of Israel in his favor. Thus God raised up
defenders for his servant. They reasoned
with the priests and false prophets, showing
them how unwise would be the extreme
measures which they advocated. -

The influence of these powerful persons
produced a reaction in the minds of the peo-
ple. Then the elders united in protesting
against the decision of ghe priests regarding
the fate of Jeremiah. They cited the case of
Micah, who prophesied judgments upon Je-
rusalam, sayiug, ¢ Zion shall be plowed like a
field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and
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the mountains of the house as the high places
of a forest.” - They put to them the question :
«Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah
put him at all to death? did he not fear the
Lord, and beseech the Lord, and the Lord
repented him of the evil which he had pro-
nounced against them? Thus might we pro-
cure great evil against our souls.”

So, through the pleading of Ahikam and
others, the prophet Jeremiah’s life was
spared ; although many of the priests and
false prophets would have been pleased had
~ he been put to death on the plea of sedition ;
for they €ould not endure the truths that he
uttered exposing their wickedness.

But Is ael remained unrepented and the
Lord saw that they must be punished for
their sin, so he instructed Jeremiah to make
yokes and bonds and place them upon his
neck, and send them to the king of Edom,
the king of Moub, of the Amuonites, of
Tyrus and Zidon, commanding the messen-
gers to say that God had given all these Jands
to Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon.
That all these nations should serve him and
his descendants for a certain time, till
God should deliver them. They were to de-
clare that if those nations refused to serve
the king of Babylon they should be punished
with the famine, with the sword, and pestil-
ence, till they should be consumed. * There-
fore,” said the Lovd, ¢ Hearken not ye to
your prophets, nor to ycur diviners, nor to
your dreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor
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to your sorcerers, which speak unto you, say-
ing, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon;
for they prophesy a lie unto you to remove
you far from your land; and that I should
drive you out, and ye should perish. But
the nations that bring their neck under the
yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him,
those will I let remain still in their own
land, saith the Lord; and they shall till it,
and dwell therein.”

Jeremiah declared that they were to wear
the yoke of servitude for seventy years, and
the captives that were already in the hands
of the king of Babylon, and the vessels of
the Lord’s house which had been taken, were
also to remain in Babylon till that time had
elapsed. But at the end of the seventy years
God would deliver them from their captivity,
and would punish their oppressors, and bring
into subjection the proud king of Babylon.

Ambassadors had come from the various
nations named to consult with the king of
Judah as to the matter of engaging in battle
with the king of Babylon. But the prophet
of God, bearing the symbols of subjection,
delivered the message of the Lord to these
nations, commanding them to bear it to their
several kings. This was the lightest punish-
ment that a merciful God could inflict upon
so rebellious a people ; byt if they warred
against this decree of servitude, they were to
feel the full vigor of hischastisement. They
were faithfully warned not to listen to their
false teachers who prophesied lies.
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The amazement of the assembled council
of nations knew no bounds when Jeremiah,
carrying the yoke of subjection about his
neck, made known to them the will of God.
But Hananiah, one of the false prophets
against whom God had warned his people
through Jeremiah, lifted up his voice in op-
position to the prophecy declared. Wishing to
gain the favor of the king, and his court, he
afirmed that God had given him words of
encouragement for the Jews. Said he:
“Within two full years will I bring again
into this place all the vessels of the Lord’s
house, that Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby-
lon, took away from this place, and carried
them to Babylon. And I will bring again to
this place Jeconiah, the sonof Jehoiakim king
of Judah, with all the captives of Judah,
that went into Babylon, saith the Lord;
for I will break the yoke of the king of
Babylon.”

Jeremiah, in the presence of all the priests
and the people, said that it was the earnest
wish of his heart that God would so favor
hxs eople that the vessels of the Lord’s house

ight be returned and the captives brought
b(wk from Babylon. But this could only be
done on condition that the people repented
and turned from their evil way to the obedi-
ence of God’s law. Jeremiah loved his
country and ardently wished that the desola-
tion predicted might be averted by the hu-
miliation of ‘the people; but he knew the
wish was vain. He hoped the punishment
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of Israel would be as light as possible ; there-
fore he earnestly entreated them to submit to
the king of Babylon for the time that the
Lord specified.

He entreated them to hear the words that
he spoke. He cited them to the prophecies
of Hosea, Habakuk, Zephaniah, and others
whose messages of reproof and warning had
been similar to his own. He referred them
to events which had transpired in their his-
tory in fulfillment of the prophecies of ret-
ribution for unrepented sins. Sometimes,
as in this case, men had arisen in opposition
to the message of God, and predicted peace
and prosperity, to quiet the fears of the peo-
ple, and gain the favor of those in high
places. But in every past instance the judg-
ment of God had been visited upon Israel,
as the true prophets had indicated. Said he,
“The prophet which prophesieth of peace,
when the word of the prophet shall come to
pass, then shall the prophet be known that
the Lord hath truly sent him.” If Israel
chose to run the risk, future developments
would effectually decide which was the false
prophet.

But Hapaniah, incensed at this, took the
yoke from Jeremiah’s neck and broke it.
“And Hananiah spake in the presence of all
the people. saying, Thus saith the Lord: Even
so will I break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon from the necks of all nations
within the space of two full years. And the
prophet Jeremiah went his way.”
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He had done his work, he had warned the
people of their danger, he had pointed out
the only course by which they could regain
the favor of God. But they had mocked his
words; men in responsible positions had de-
nounced him, and tried to arouse the people
to put him to death. Yet his only crime
was in faithfully delivering the message of
God to an unbelieving people.

But another message was given to Jere-
miah. “Go and tell Hananiah, saying, Thus

_saith the Lord: Thou hast broken the yokes
of wood; but thou shalt make for them
yokes of iron. For thus saith the Lord of
bosts, the God of Israel: I have put a yoie
of iron upon the neck of all these nations,
that they may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon; and they shall serve him ; and I
bave given him the beasts of the field also.
Then said the prophet Jeremiah unto Hana-
niah the prophet, Hear now, Hananiak:
The Lord hath not sent thee; but thou
makest this people to trust in a lie. There-
fore },hus saith the Lord : Behold, I will cast
theefrom off the face of the earth. This
year thou shalt die, because thou hast taught
rebellion against the Lord. So Hananiah
the prophet died the same year in the seventh
month.” This false prophet had strengthened
the unbelief of the people in Jeremiah and
his message. = He had wickedly declared
himself to be the Lord’s messenger, and he
suffered death in consequence of his fearful
crime,
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In the fifth month Jeremiah prophesied
the death of Hananiah, and in the seventh
month his death proved the words of the
prophet true.

God had said that his people should be
_saved, that the yoke he would lay upon them
should be light, if they submitted uncom-
plainingly to his plan. Their servitude was
represented by the yoke of wood, easily
borne. But resistance would be met with
corresponding severity, represented by the
yoke of iron. God designed to hold the
king of Babylon in check that there should
be no loss of life nor galling oppression.
But by scorning his warning and commands
they brought upon themselves the full rigor
of bondage. It was far more agreeable to
the people to receive the message of the
false prophet, who predicted prosperity.
Therefore they received the counsel which
pleased them best. It wounded their pride
to have their sins brought continually be-
fore their eyes; they would much rather put
them out of sight. They were in such moral
darkness that they did net realize the enor-
mity of their guilt, nor appreciate the mes-
sages of reproof and warning given them of
God.

Had they had a p#bper sense of their diso-
bedience, they would have acknowledged the
Justice of the Lord’s course, and recognized
the authority of his prophet. God entreated
them to repent that he might spare them hu-
miliation, and that a people called by his name
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should not become tributary to a heathen
nation; but they scoffed at his counsel and
went after false prophets.

The Lord then commanded Jeremiah to
write letters to the captains, elders, priests,
prophets, and all the people who had been
taken as captives to Babylon, bidding them
not to be deluded into believing their deliv-
erance nigh, but to quietly submit to their
captors, quietly pursue their avocations, and
make for themselves peaceful homes among
their conquercrs. He bade them not to
allow their prophets or diviners to deceive
them with false expectations. But the Lord
assured them by the words of Jeremiah that
after seventy years of bondage they should be
delivered and return to Jerusalem. He
would listen to their prayers and give them
his favor when they turned to him with all
their hearts. “ And I will be found of you,
saith the Lord; and I will turn away your
captivity, and I will gather you from all the
nations, and from all the places whither I
have griven you, saith the Lord; and I will
bring! you again into the place whence I
caused you to be carried away captive.” .

With what tender compassion did God 1n-
form his captive people in regard to his plans
for Israel. He knew what suffering and dis-
aster they would experience, were they led to
believe that they should speedily be delivered
from bondage and brought back to Jerusa-
lem, according to the prediction of the false

prophets. He knew that this belief would
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make their position a very difficult one.
Any demonstration of insurrection upon their
part would have awakened the vigilance and
severity of the king, and their liberty would
have been restricted in consequence. He de-
sired them to quietly submit to their fate and
make their servitude as pleasant as possible.

There were two other false prophets, Ahab
and Zedekiah, who prophesied lies in the
name of the Lord. These men professed to
be holy teachers, but their lives were corrupt,
and they were slaves to the pleasures of sin.
The prophet of God bad condemned the evil
course of these wen, and warned them of
their danger; but instead of repenting and
reforming, they were angry with the faithful
reprover of their sins, and sought to thwart
his work by stirring up the people to disbe-
lieve his words, and act contrary to the coun-
sel of God, in the matter of subjecting them-
selves to the king of Babylon. The Lord
testified through” Jeremiah that these false
prophets should be delivered into the hands
of the king of Babylon and slain before his
eyes, all of which prediction was fulfilled in
good time.

Other false proplets arose to sow confusion
among the people, by turning them away
from obeying the Mivine commands given
through Jeremiah; but God’s judgments
were pronaunced against them in consequence
of their grievous sin of bringing rebellion
against hiny.

Just such men rise in these days and breed
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confusion and rebellion among the people who
profess to obey the law of God. But just as
certainly as divine judgment was visited up-
on the fulse prophets, just so surely will these
evil workers receive their full measure of
retribution; for the Lord bas not changed.
Those who prophesy lies encourage men to
look upon sin as a small matter. When, the
terrible results of their crimes are made man-
ifest, they seek, if possible, to make the one
who has faithfully warned them responsible
for their difficulties, even as the Jews charged
Jeremiah with their evil fortunes.

Those who pursue a conrse of rebellion
against the Lord can always find false proph-
ets who will justify them in their acts and
flatter them to their destruction. Lying
words often make many friends, as in the
case of Ahab and Zedekiah. These false
prophets, in their pretended zeal for God,
found many more believers and followers
than the true prophet who delivered the sim-
ple message of the Lord.

God commanded Jeremiah to gather the
Rechabites into the house of the Lord into
one of the chambers, and set wine before
themn, and invite them to drink. Jeremiah
did as the Lord commanded him. ¢ Butthey
said, We will drink no wine; for Jonadab
the son of Rechab our father commanded us,
saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye,
nor your souns, forever.” ‘

“Then came the word of the Lord unto
Jeremiah, saying, Thus saith the Lord of
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hosts, the God of Israel: Goand tell the men
of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
Will ye not receive instruction to hearken to
my words? saith the Lord. The words of
Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he command-
ed his sons not to drink wine, are performed;
for unto this day they drink none, but obey
their father’s commandment.”

Here God contrasts the obedience of the
Rechabites with the disobedience and rebell-
ion of his people who will not receive his
words of reproof and warning. The Rech-
abites obeyed the commandment of their
father, and refused to be enticed into trans-
gression of his requirements. DBut Israel re-
fuses to hearken unto me, saith the Lord,
“notwithstanding I have spoken unto you,
rising early and speaking ; but ye hearkened
not unto me.

“I have sentalso unto you all my servants
the prophets, rising up early and sending
them, saying, Return ye now every man
from his evil way, and amend your doings,
and go not after other gods to serve them,
and ye shall dwell in the land which I have
given to you and to your fathers; but ye
have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened
unto me. Because the sons of Jonadab the
son of Rechab haw€ performed the command-
ment of their father, which he commanded
them ; but this people hath not hearkened
unto me: Therefore thus saith the Lord God
of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I wil]
bring upon Judah and upon all the inhabi.
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tants of Jerusalem all the evil that I have
pronounced against them ; because I have
spoken unto them, but they have not heard;
and I have called unto them, but they have
not answered.

“And Jeremiah said unto the house of the
Rechabites, Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the
God of Israel : Because ye have obeyed the
commandinents of Jonadab your father, and
kept all Lis precepts, and done according unto
all that he hath commanded you ; therefore,
thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of
- Israel: Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not
want a man to stand before me forever.”

The Rechabites were commended for their
ready and willing obedience, while God’s peo-
ple refused to be reproved by their prophets.
“ Because I have spoken unto them, and they
have not heard; but 1 have called unto
them and they have not answered,” for this
God pronounced judgment against them.
Jeremiah repeated the words of commenda-
tion from the Lord to the faithful Rechabites,
and pronounced blessings upon them in his
name. Thus God taught, his people that
faithfulness and obedience of his require-
ments would be reflected back upon them in
blessings, as the Rechabites were blessed for
their obedience to their father’s command.

If the directions of a good and wise father,
who took the best and most effectual means
to secure.his posterity against the evil of in-
temperance, were to be so strictly obeyed,
in as much greater reverence should God’s

Tostimeny 27. 4
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authority be held as he is holier than man.
He is our Creator and Commander, infinite
in power and terrible in judgment. In
mercy he employs a variety of means to bring
men to see and repent of theirsins. If they .
will continue to disregard the reproofs he
sends them, and act contrary to his declared
will, ruin must follow, for God’s people are
kept in prosperity ouly by his mervcey, through
the care of his heavenly messengers. e
will not uphold and guard a people who dis-
regard his counsel and despise his reproofs.

Jeremiah was alrcady deprived of his lib-
erty because he would obey God and give to
the king and others occupying responsible
positions in Israel, the words of warning
which he had received from the mouth of
God. The Israelites would not accept these
reproofs, nor allow their course to be ques-
tioned. They had manifested great anger
and contempt at the words of rebuke and the
Jjudgments which wore predicted to come
upon them if they coitinued in rebellion
against the Lord. Although Israel would
not hear the words of divine counsel, it did
not make that word of less effect, neither did
God cease to reprove and threaten with his
displeasure and his judgments those who re-
fused to obey his requirelnents.

The Lord directed Jeremiah saying, “Take
thee a roll of a book, and write therein all
the words that I have spoken unto thee
against Israel, and against Judah, and against
all the nations, from the day I spake unto
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thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this
day. It may be that the house of Judah
will hear all the evil which I purpose to do
unto them ; that they may return every man
from his evil way; that I may forgive their
iniquity and their sin.” '

Here the Lord is shown as reluctant to
give up his sinning people. And lest Israel
had so far neglected his reproofs and warn-
ings as to let them pass from their memory,
he delays his judgments upon them and gives
them a full rehearsal of their disobedience
and aggravating sins from the days of Josiah
dewn to their own time, and of the judg-
ments he had pronounced in consequence of
their transgression. Thus they had another
opportunity to see their iniquity and repent.
In this we see that God does not delight in
aftlicting his people. But with a care which
surpasses that of a pitying father for a way-
ward child, he entreats his wandering people
to return to their allegiance.

The prophet Jeremiah, in obedience to the
commands of God, dictated the words that
the Lord gave him to Baruch his scribe, who
wrote them upon a roll. (See Jer. 36 : 4.)
It was a reproof of the many sins of Is-
rael and a warning of the consequences that
would follow a continuance of their evil
course. It was an earnestappeal for them to
renounce their sins. After it was written,
Jeremiah, who was a prisoner, sent his scribe
to read the roll to all the people who had
assembled “in the Lord’s house upon the
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-asting day.” Said the prophet, “ It may be
they will present their supplication before the
ford, and will return every one from his
«vil way ; for great is the anger and the fury
that the Lord hath pronounced against this
people.”

The scribe obeyed the prophet, and the roll
was read before all the people of Judah.
But this was not all ; he was summoned to
read it before the princes. They listened
with great interest, and fear was stamped
upon their faces as they questioned Baruch
concerning the mysterious writing. They
promised to tell the king all they had heard
in regard to him and his people, but coun-
seled the scribe to hide-himself, as they feared
that the king would reject the testimony God
had given through Jeremiah, and seek to slay
not only the prophet, but his scribe.

‘When the king was told by the princes of
what Baruch bad read, he immediately or-
dered the roll brought and read to him. But
instead of heeding its warnings, 'and trem-
bling at the danger of himself and his people,
in a frenzy of rage he flung it into the fire,
notwithstanding certain ones who were high
in his confidence had begged him not to burn
it. Then the wrath of this wicked monarch
rose against Jeremiah and his scribe, and he
forthwith sent for them to be taken, “but the
Lord hid them.” After the king had burned
the sacred roll, the word of God came to Jere-
miah, saying, ‘Take thee again another roll,
and write in it all the former words that were
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in the first raoll, which Jehoiakim, the king of
Judah, hath burned. And thou shalt say to
Jeboiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the
Lord : Thou hast burned this roll, saying,
Why hast thou written therein, saying, The
king of Babylon shall certainly come and de-
stroy this land, and shall cause to cease fromn
thence man and beast?’

A merciful God had graciously warned the
people for their good. It may be,” said
the compassionate Creator, “that the house of
Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose -
to do unto them ; that they may return every
man from his evil way ; that I may forgive
‘their iniquity and their sin.”

God pities the blindness and perversity of
man ; he sends light to their darkened under-
standing in reproof and threatenings which
are designed to make the most exalted feel
their ignorance and deplore their errors. He
would cause the self-complacent to feel dis-
satisfied with their attainments and seek
greater blessings by closer connection with
Heaven.

God’s plan is not. to send messengers who
will please and flatter sinners, he delivers no
messages of peace to lull the unsanctified into
carnal security. But he lays heavy burdens
upon the conscience of the wrong-doer, and
pierces his soul with sharp arrows of con-
viction. The ministering angels present to
him the fearful judgments of God to deepen
the sense of his great need and prompt the
agonizing cry “what shall I do to be saved ¥’
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The very hand that humbles to the dust, re-
bukes sn, and puts pride and ambition to
shame, lifts up the penitent, stricken one,
and inquires with deepest sympathy, ¢ What
wilt thou that I shalt do unto thee ?”

When man has sinned against a holy and
merciful God, there is no course for him to
pursue so noble, as to sincerely repent and
confess his errors in tears and bitterness of
soul. This God requires of him and will ac-
cept of nothing less than a broken heart and
a contrite spirit.

But the king and his lords, in their arro-
gance and pride, refused the invitation of
God to return; they would not heed this
warning and repent. This gracious opportu-
nity was their last. God had declaved that if
they refused to hear his voice he would in-
flict upon them fearful retribution. They did
refuse to hear, and he pronounced his judg-
ment upon Israel; and visited with his
special wrath the man who had proudly lifted
himself up against the Almighty.

“Therefore thussaiththe Lord of Jeboiakim
king ofeJudah : He shall have none to sit
upon the throne of David ; and his dead
body shall be cast out in the day to the heat,
and in the night to the frost. And I will
punish him and his seed and his servants for
their iniquity ; and I will bring upon them,
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and
upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I
have pronounced against them ; but they
hearkened not.”
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The burning of the foll was not the end
of the matter. The written words were
more easily disposed of than the reproof and
warning which they contained, and the swift-
coming punishment which God had pro-
nounced against rebellious Israel. But even
the written roll was reproduced at the com-
mand of the Lord. The words of the Infi-
nite were not to be destroyed. Then took
Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch
the scribe, the son of Neriah ; who wrote
therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the
words of the book which Jehoiakim king of
Judah had burned in the fire; and there
were added besides unto them many like
words.”

God does not send judgments upon his
people -without first giving them warning to
repent. He will use every .means to bring
them back to obedience, and does not visit
their iniquity with judgments until he has
given them ample opportunity to repent. The
wrath of man sought to prevent the labors of
the prophet of God by depriving him of his
liberty. But God can speak to men through
prison walls, and even increase the usefulness
of his servants, through the very means by
which their persecutors seek to limit their
influence.

Many now despise the faithful reproof
given of God in testimony. I was shown
that some in these days have even gone so far
as to burn the written words of rebuke and
warning, as did the wicked king of Israel.

P
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But opposition to Gods threatenings will not
hinder their execution. To defy the words
of the Lord, spoken through his chosen in-
struments, will only provoke his anger, and
eventually bring certain ruin upon the
offender. Indignation often kindles in the
heart of the sinner against the agent whom
God chooses to deliver his reproofs. It has
ever been thus; and the same spirit exists to-
day that persecuted and imprisoned Jeremiah
for obeying the word of the Lord.

‘While men will not heed repeated warn-
ings, they are pleased with false teachers who
flatter their vanity and strengthen their in-
iquity, but who will fail to help them in the
day of trouble. God’s chosen servants should
meet with courage and patience whatever
trials and sufferings befull them through re-
proach, neglect or misrepresentations, because
they faithfully discharge the duty God has
given them to do. They should remember
that the prophets of old and the Saviour of
the world also endured abuse and persecution
for the Word’s sake. They must expect to
meet just such opposition as was manifested
by the burning of the roll that was written
by the dictation of God.

The Lord is fitting a people for Heaven.
The defects of character, the stubborn will,
the selfish idolatry, the indulgence of fault-
finding, hatred and contention, provoke the
wrath of God, and must be put away from
his commandment—keepm people. Those liv-
ing in these sins are deceived and blinded by
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the wiles of Satan. They think they are in
the light when they are groping in darkness.
God will send reproof and warning to his
people as long as they continue upon earth.
There are murmurers among us NOW even as
there were murmurers in ancient Israel.
Those who encourage men in rebellion by
their unwise sympathy for them, when their
self-love is smarting beneath merited reproof,
are not the friends of God the great Re-
prover. ’

They who valiantly take their position on
the right side, who encourage submission to
God’s revealed will, and stlen"then othersin
their efforts to put away thelr wrong-doings,
are the true friends of the Lord, who, in love,
is trying to correct the errors of his people,
that he may wash them and cleanse them
from every defilement, and fit them for his
holy kingdom.

Zedekiah succeeded J eholakim, in reigning
at Jerusalem. But neither the new kmg,
nor his court, nor the people of the land
hearkened to the words of the Lord, spoken
through Jeremiah. The Chaldeans com-
menced the siege against Jerusalem, but were
diverted for a time to turn their arms against
the Egyptians. Zedekiah sent a messenger
to Jeremiab, asking him to pray to the God
of Israel in their behalf but the prophet’s
fearful answer was that the Chaldean army
would return and destroy the city. Thus the
Lord showed them how impossible it is for
men to avert divine judgment. “Thus sai‘gh



58

the Lord : Deceive not yourselves, saying,
The Chaldeans shall surely depart from us;
for they shall not depart. For though ye
had smitten the whole army of the Chalde-
ans that fight against you, and there remained
but wounded men among them, yet should
they rise up every man in his tent, and burn
this city with fire.”

Jeremiah considered his work done and at-
tempted to leave the city, but was prevented
by a son of one of the false prophets, who
reported that he was about to join the enemy.
Jeremiah denied the lying charge, but never-
theless he was brought back. The princes
were ready to believe the son of the false
prophet, because they hated Jeremiah. They
seemed to think that he had brought upon
them the calamity which he had predicted.
In their wrath they smote him and impris-
oned him.

After he had remained in the dungeon
many days, Zedekiah, the king, sent for
him and asked him secretly if there was any
word from the Lord. Jeremiah again re-
peated his warning that the nation would be
delivered into the hand of the king of Baby-
lon.
~ “Moreover Jeremiah said unto king Zede-
kiah, What have I offended against thee, or
against thy servants, or against this people,
that ye have put me in prison? Where are
now your prophets which prophesied unto
you, saying, The king of Babylon shall not
come against you, nor against this land?



59

Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O my lord
the king : let my supplication, I pray thee,be
accepted before thee; that thou cause me not
to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe,
lest I die there. Then Zedekiah the king
commanded that theyshould commitJeremiah
into the court of the prison, and that they
should give him daily a piece of bread out of
the baker’s street, until all the bread in the
city were spent. Thus Jeremiah remained
in the court of the prison.”

The wicked king dared not openly man-
ifest any faith in Jeremiah; but his fear
drove him to seek information of him. Yet
he was too weak to brave the disapprobation
of his nobles and the people, by submitting
to the will of God, as declared by the proph-
et. At last, men in authority, who were en-
raged because Jeremiah persisted in prophe-
sying evil, went to the king and told him
that as long as the prophet lived, he would
not cease {0 predict calamity. They urged
that he was an enemy to the nation, and his
words had weakened the hands of the peo-
ple and brought misfortune upon them. They
wanted him put to death.

The cowardly king knew these clLarges
were false, but in order to propitiate those
who occupied high and influential positions
in the nation, he feigned to believe their
falschoods, and gave Jeremiah iuto their
bands to do wich as they pleased.  Accord-
ingly the prophet was taken and cast “into
the dungeon of Malchiah the son of Hamme-
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lech, that was in the court of the prison ; and
they let down Jeremiah with cords. Andin
the dungeon there was no water, but mire;
so Jeremiah sunk in the mire.” But God
raised up friends for him, who besought the
king in his behalf, and had Lim again re-
moved to the court of the prison.

Once more the king sent privately for Jer-
emiah, and bade him faithfully relate the
purpose of God towards Jerusalem. ¢ Then
Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I declare it
unto thee, wilt thou not surely put me to
death? and if I give thee counsel, wilt thou
not hearken unto me? So Zedekiah the
king sware secretly unto Jeremiah, saying,
As the Lord liveth, that made us this soul,
I will not put thee to death, neither will I
give thee into the hand of these men that
seek thy life.”. Then Jeremiah again sound-
ed the Lord’s note of warning in the ears
of the king. Said he, “Thus saith the Lord,
the God of hosts, the God of Israel: If
thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the king
of Babylon’s princes, then thy soul shall
live, and this city shall not be burned
with fire; and thou shalt live, and thine
house.

“But "if thou wilt not go forth to the
king of Babylon’s princes, then shalt this
city be given into the hands of the Chalde-
ans, and they shall burn it with fire, and
thou shalt not escape out of their hand.
And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah,
I am .afraid of the Jews that are fallen to
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the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into
their hand, and they mock me. But
Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver thee.
Obey, I beseech thee, the voice of the Lord,
which I speak unto thee ; so it shall be well
unto thee, and thy soul shall live.”

Here was exhibited the long-suffering mer-
cy of God. Even at that late hour, if there
was submission to his requirements, the lives
of the people would be spared, and the city
saved from conflagration. But the king
thought he had gone too far to retract. He
was afraid of the Jews, afraid of be-
coming a subject of ridicule, afraid for
his life. It was too humiliating, at that
late day, to say to -the people: “I
accept the word of the Lord, as spoken
through his prophet Jeremiah. I dare not
venture to war against the enemy, in the
face of all these warnings.”

Jeremiah, with tears, entreated the king
to save himnself and his people. With an-
guish of spirit he assured him that he could
not escape with his life, and that all his pos-
sessions would fall to the king of Babylon.
He could save the city if he would. But he
had started upon the wrong.track and would
not retract. He decided to follow the coun-
sel of false prophets, andd men whom he re-
ally despised, and who ridiculed his weak-
ness of character in yielding so readily to
their wishes. He yielded the noble freedom
of his manhood to become a cringing slave
to public opinion. While he had no fixed
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purpose of evil, he also had no resolution to
stand boldly for the right. Whlile he was
convicted of the truth, as spoken by Jeremi-
ah, he had not moral stamina to obey bhis
counsel, but advanced steadily in the wrong
direction.

He was even too weak to be willing that
his courtiers and people should know that he
bad held a conference with the prophet,- so
far had the fear of man taken possession of
his soul. If this cowardly ruler had stood
bravely before his people and declared that
be believed tke words of the proplet, already
balt-fulfilled, what desolation might have
been averted. He should have said, “I will
obey the Lord and save the city from utter
ruin. I dare not disregard the commands of
God for the fear or favor of men. I love the
truth, I hate sin. I will follow the counsel of
the Mighty One of Israel.”

Then the people would have respected
his courageous spirit, those who were wav-
ering between faith and unbelief would
have taken a firm stand for the right.
The very fearlessness and justice of this
course would have inspired his subjects
with admiration. and loyalty. He would
have had ample support. Israel would have
been spared the untold woe of fire and car-
nage and famine.

But the weakness of Zedekiah was a crime
for which he paid a fearful penalty. The
enemy swept down like a resistless avalanche,
and devastated the city. The Hebrew ar-
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mies were beaten back in confusion. The
nation was conquered. Zedekiah was taken
prisoner, and his sons were slain before his
sight. Then he was led away from Jerusa-
lem a captive, hearing the shrieks of his
wretched people, and the roaring of the
flames that were devouring their homes.
When he arrived at Babylon his eyes were
put out and he perished miserably. This
was the punishment of unbelief and follow-
ing ungodly counsel.

There are many false prophets in these
days, to whom sin does not appear specially
repulsive. They complain that the peace of
the people is unnecessarily disturbed by the
reproofs and warnings of God’s messengers.
As for themn they Inll the souls of sin-
ners into a fatal ease by their smooth and
deceitful teachings. Ancient Israel was thus
charmed by the flattering messages of the
corrupt priests. Their prediction of pros-
perity was more pleasing than the message of
the true prophet who counseled repentance
and submission.

The servants of God should manifest a
tender, compassionate spirit, and show to all
that they are not actuated by any personal
motives, in their dealings with the people,
nor take delight in giving messages of wrath
in the name of the Lord. But they must
never flinch from pointing out the sins that
are corrupting the professed people of God,
nor cease striving to influence them to turn
from their errors and obey the Lord.
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Those who seek to cloak sin and make it
appear less aggravating to the mind of the
offender, are doing the work of the false
prophets, and may expect the retributive
wrath of God to follow such a course. The
Lord will never accommodate his ways to the
wishes of corrupt men. The false prophet
condemned Jereminh for afflicting the people
with his severe denunciations. Therefore he
sought to re-assure them by promising them
prosperity, thinking that the poor people
should not be continually reminded of their
sins, and threatened with punishment. This
course strengthened the people to resist the
true prophet’s counsel, and intensified their
enmity towards him.

God has no sympathy with the evil-doer.
He gives no one liberty to gloss over the sins
of his people, nor cry Peace, peace ! when he
has declared there shall be no peace for the
wicked. Those who stir up rebellion against
the servants whom God sends to deliver his
messages, are rebelling against the word of
the Lord.
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Testimony Given Jan. 5, 1875.

THE following testimony, given in my last
vision, I wrote In my tent between the ser-
vices of the Vermont Camp-Meeting, August,
1675. It sets forth the condition of things
at B C—— in January, 1875. Devel-
operaents during the foilowiug summer fully
justified the apparent severity of the testi-
mony. In September I read portions of it
to that church, and a great work commenced
under our labors, yet, for the benefit of that
church and others, I give the testimony in
this humble work.

Darkness is getting the control where only
the Spirit of God should rule. Bi't few who
were engaged in the work realized the neces-
sity of personal effort and individual respon-
sibility in whateverdepartment tlicy occupied.
Few felt the sacredness of the work in which
they were engaged. They regarded it as
upou a common level with ordinary enter-
prises.

Sclfishness predominated with many, who
shoald know that a life of self-sacrificing love
is a life of peace and liberty. Those who
seck happiness by gratifying themselves and
looking out mainly for their own interests
arc on the wrong track to secure happiness
even upon earth. Whoever is unfaithful
in the least of his duties, is unfaithful in much.
If he neglects to faithfully perform the small
usks devolving upon him, he proves himself

Togidmeny 5
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incapable of bearing weightier responsibili-
ties, and indicates that he is not whole-
hearted in the work, and does not have an
eye single to the glory of God.

Some are ready to define the duties that
belong to others, and realize the full impor-
tance of their responsibilities, but fail to
readily perceive their own. Personal fidelity
and individual responsibility is needed in the
Health Institute especially, and in the Office,
the church and school. If each one con-
nected with these institutions were listening
eagerly to hear what Jesus directed them to
do, instead of turning to ask what this man
or that man shall do, we should witness a
great change in every department of the
work. 1If the language of each heart was, I
must listen to Clrist's teachings and obey
his voice, no one can do my work for me, the
attention of others can never repair my neg-
ligence, then we might see the cause of God
advancing as it has never done Lefore.

It is this liolding back, waiting for others
to do, that brings spiritual feebleness. To re-
serve one’s energies is a sure way to lessen
them. Jesus requires implicit obedience and
willing submission from all his servants.
There must be no halting or self-indulgence
in the service of Christ. There is no concord
between Chiist and Belial. What a lack of
devotion to the work of God, what a want
of care-taking has there been at B

C———vou.
The heart of W—— B——— has not been




67

devoted to God. He has capabilities and tal-
ents for which he mustrender an account tothe
great Giverof all. Iis heart hasbeen unconse-
crated and his life unworthy of his profession.
Yet he has been closely connected with the
sacred work of God for more than w score of
years. What light he has had, what privil-
eges! He has enjoyed the rarest opportuni-
ties to develop a substantial Christian charac-
ter. The words of Christ when he wept over
Jerusalem, are applicable to him: ¢ O, that
thou hadst known, even thou, the thiugs that
belong unto thy peace, but now they are
hidden from thine eyes.” W , the retri-
bution of Ggd hangs over you, because “thou
kuewest not the time of thy visitation.”

B S is of the same cast of mind,
but not so thoroughly selfish.  Both ave lov-
ers of pleasure more than lovers of God.
Their course is entirely inconsistent with the
Christian life.  They lack stability, sobriety,
and devotion to God. With B §
the work of grace is altogether too superticial.
He desires to be a Christian but does not
strive to maintain the victory over self and
act up to his convictions of right and wrong.
Deeds, not idle words and empty intentions,
are acceptable to God.

W—B , you have hicard the Word of
God in reproofs, in counsels, in wurnings, as
well asin the entreaties of love. But hearingis
not enough. ““ Be ye doers of the word and
not heavers only, decciving your own selves.”
It is easy to be borne along by the current,
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and to cry, Hosannah ! with the multitude;
but in the calm of every-day life, when there
is no special excitement or exaltation, thes
comes the test of true Christianity. It 1.
then that your heart becomes cold, and your
zeal abates, and religious exercises become
distasteful to you.

You positively neglect to do the will of
God. “Ye are,” says Christ, “my friends,
if ye do whatsoever I command you. This
is the condition imposed, this is the test thas
proves men’s characters. Feelings are ofteu
deceiving, emotions are no sure safe-guand,
for they are variable and subject to external
circumstances. Many are deluded by relyin;
on sensational impressions. What are v
doing for Christ, thatis the question? Wi
sacrifices are you making? What victoiies
are you gaining? A selfish spirit overcoww,
a temptation to neglect duty resisted, piassiui
subdued, and willing, cheerful obedience rer.-
dered to the will of Christ, is far greater cvi-
dence that you are a child of God than spus
modic piety and emotional religion.

You have both been averse to reprouf’; i
has ever awakened disaffection and murmu:
ing in your hearts against your best frici.d
who has ever sought to do you good, u..i
whom you have every reason to respect.
You have separated yourselves from hiw, ai. i
thereby vexed the Spirit of God, by vising -
against the words he has given his scrvaris
to speak in regurd to your course. You hae
not listened to those admonitions, and Luvse
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thus rejected the Spirit of God and turned it
{.u your hearts, and have becowe careless
awl lndifferent in your deportisent.

Bro. W , you should have gained a
valuable experience during the many yeurs
vou huve been blessed by the great light God
L.» permitted to shine upon your pathway.
l iward a volce saying in reference to you,
~ It is an unfruitful tree, why should its fruit-
w» branclies shadow the space that a fruitful
tve might occupy ? Cut it down, for why
Caulereth it the ground?” Then I heard
the pleading tones of Mercy’s swect voice,
.ving, “Spare it a little longer; T will dig
«tout its roots, I will prune it. Give it one
wore trial; if it fails to be fruitful then, you
L. cut it down.” So a little longer proba-
ton is granted the unproductive tree, a little
. w.zer time for the barren life to blossom and
t.ar fruit.  'Will the opportunity given be
suproved?  Will the warnings of God’s Spirit
i heeded ! The words of Jesus In regard to
Jerusalem, after she had slighted the salva-
.. graciously offered by her Redeemer,
«iv also, in substance, spoken unto you : “Oh,
Lorasalem, Jerusalenn ! how often would 1
. sve gathered thy children together, as a hen
cotiereth Lier brood under her wings, and ye
s.uid not.”  Christ plead, he invited, but
= love was unrequited by the people he
e to suve.  You have done no better in
».o<r day than did the poor, self-deceived
.4 blinded Jews in theirs. You might have
—.proved your blessed privileges and oppor-
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tunities, and perfected Christian character,
but your heart has been rebellious and you
“would not” humble yourself to be properly
converted and live in obedience to God’s re
quirements.

The unreconciled feelings and murmurings
which have been expressed by some, huve
also been festering in your soul, although you
have not dared to speak out p]amly to the
same effect. It would have been better fur
the Office and all concerned, had you beeu
separated from it years ago. The more light
you have had, the more privileges you have
enjoyed, the less siuncerity and rightecousnona
have you manifested. Your heart las bea
carnal, and you have neglected the expressd
Word of God. Althouvh you have been
hedged about with warnings and counscis,
and have had the strongest evidence that G
was in this work and that his voice was
speaking to you, yet you have slighted and
rejected solemn reproofs, and gone on your
own seliish, willful way.

Sometimes your fears have been arousal,
but still you have never realized yuur
wretched spiritual condition, and absolute
danger. You have repeatedly fallen Luce
again into the same state of indifference uni
selfishness. Your repentance has never goi.e
deep enough to perfect a thorough reforuia
tion. You have had a surface work, but 1t
the entire transformation necessary to brixg
you into acceptance with God. * He tha
followeth me,” says Christ, “ shall not wui
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i darkness.” Through the greater part of
vaar professed Christian life you have walked
i darkness because you failed to connect
»ith Heaven and receive the pure light of
G oi's Spirit.

If you were in daily communion with the
I.nl, and cultivated a love for souls, you
».uld grow out of self and become an earn-
~t worker in the vineyard of the Lord. You
w.uld perceive how the faithful performance
{ the dutics of life would preserve you from
wiflove and gratification. You have not
i dilizent and sought to guin anadvanced
atovdence every day.  You should be at

< time a trusty man in any position of re-
v anibility, but seliishness has marked the
-.formance of everything you have set your
~dwdo.  You have been wise in your own
- .ceit, but have failed to gain wisdom trom
..uY¥ vears' experience. :

b S has been vain. He might
sive moved steadily forward, growing in
crave, but the external appearimce has seemed
%. bim more important than the inward
vi ruing, even the garment of a meek and
.-t spirit, which God accounts of great
viqe. Unbelievers, who have been engaged
.. the Ottice, but have not had the light of
~sent truth as you have had, nevertheless
iave been far more faithful and conscientious
. au vither of you whom T an addressing.

{ vou lud been diligently gathering with

‘1, some of these would now be with us
- ike truth.  But your lives were a stum-
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bling-block to them. God looks upon those
uabelievers with greater pity and favor thau
upon those who believe the truth yet deny
him in their works. That belief that is luii
aside when convenient, put on and off likca
garment, is not the religion of Christ, buta
spurious article that will not bear thc Wts
even of this world.

True religion is ever distinctly seen in our
words and deportment and in every uct of
life. Religion should never be divorced frow
business with the followers of Christ. They
should go hand in hand, and God’s commund:
ments should be strictly regarded in all the
details of worldly matters. The knowlelge
that we are children of God should give a
high tone of character even to the every-las
duties of life, making us notslothful in bu..
ness, but fervent in spirit. Such a velijiox
as this bears the scrutiny of a critical wouid
with a grand consciousness of integrity.

Every workman in the Office should cui:-
sider himself as God’s steward, and siouli
do his work with exaceness and faithful vigi
ance. The constant inquiry should be, = Is
thisin accordance with the will of God{ Wil
this please my Redeemer ¥’ Bible religiv.
elevates the reason until Christ is blendwd
with all the thoughts. Every action, every
word and every moment of our lives shouid
bear the impress of our holy faith. The e
of all things is at hand and we have no tu.e
to be idle or to live in pleasure, at cross-pur-
poses with God.
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The Lord will not be trifled with. Those
wio neglect his mercies and blessings in this
4ay of opportunities will bring impenetrable
datkness upon themselves, and be candidates
{.r the wrath of God. Sodom and Goworrah
were visited with the curse of the Almighty,
{u their sins and iniquities.  There are those
s our day who have equally abused the mer-
cwaof God and slighted Lis warnings. It
w:ll be wore tolerable for Sodom and Go-
vrtal in the Day of Judgment, than for
taose who Lear the name of Christ yet dis-
i wor him by living unconsecerated lives.
L5 cliss ave laying up for themselves a fear-
. < retribution, when God in his wrath shail
1.t them with Lis judginents.

Sumers who have not had the light
-1 privileges of Seventh-day Adventists,
w.ii be in a wore favorable position before
1 al, i their ignorance, than those who have
‘«.u unfaithful while in close connection
».th Lis work, professing to love and serve
«au. The tears of Christ upon the mouut
et from an anguished, breaking heart be-
¢= 0 of his unrequited love and the ingrati-
i.ic ot lis chosen people. He had labored
.uuringly to save them from the fate that
tecd sewsiied determined to bring upon them-
»oes. But they refused his mercy, and
«.ow not the time of their visitation. Their
2o o privilege was ending, yet they were
v. tlinded by sin that they knew 1t not.

Juaus looked down through the centuries,
«ieiu to the close of time, and, taking in the
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cases of all who had and would repay his love
and admonitions with selfishness and negleet,
addressed to them those solemn words dcclus-
ing that they knew not the time of their
visitation. The Jews were gathering over
them the dark clouds of retribution, aud
many to-day, in like manner, are drawing
upon themselves the wrath of God, because
of opportunities unheeded, the counsels and
love of Jesus scorned, and his servants de
spised and hated for speaking the truth.

There is no place on the face of the carth
where so great a light has been granted, asat
B C——.  Even Jerusalem of old was
not more greatly favored with the beams of
Heaven’s light shining upon the way th.
ber people should tread. Yet they have
failed to walk in the full radiance of the
light, by faithful obedience, serving Gl
night and day. A sickly, dwarfed religion :»
the result of neglecting to follow the 1~
vealed light of the Spirit of the Lord. Eu-
ergy and love increase as we exercise thew,
and the Christian graces can only develop by
careful cultivation.

The state of many in B——C is truly
alarming, especially is this the case with a 1.
jority of the youth. Families have moved to
the place with the understanding that ih.y
were not to burden the church, but to be a
help to it. With a considerable number the
résult has been quite the contrary. Ti-
neglect of parents to properly discipline th
children, has been a fruitful source of eviliu
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=any families. The youth have not been re-
viraned, as they should have been. Parents
Lave neglected to follow the directions of the
Wond of God in this matter, and the children
teve taken the reins of government in their
et hunds. The consequence has been that

.»v have generally succeeded in ruling their

satvnts, instead of being under their author-
. \

The pavents are blind to the true state of
ieeir children, who have entirely succeeded

dccviving themY But those who have lost
2 coutrol of their children are not pleased

vien others seek to control them, or point
-« their defects for the purpose of correct-
..2them. The cause of God has been re-
'u..i.f-l in B C , by parents bringing
ir unruly and undisciplined childven into
‘o large church.  Many are living 1n con-
Vel hie ylect of their duty to bunnr up their
‘wolten In the nurture and admonition of
- Lurd, yet these very ones have most to
Y ,uuumuw the wickedness of the youth
C—— when it is the wrong ex-
o.deand evil influence of their own chil-

N dn at has demoralized the young people

L whom they have associated.

N uh families have brought upon this
-sech its heaviest burdens. They come with
:.~tbicas. They seem to expeet the church

i< faultless, and that it will tuke the re-
v - 2sibility of making their children Chris-
..s, those very children whom they, as
yaivals, are unable to control or keep within
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bounds. They throw themselves upon the
church, a terrible and crushing weight. Thev
might be of some help if they would yidli
their selfishness and strive to honor Gud, ut:d
try to repair the mistakes they have made s
their lives.

But they do no such thing, they hold thew-
selves aloof, ready to criticise the luck of
spirituality in the church, whose greatst
calamity is the numbering among its wew:
bers too many like themselves, dead wuighia
persons whose hearts and lives are uncui~e
crated and whose course is all wrong. Tic
institutions located at B—— C have
carried along too many diseased and litelem
bodies for their own prosperity and spiritual
vitality.

The church is suffering for want of unsel.
fish Christian workers. If all those whoure,
as a rule, unable to resist temptation, aud aive
too weak to stand alone, would remain away
from B C——, there would be a wu
purer -spiritual atmosphere in that plice
Those wholive upon the husks of othera fuil
ings and deficiencies, and who guather tw
themselves the unwholesome miasma of theis
neighbor’s neglects and shortcowmings, wakizg
themselves church scavengers, are no adva.
tage to the socicty of which they form a
part, but are an actual burden to the cowma:
nity upon which they inflict themsclves.

The church is in need, not of burdeia,
but earnest workers, nol fault-finders, bt
builders in Zion. Missionaries are reaiiy
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s~ded at the great heart of the work. Men
slo will keep the fort, men who will be true
a« ~tee] to preserve the honor of those whom
Gl bas placed at the head of his work, men
vLo will do their utmost to sustain the cause
. ull its departments, even at the sacrifice of
d.ir own interests and lives if need be.
Lut I was shown that there are but few
»iu bave the truth wrought in their very
« iy, who can bear the searching test of
t,ol. There are many who have taken hold
i the truth, but the truth has not taken
¢ 4l of them, to transform their hearts and
wanse them from all selfishness.  There are
e Who come to B C to help in the
vk, us well as many of the old members,
sio have a fearful account to render to God
{.r the hindrance they have been to the work
:rough their self-loveand unconsecrated lives.
teligion has no saving virtue if the char-
wters of those professing it do not corres-
-1l with their profession. God has gra-
.susly siven great light to hispeoplein B
v , but Satan has his work to accomplish,
w1 he brings his power to bear strongest at
. great heart of the work. He seizes
=+u and women who are selfish and uncon-
wviated, and makes of them sentinels to
s.wh the faithful servants of God, and
_stivn their words, their actions and their
wtives, to find fanlt and murmur at their
i vioofs und warnings.  Through them he
v atos suspicion and jealousy and seeks to
wwaken the courage of the faithful, to please
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the unsanctified and turn to naught the L
bors of God’s servants.

Satan has had great power over the wiss
of parents through their undisciplined cli..
dren. The sin of parental neglect sturis
marked against many Sabbath-keeping e
rents.  The spirit of gossip and tale-bearis.;
is one of Satan’s special agents to sow ki
cord and strife, to separate fiiends and uz.
dermine the faith of many in the truthi..
ness of our position. Brethren and sistens
are too ready to talk of the faults and errors
that they think exist in others, and especial.y
those who have borne unflinchingly the s
sages of reproof and warning given thew
God. .

The children of these complainers liste..
with open ears, and receive the poison of i.s
affection.  Parents are thus blindly clv-ic..
the avenues through which the heart, ¢
their children might be reached. How iz
families season their daily meals with do
and questionings? They dissect the chara
ters of their friends and serve them up u~ a
dainty dessert. A precious bit of slander i
passed around the board, to be comuent:i
upon, not only by adults but by children. |}
this God is dishonored. Jesus has sui
“Inasmuch as ye have done this to the ko
of these my brethren, ye have done it u:.:.
me.” Thevefore Christ is slighted and ubu.;
by those who slander his servants.

The names of God’s chosen servants Lave
been handled with disrespect, and in i
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canes With absolute contempt, by certain per-
»us whose duty it should be to uphold them.
What a work are these parents doing in
tuking infidels of their children even in
tieir childhood! These children have not
i.ld to hear the disrespectful remarks of
tieir parents in reference to the solemn ve-
;zoufs and warnings of God’s servants. They
bave understood the scornful jests and de-
iiecatory speeches that from time to time
iae wet their ears and tended to bring
scred and  eternal interests on a level with
.o common affairs of the world in their
tmiiels,

This is the way that children are taught
... e irreverent and to rebel against Heaven'’s
~yvoof of sin.  Spiritual declension can but
sinvail where such evils exist. These very
‘sthers and mothers are blinded by the enemy
t., marvel why their children are so inclined
» unbelief and to doubt the truth of the
f.rde. They wonder that they are so diffi-
«uil to reach by moral and religious influ-
¢.o~.  Had they spiritual eyesight they
».all at once discover that this deplorable
+.dition of things is the rvesult of their
.sx home influence, the offspring of their
svwsy and distrust. Thus many infidels
are vducated in the family circle of professed
ULristians,

There are many who find a special enjoy-
: -1t in discoursing and dwelling upon the
o ivets, whether real or imaginary, of those
Ly bear the heavy responsibilities in con-
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nection with the institutions of God. Ther
overlook the goud that has been accomplishe,
the benefits that have resulted from arduoia
labor and unflinching devotion to the caus:,
and fasten their attention upon some uj-
parent mistake, some matter that, after
has been done and the consequences have
followed, they fancy could have been done in
_ & better manner with fairer results. Wh-s
the truth is, had they been left to do the
work, they would either have refused to
move at all under the attending discoura-
ments of the case, or would have munuui
more indiscreetly than those wlo did ti.r
work, following the opening of God’s prov:-
dence.

But these unruly talkers will fasten up-a.
the more disagreeable features of the wi.k,
even as the lichen clings to the roughness «f
the rock. These persons are spirituaiis
dwarfed by continually dwelling upou thr
failings and faults of others. The wiv
morally incapable of discerning good aui
noble actions, unselfish endeavors, true berv
ism and self-sacrifice. They are not becut.
ing nobler and loftier in their lives and hojrs,
more generous and broad in their ideus atd
plans. They are not cultivating that charity
that should char.cterize the Christian's li.
They are degenerating every day, they i
becoming narrower in their prejudices 4.3
views.  Littleness is their element, and ti-
atmosphere that surrounds them is Pobuli -
to peace and happiness,



The great sin of B-—— C—— is neglect-
w2 t cherish the light which God has given
i.ew through his servants.  Said Christ to
iae npostles, “He that receiveth whomsoever
1 send, receiveth me; and he that receiveth
2., teceiveth him that sent me.”  Here it 1s
twic plain that those who reject the messa-
s uf God's servants, reject not only the
aa but also the Father.

Again he says, “But into whatsoever city
e cuter, and they receive you not, go your
way> out into the streets of the same, and
wi, Even the very dust of your city, which
.aveth on us, we do wipe off against you;
» swithstanding, be ye sure of this, that the
soglom of God is come mnigh unto you.
L.t I say unto you, that it shall be more
w.«rable in that day for Sodom, than for
st tity. Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe
.. thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works
:vi been done in Tyre and Sidon, wlich
s been done in you, they bad a great
v.ilv ago repented, sitting in sackeloth and
wies.  But it shall be more tolerable for
T.re and Sidon at the J udgment, than for
s-a. And thou, Capernaum, which art ex-
w.t.d 1o heaven, shalt be thrust down to hell.
ilc that heareth you heareth me, and he
..ot despisetl you despiseth me, and ke that
2+ iseth me despiseth him that sent me.”

How awfully solemn are these words! How
ortant that we should not be found re-
w. e the warnings and admonitions that
Vi islivers through his humble instruments;

P ot G
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for in slighting the light brought by lLis
messengers, we slight the Saviour of the woild
and the King of Glory. Many are runuing
this terrible risk and bringing upon thew.
selves the condemnation of God. The Al
mighty will not be trifled with nor alivs
his voice to be disregarded with impunity.

Brn. L and G did not bring that
relief to the cause ut B—— C that they
should have brought. Had they both tuke
hold humbly, in the fear of God, and pere-
vered in well-doing both in the church uwu
Office, they would have been a great blessing
to the work of God. Had they felt theirue
countability to God for the training and die
cipline of their children, they would have
been worthy examples to others. Theae
children needed not only the education .
quired at school, but they needed l.u:m
training that thelr mental and moral powers
should be developed in due proportion, vici
haviug its required exercise. The physicai,
mental and spiritaal capabilities should ie
~ developed in order to form a properly Lei-
anced character.

Children should be watched, guarded, =ui
disciplined in order to successfully acvein
plish this. It requires skill and patient il
to mould the young in the right muanwe:
Certain evil tendencies are to be carefully »
strained and tenderly rebuked, the miud o
to be stimulated in favor of the right. Tuie
child should be encouraged in attempting t.
govern self, and all this is to be done juws
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.

iously, or the very purpose desired is frus-
trated.

Pavents may well inquire, “Who is suffi-
cient for these things?”  God alone is the
satliciency, and if they leave him out of the
question, seeking not his aid and counsel,
i.pless indeed 1s the task of the parents.

Bug, by prayer, and study of the Bible, by
-aruest zeal on their part, they may succeed
..ly in this important duty, and be repaid
st hundred-fold for all their time and care.
Lt sossiping and anxiety for the external
s arance has taken the precious time that
vrould have been devoted to prayer and the
vking of wisdom and strength from God to
i.itil their most sacred trusts.  Parents who
.iv wise uuto salvation, will so ovder their
s.roundings that they will be favorable to
i formation of correct characters in their
c.ivdren. This is almost alwaysintheirpower.
e source of wisdom is open from which they
v ddraw wll necessary knowledge in this
< dectiol.

Tue Bible should be their text-book, a
vCame vich in instruction. If they train
i children according to its precepts, they
.t only set their young feet in the right
-ath, but they educate themselves in their
.. ~t holy duties. Iwmpressions made upon
v winds of the yoyng are hard to efface.
if.w hwportant then that these impressions
voradd be of the right sort, bending the
« tiv faculties of youth in the right direc-

b ade
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Certain parents have come to B C—
with their children and dropped them into
the church, as if they resigned from thence
forth all responsibility of their moral and
religious training. Brother and sister L.
and brother and sister G. have made a de
cided failure in disciplining their children, us
well as in properly regulating themsclves.
Their children have gloried in their frecdowm
to do as they pleased. They have been n-
leased from home responsibilities and have
despised restraint.

A life of usefulness appears to them like
a life of drudgery. Lax government at
home has unfitted them for any position,
and, as a natural consequence, they have re-
belled against school discipline.  Their cow-
plaints have been received and credited by
their parents, who, in sympathizing witi
their imaginary troubles, have encouragwi
their children in wrong-doing. Thest |u-
rents have in many instances believed puai-
tive untruths that have been foisted upnus
them by their deceiving children. A few
such cases of unruly and dissembling chililies
would do much towards breaking down i
authority in the school and demoraliziuy the
young people of our church. .

There is perfect order in Heaven, perfo
concord and agreement. If parents so L,
lect to bring their children under proper s
thority here, how can they hope that ti.:
will be considered fit companions for ti.c
holy angels in a world of peace and Luru.
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py. Indulgent parents who justify their
children in their wrong-doing are thereby
aeating an element that will bring discord
wto society and subvert the authority of
buth school and church.

Children need watchful care and guidance
a~ never before, for Satan is striving to gain
the control of their minds and hearts, and
driving out the Spirit of God. The fearful
state of the youth of this age constitutes one
of the strongest signs that we are living in
the last days. But tbe ruin of many may
e truced directly to the wrong management
uf the parents. The spirit of murmuring
s2ainst reproof has been taking root and is
tearing its fruit of insubordination. While
the parents are not pleased with the charac-
tew their children are developing, they fail
t see thie errors that make them what they
are.
Eli remonstrated with his sons, but did
ot act promptly in restraining them.  The
vase-loving, aflectionate futher was warned of
God that retribution would follow Lis neg-
ket, but even then he did not feel the im-
jrrtance of at once putting the disgusting
ovil away from Israel. He should have
tken prompt measures himself, but instead
of this he, with remarkable submission, says,
“{at the Lord do as seemeth him good.” 1f
te huad been aroused to the full guilt of his
Lo gicet, Israel might have been saved trom
the humility of defeat, and the ark of God
would not have fallen into the enemy’s hands.



86

God condemns the negligence that dallics
with sin and erime, and the insensibility thut
is slow to detect its baleful presence in the
families of professed Christians. He holis
parents accountable, in a great degree, for the
faults and follies of their offspring. Gl
visited with his curse, not only the sons of
Eli, but Eli himself, and this fearful example
should be a warring to the parents of this
time.

As I looked upon the perilous situation of
our youth, and was shown how indifferent
the parents were to their welfare, my heart
was sick and faint, angels were troubled un.i
wept with grief. The youth are passingiut.
the world and into the hands of Satuw.
They are becor-ing less susceptible to the
sweet influences of the grace of God, boller
and more defiant, with increasing disrespet
for eternal interests. I saw Satan planting
his banner in the households of those wlho
profess to be God’s chosen ones; but they who
are walking in the light should be able tw
discern the difference between the blick
banner of the adversary and the bluai
stained standard of Jesus Christ.

Children should be taught by precept and
example. Parents should meet this gruse
responsibility with fear and tremblig
Fervent prayers should be offered by thew
for divine strength and guidance in this tusk
In many families the seeds of vanity a.i
selfishness are sown in the hearts of ti.
children almost during babyhood,  Theu
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little cunning sayings and doings are com-
wented upon and praised in their presence,
and repeated with exaggerations to others.
TLe little ones take note of this and swell
with sclf importance, they presume to inter-
rupt conversation and become forward and
wpudent. Flattery and indulgence fosters
thetr vanity and willfulness, until the youngest
wot unfrequently rules the whole family,
ther and mother included.

The disposition formed by this sort of
traluing cannot be laid aside as the child
Latures to riper judgment. It grows with
tis zrowth, and what might Lave appeared
cauning in the baby, becomes contemptible
and wicked in the man or woman. They
+>X to rule over their associates, and if any
niwse to vield to their wishes, they consider
themselves aggrieved and insulted. This is
ivanse they have been indulged to their in-
sirvoin vouth Instead of being taught the
»dental necessary to bear the hardships
sid toils of life.

Parents frequently pet and indulge their
vuang children because it appears easier to
tastiage them in that way., It is sinoother
».1k 10 let them have their own way than to
<evk the unruly inclinations that rise so
viungly in their breasts. “Yet this course
~ cwardly, it is a wicked thing thus to
vick responsibility, for the time will come
»Lou these children, whose inclinations, un-
cvked, have strengthened into absolute
v.ies, will Lring reproach and disgrace upon
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themselves and their families. They go out
into busy life, unprepared for its temptatiows,
not strong enough to endure perplexities ata
troubles, passionate, overbearing, undisi.
plined, they seek to bend others to their wil,
and, failing in this, consider themselves ili-
used by the world, and turn against it.

The lessons of childhood, good or bad, an
not learned in vain. Character is developed
in youth for good or evil. At home there
may be praise and false flattery. Iu th-
world each stands on his own merits, The
pampered ones, to whom all home authority
has yielded, are there daily subjected to wort:
fication by being obliged to yield to other
Many are even then taught their true
places by these practical lessons of life. b
rebuffs and disappointments and plain lus
guage from their superiors, they often nua
their true level, and are humbled to undes
stand and accept their proper places. D:
this is a severe and unnecessary ordeal fo:
them to pass, and could be preveuted by
proper training in their youth.

The majority of these ill-disciplined viis
go through life at cross-purposes with tic
world, making a failure where they shou:1
have suceeded. They grow to feel thut tie
world owes them a grudge, because it dws
not flatter and caress them, and they tuke 1
venge by holding a grudge against the woiis
and bidding it defiance. ~Circumstancessui.o
times oblige them to affect a humility 1.3
do not feel, but it does not fit them with
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vatural grace, and their true characters are
sure to be exposed sooner or later.

If such persons have families of their own,
tey become arbitrary rulers at home, and
aisplay there the sclfish and unreasonable
aispusition  they are forced to partially con-
ou from the outside world. Their depen-
auits feel to the utmost all the faults of their
rarly training. Why will parents educate
tteir children in such a manner as to be at
w.r with those who are brought in contact
with them.

Their religious experience is moulded by
tie education of their childhood. The sad
wials, which prove so dangerous to the pros-
i-rity of a church, and which cause the un-
ielieving to stumble and turn away with
d-abt and dissatisfaction, usually arise from
- unsubdued and rebellious spirit, the off-
+.ring of parental indulgence in early youth.

lHow muauny lives are wrecked, how many
crumes are committed under the influence of
s juick-rising passion, that might have been
...vked in childhood, when the wmind was
swjivssible, and the heart easily influenced
i .o right and was Subject to a fond mother’s
wiil. [netlicient training of children lics at
e foundation of a vast amount of moral
» rvichedness.

Children who are allowed to have their
.wn way are not happy. The unsubdued
«iarl has not within itself the elements of
net and contentment.  The mind and heart
t.wst be disciplined and brought under proper
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restraint, in order for the character to har
monize with the wise laws that govern our
being.  Restlessness and discontent are tie
fiuits of indulgence and selfishness. Th-
soil of the heart, like a garden, will produc
weeds and brambles unless the secds of
precious flowers are planted there and n
ceive care and cultivation. As in visible ns
ture, so is it with the human soul.

The youth of B—— C are in a start
ling condition. While some of the chunk
have been burdened in regard to those ocvu:
pying responsible positions, and have lu:.
finding fault and murmuiing against reprov,
insinuating their doubts, and gossiping o
the affairs of others, their own souls lave
been enshrouded in darkness, and their ob.
dren have been leavened with the spirvit th
was working upon their parents. This
position 1is calculated to break down ull o
straint and authority. God holds tiww
parents respounsible for the malice and el
ion of the youth in their midst.

Satan has succeeded wonderfully in L
plans. Men of experience, fathers of faw.
ilies, who manifest a headstrong ditiace
when their track is crossed, show pliuis
that they can not or do not control A ia
selves. Then how can they succeed in ¢
trolling their children, who follow in ths.:
steps, and rebel against their authority i
all other restraint, even as they theiselsos
rebel against the authority of the churc
and the iustitutions with which they we
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eonnected.  Some of these professed Chris-
taus bave yielded themselves into the hands
I Satan and have becowne his instruments.
Teey influence souls against the truth, by
c«lubiting their insubordination and restless
socontent.  While professing righteousness,
siov are flying into the face of the Almighty,
w1 before they are aware of the enormity of
i.ir sin, they have accomplished the object
.i the adversary. The impression has been
~aiv, the shadow of darkness bas been cast,
we wrrows of Satan bave found their mark.
Verily, a little leaven has leavened the
coitre Jump.  Unbelief creeps in, takes hold,
iustens its grasp upon minds that would have
s Lolly accepted the truth.

Meanwhile these spasmodic workers for
~.tan, look innocently upon those who have
sufvad into skepticism, who stand unmoved
«.ber reproof or entreaty, and go farther in
caivlief than even they had dared to venture,
+ -1 daer themscelves that they ave, in com-
s with  these persous, virtuous and
: teous,  They faill to understand that
i« sad cases are the result of their own
..toidled  tongues and  wicked rebellion,
2t these tempted ones have fallen through
woir evil influence.  They started the dithi-
. oiv, they sowed the seeds of anarchy and
P

N fauily is justified in Lringing children
¢ Jp—— C—— who are not under the con-
oo uf thelr parents. If their parents have
wwivgurded the Word of God in the matter of
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instructing and training their children,
B C is no place for them. Thev
will ouly be the means of demoralizing tir
young people of that place, and bringing s
cord where peace and prosperity should rvi.
Let such parents take up the neglected woik
of restraining and disciplining their chilbi
before they venture to impose them upon tic
church at B C

Many are as guilty of neglect towanis
their children as was Eli, and the puuisi.
ment of God will as surely rest upon ti...
as upon him. The case of Bro. Ingrab.:.
was a marked one. God’s hand was stivthei
out in the wrath of his retribution, not 1.
over his children, but himself. "The Woni.:
God was plain, but its admonitions had t-+:,
trampled under foot; warnings had e
given unto him, reproofs administered, o
all were unheeded and the curse full uj -
him. Itis a terrible thing to neglest tu
education of children. Not only will thev o
lost in consequence, but the parents ti.:.
selves, who have so far departed from G...
as to lose all sense of their sacred respioa
bility, stand in a very perilous position s
regards eternal life.

Fond and indulgent parents, let ue jux
sent the case of a rebellious son as recorues
in Bible history for your instruction. *1If s
man have a stubborn and rebellious » .
which will not obey the voice of his futi.:
or the voice of his mother, and thut, wi-:
they have chastened him, will not Lussaca
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uato them, then shall his father and his
wuther lay hold cn him, and bring him out
<uto the elders of his city, and unto the gate
Jdohis place; and they shall say uuto the
«.iens of his eity, this our son is stubborn and
wonllivus, he will not obey our voice; he is
s sutton and a drunkard.  And all the men
{ Lis city shall stone him with stones, that
s die.  So shalt thou put evil away from
sorsig YOU and all Israel shall hear, and
far)

Loth the younﬂ' and old who are connected
it the Office should be looked after closely,
.»¢ their influence should be such as to work
srevtly agaiust the object designed by the
viive.  1f there are any employees whose in-
twtee 1s of a character to lead away from
is.«d unud the truth, there should not be a
~.went's question as to the disposal of their
aees. They should be sepavated from the
#lecat onee, for they are scattering from
e st instead of gathering with him.  They
~ virtuully servants of Satiu.

It there are young people connected with
o Udice whio do not respect the authority
4 jarents, and are ungovernable at howme,
< <pislng counsel and restraint, the curse of
54 will full upon them, and not only upon
t.us, but upon the Oflice, should they retain
i i services, and give them farther oppor-
1<aily o pervert the young with whow they
siv brought in contact there. Those who
«vupy responsible positions in the Oftice are
#~vautable for the prevailing influence there.
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And if they are indifferent to the course of
the insubordinate and impenitent in theis
employ, they become partakers of their six.

There bas been a covering up of iniquity
in B C God calls for a diticreit
order of things. The youth connected witi
his work should be select, those who will lta
improved, refined and ennobled by being u»
sociated with the cause of God. Faithiu
minute-men arve needed at every post of duty,
especially at the great heart of the wuii
Those who profess the truth should guar,
like sloepless sentinels, the intercst cof tie
cause at the Office, and sacredly guurd thea
selves and each other from spiritual coutac..
ination.

Those who have imbibed the spirit of i.ic
pendence, and come to B C an At
dents in our schools, thinking to do as thes
please in all matters, should be quickly u.
deceived and bronght under proper disciplise
But especially sliould the youth residinyg a:
C , be brought under the strici
rules, to guard their integrity and woralis:.
If they refuse to submit to these regulatio:s.
they should be expelled trom the scliool, w:
cut off from association with those whow thi;
are demoralizing by their wrong example.

Parents living at a distance send theircl.
dren to B—~— C—— to educate thew, feck:;
pertect confidence that they will there revviis
the proper moral training and not be exprew,
to wrong influences. It is due these pats ..
of our school, to purify the morul atmoophie
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tzere. A lack of propriety and a laxness of
vt virtue has been developing among a
witain class of young men and women in
L--—C . Some of these are low in the
w e of morality, and are influencing the

.z students, who have been seut there
It a distance, and have not the advantages
i pwrental advice and protection.  This
.- uld Le attended to at once for it 15 a wat-
¢ of grave lmportance.

Tue intluence of some youth in B——
L is demoralizing. They seem to think
¢ janise-worthy to appear independent and
o aistespect the authority of thelr parvents.
Cuathy gives a faithful description of this
tamoof youth in these words, “This know also,
.ol in the Jast days perilous times shall come ;
.« men shall be lovers of their own selves,
aovetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, dis-
.o ment 10 pavents, unthankful, unholy,
v.out natural affection, trucebreakers, fulse
v+ w>eTs, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those
ted are good, traitors, heady, lighwiuded,
- +oos of pleasures more than lovers of God.”

Tue influence of this class upon the youth
i B—— Com— is doing much harm. - Their
s wiersation and  example is contemptibly
. w. The young whose morals are establish-
i, and whose minds arve of un elevated char-
v = ¢, would find no attraction in their society
i1 would therefore be beyond the reach of
wwezintiucrce.  But there are young men and
«.won who tind pleasure in the company of
vt sack persous.  Satan has marked success
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in benumbing the spiritual sensibilities «
certain minds who have believed the truth,
and clouding them with false ideas until ths y
are unable to discern right from wrun..
Then suggestions are made to underwine
their confidence in the chosen servants of
God, and they are led into positive unbelicd.

If the young would choose the compiny of
those whose lives are an honor to thewr piu
fession, they would escape many serious daa
gers. Satan is constantly seeking the rui.
of those who are ignorant concerning iis
devices, yet feel not their special necd of the
prayersand counsel of experienced and gwiiv
friends. Many of the youth who cowe tu
B C with good resolutions to live
Christian lives, fall in with a class of vou.p
people who take them by the hand, under ti.-
guise of friendship, and lead them direciiy
into Satan’s snare. The enemy dours w:
always come as a roaring lion, he frequent
appears azan angel of light, assuming frivn»
airs, presenting peculiar temptations, .t
cult for the inexperienced to withstu.t
Sometimes he accomplishes his purpue </
deluding the unwary, by exciting the pitv .
their sympathetic natures, when he pres nu
himself before them as a righteous being wi..
has been persecuted without a causc.

Satan finds willing instruments to dv is
work. He exercises a skill in this diivet <
that years of experience has perfected. 1
uses the accumulated knowledge of uges t
execute his malicious designs.  Iguurass
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vouth play themselves into the hands of
Sstun for him to use as instruments to lead
wuls to ruin. Those who yield to Satan’s
juwer gain no happiness thereby.  They are
wever contented or at rest.  They are dis-
wtistied, querulous and irritable, unthankful
«id rebellious.  Such an one is the young
wen now under review. But God will have
wrcy upon bim, if he sincerely repents, and
tvomes converted.  His sins may be washed
a~ay by the atoning blood of Jesus. .

The Saviour of the world offers to the er-
nng the gift of eternal life. He watches for
s tesponse to his offers of love and forgive-
axs with a more tender compassion than
iLat which moves the heart of an earthly
jwrent to forgive a wayward, repenting, suf-
feriug son.  Heé cries after the wanderer, Re-
tsrn unto me and I will return unto you.
If the sinner still refuses to heed the voice
o mercy which calls after him with tender,
paving love, his soul will be left in dark-
LY

But if he neglects the opportunity pre-
wuted bim and goes on in his evil course,
e wrath of God will, in an unexpected
wontent, break forth upon him. Those who,
teing often veproved, harden their hearts,
v..all be suddenly destroyed, and that with-
..t remedy. This young man has wmade
.kt of his futher’s authority, and despised
»-uuint. The fear of the Lord is the be-
vining of wisdom. Itlays at the foundation
I a proper education. Those who, having

wrisny 27 7
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a favorable opportunity, have failed to legrn
this first great lesson, are not only disquali-
fied for service in the cause of God, but ur:
a positive injury to the community in whick
they live.

Solomon exhorts the youth, DMy son,
hear the instruction of thy father, and for-
sake not the law of thy mother, for they
shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head,
and chains about thy neck. My son, if siu-
pers entice thee, consent thou not. Wisdon
crieth without ; she uttereth her voice in the
streets ; she crieth in the chief place of cou-
course, in the opening of the gates; iu the
city she uttereth her words, saying, how lung,
ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity { uud
the scorners delight in their scorning, uud
fools hate knowledge? Turn you ut wmy
reproof ; behold, I will pour out my spirit
unto you, I will make known my words uuto
you. Because I have called and ye refused ;
I have stretched out my hand and no man re
garded ; but ye have set at nought all wy
counsel, and would none of my reproof. I
also will laugh at your calamity ; I will mock
when your fear cometh; when yonr feur cow-
eth as desolation, and your destraction cow-
eth as a whirlwind; when distress and au-
guaish cometh upon you. Then shall they call
upon me, but I will not answer; they shall
seek me early, but they shall not ind me. For
that they hated knowledge, and did not chuose
the fear of the Lord. They would none of wy
counsel; they despised all my reproof. Ther
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fore shall they eat of the fruit of their own
say, and be filled with their own devices.
For the turning away of the simple shall slay
tbem, and the prospexity of fools shall de-
stroy them.  But whoso hearkeneth unto me
iall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from
fear of evil”

Urder should be maintained in the differ- -
entinstitutions of our churchat B——C——.
lsubordination should be overruled. None
Lould be retained in the Oflice who have
tevts instructed by Sabbath-keeping parents,
aid have been privileged to hear the truth,
vt rebel against its teachings. No  per-
s .1 should Le connected with the sacred
wurk of God who speak lightly of it, or treat
ot hdly faith with disrespect. Those who
Lave been counected with the Office for quite
« Jeugth of time, and have had ample oppor-
1.5ty to become acquainted with our faith,
vel manifest opposition to the truth, should
= 1 louger be retained in the Oflice.

Their influence is against the truth if they
autinue to neglect the light, and slight
wiration. This very indifference bas a
odiing influence upon the faith of others,
L, Jdraw  them away from God. These
copeuitent, unimpressible ones should not
wcupy positions that might be filled by per-
w s who will respect the truth and yield to
ize influence of the Spirit of God by beingso
«.ly connected with this sacred work.

Tie influence of our young people in the
¢idee 1s not what it should be. W and
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B—— have virtually worked against the
cause. The influence of their conversation
and deportment has been such as to disgust
unbelievers and turn them from our faith and
from Christ. Theyoungwhoheednotthe waru-
ings of the Word of God, and slight the tesu-
monies of the Spirit of God can only be a
living curse to the Office, and should be sepu
rated from it.

The youth whose influence is demoraliziny,
should have no connection with our colluge.
Those who are possessed of a love-sick seuti-
mentalism, and make their attendance ut
school an opportunity for courting and ex.
changing improper attentions, should L
brought under the closest restrictions. Au-
thority must be maintained. Justice and
Mercy are twin sisters standing side by side.

If no eflorts are made to correct the
state of things existing at B—— C——, it
will soon be a place for the encouragement v
immorality and dissipation. Will purents
and those in charge of our institutions slev}.
while Satan is taking possession of the wivd
of the children? God abhors the sins that
are fostered and concealed by the churck,
cherished in the Office, and sheltered under
the paternal roof. Let parents, and those ic
authority, earnestly take hold of the work
and purge this evil from their midst.

We are living in the last days. John ex-
claims: “ Woe to the inhabiters of the earth
and of the sea ! for the devil is come dows
unto ‘you having great wrath, because ke
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knoweth that he hath but a short time.”
‘Jesus Christ is the only refuge in these peril-
ous times. Satan is at work in secrecy and
durkness. Cunningly he draws away the fol-
luwers of Christ from the cross, and brings
.them into self-indulgence and wickedness.

Vital interests are located at B—— C——,
and Satan is opposed to everything that will
strengthen the cause of Christ and weaken
uis own power. He is diligently laying plans
w undermine the work of God. He never
rests for a moment when he sees that the

right is gaining the ascendency. He has

legious of evil angels that he sends to every
puxms where light from Heaven is shining upon
the people. “Here he stations his pickets to
wize every unguarded man, woman, or child,
and pass them over to his service.

B— C is the great heart of the
work, and, as the human heart throws out its
living current of blood into the body, so does
the management of this headquarters of our
cLurch affect the whole body of believers. If
tbe physical heart is healthy, the blood
that is sent from it through the system is
also healthy; but if this fountain is 1mpure,
the whole organism becowmes diseased by the
jodson of the vital fluid. So it is with us.
If the heart of the work becomes corrupt,
tLe whole churel, in its various branches and
interests, scattered abroad over the face of
the carth, suffers in consequence.

Satan’s chief work is at the headquarters
Jf our fuith. He spares no pains to corrupt
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men in responsible positions, and persuade
them to be unfaithful to their trusts. He in-
sinuates his suspicions and jealousies in the
minds of those whose business it is to do
God’s work faithfully. "While God is testing
and proving these helpers, and fitting theut
for their posts, Satan is doing his utmost to
deceive and allure them, that they may not
only be destroyed but influence others tv do
wrong and injure the great work. He secks
by all the means in his power to shake the
confidence of God's peopie in the voico of
warning and reproof, by which God desigus
to purify the church and prosper his caus.

It is Satan’s plan to weaken the faith of
God’s people in the testimonies. Next ful
lows skepticism in regard to the vital poiuts
of our faith, the pillars of our position, theu
doubt as to the Holy Scriptures, and then the
downward march to perdition. When the
testimonies, once believed, are doubted, aul
given up, Satan knows the deceived ones will
not stop at this, but he redoubles his etRorta
till he launvhes them into open rebeilioy,
which becomes incurable and endsin destruc
tion.

Satan bhas gained marked advantage i
B C——, because the people vi Gui
have not guarded the outposts: The very
men whose labors God has signified he woul i
accept if they were fully consecrated, har
been the ones to be deceived, to fuil i
their duties, and to prove a terrible burdew
and discouragement, instead of the help eid
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~ blessing that they should have been. These
wen who were trusted to keep the fort, have
well nigh betrayed it into the hands of the
encmy. They have opened the gates to a
wily foe who sought to destroy them.

Men of experience have seen stealthy
bands slipping the. bolts that Satan might
cuter, yet they have held their peace with
apparent indifference as to the results. Some
have been glad to see this, asit seemed an ex-
tenuation of their past neglect, which made it
a nveeessity to call for others to fill the posts
of responsibility that they had abused or
negleeted.  This lack of watchfulness on the
part of these newer incumbents seemed to
vxcuse the former for their own want of faith-
fulness, pointing the fuct that others were
fully as derelict in their duty.

These persons do not realize that God holds
thew responsible for every advantage gained
Ly the foe who is admitted to the fort. The
Jesolation and ruin following lays at the door
of the unfaithful sentinels, who, by their
negleet, become agents in the hands of the
adversary to win souls to destruction. Men
i responsible positions should seek  wisdom
aud guidance of God and not trust in their
ewn judgment and knowledge. They should,
ke Solomon, earnestly pray for faith and
i.ght, and he will give them frecly of his
abundant supply.

God would have his work done intelli-
zently, not in a hap-hazard manner. He
would have it done with faith and careful ex-
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actitude, that he may place the sign of Lis
approval upon it. Those who love him and
walk with fear and humility before him, be
will bless, and guide, and connect them witk
Heaven. If the workers rely upon him Le
will give them wisdom and correct their in-
firmities, so that they will be able to do the
work of the Lord with perfection.

We must put on the armor and be pre-
pared to successfully resist all the attacks of
Satan. His malignity and cruel power i
not sufficiently estimated. When bhe finds
himself foiled upon one point, he ussumes
new ground and fresh tactics, and tries aguin,
working wonders in order te deceive and de
stroy the children of men. The youth should
be carefully warned against his power. ai
patiently and prayerfully directed how to eu-
dure the trials sure to come upon them iu
this life. They should be led to cling to the
Word of God and give attention tc cownse!
and advice.

Living faith in the merits of a crucitiud
Redeemer will carry them through the fiery
furnace of affliction and trial. The form of
the Fourth will be with them in the ficree
heéat of the furnace, which will not lcave
even the smell of fire upon their garments
Children should be encouraged to becowe
Bible students and have firm religious prita-
ples that will stand the test of the perils sure
to be experienced by all those who live upun
earth during the last days, in the closing bis
tory of the world.



105

Epistle Number One.

TuE following testimony was written Jan.,
15875, and was acknowledged by Bro. L——
w be true, and that it gave him light and hope.

Bro. H L , you are backslidden
fromn God. Your views of God’s require-
wents have never been too well defiued nor
two strict. It is no excuse for you to become
lad in your duties and less vigilant because
the course of sc many professed Christians is
wiong. You have not been consecrated to
Gud. You have not felt your dependence
upon him to keep you, and therefore you have
ivcn overcome and brought into the slavery
of doubt ; and the bondage of unbelief has
cLained your soul.  You do not glorify God
w your life.  Our faith sometimes looks to
you very questionable. The reason of this
i with ydurself. In the world, truth and
falschood are so mixed that oneis not always
clearly discerned from the other. But why
Las one who professes the truth so little
sirength?  Because he understands not his
«wn 1gnorance and his own weakness. If he
siew this, if he was distrustful of himself, he
suuld feel the importance of Divine help to
jrvserve him from the wiles of the enemy.
We need to be active, working Christians, un-
w.ish in heart and life, having an eye single
w the glory of God. Oh! what wrecks of
weakness we meet everywhere ! Silent lips,
szd fruitless lives! 'This, said the angel, is
Wvause of falling under temptation. Noth-
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ing mars the peace of the soul like sinful un-
belief.

You should not give up in despair, thinkin;
you must live and die in the bondage of dout.
and unbelief. Inthe Lord we have righwous-
ness and strength. Lean uponhim,through bis
power you may quench all the fiery durts of
the adversary, and come off more than cuu-
queror. You may still become sanctitind
through the truth ; or you may, if you chous,
walk in the darkness of unbelief, lose Heaver,
and lose all. By walking in the light wud
working out the will of God, you may over-
come your selfish nature.

You have been ready to give of yuur
means, but withheld yourself. You have not
felt called upon to make sacrifices w hick
would involve care and a willingness to dv
any work for Christ, be it ever so huihie.
God will bring you over the ground aguic
and again until you, with humble bheart a.:
subdued mind, bear the test that he inticts,
and are sanctified wholly to the service i
the work of God. Then you may win in.
mortal life. Which will you choose! Gui
will not be trified with. You may be » fulix
developed man in Christ Jesus; or you wajy
be a spiritual dwarf, gaining no victories
You may live for yourself and lose Heaver.
Will you, my brother, choose a life of seif
denial and selfsacrifice, doing your wuss
with cheerfulness and joy, perfecting Cliu
tian character, and pressing on for the iw
mortal reward ? - Christ accepts no divided
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service. He asks for all. It will not do to
withhold anything. He bas purchased you
with an infinite price, and he requires that
all you have shall be yielded to him a willing
ofering.  If you are fully consecrated to him
in heart and life, faith will take the place of
doubts, and confidence the place of distrust
and unbelief. '

My brother, you are in positive danger
through neglecting to carry out health reform
wore strictly in your own life and in your
fanily. Bro. L——, your blood is impure,
aud you are still corrupting and inflaming
it by the gratification of taste. Never be be-
iraved into indulging in stimulants, for this
will Le followed not only by reaction and loss
of physical strength, but with benumbed
mwtellect.  Strictly temperate habits in eating
and drinking, with firm trust in God, will im-
j:ove your physical, mental,and moral health.
You are of a highly excitable temperament.
You have but little self-control, and frequent-
Iv say and do things under exciten.ent, which
sou afterwards regret.  You should call a
ictermined will to your aid in the warfare
asainst your own inclinations and propensi-
ties.  You need to keep the avenues of your
~.al upen for the reception of light and truth.
Bat when something occurs to test and prove
you, prejudice  frequently comes in, and you
arise ut once against what you deem a re-
siaction of your liberty or an infringement
wj=u your rights.

Tus Word of God plainly presents this
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truth before us: that our physjcal nature
will be brought into warfare with the spirit-
ual. The apostle charges us to abstain frow
fleshly lusts which war against the soul
Every perverted appetite becomes a warting
Just. Appetite indulged to the injury of
physical strength, causes disease of the soul.
The lust which the apostle mentions is nut
confined to the violation of the seventh cow.
mandment, but every indulgence of the tust
which lessens physical vigor is a warring Jusi.
The apostle declares that he who would guix
special victories and make higher attainincnta
in righteousness, must be “temperate in all
things.” Temperance in eating and drinking
at our tables as well as the exercise of temper-
ance in every other respect, is essential it we
would overcome as Christ overcame. G
has given us light not to be treated inditicr-
ently, but to be our guide and help.

You need to cultivate self-control. The
lesson you should have learned in your youtk
should he mastered now. Discipline y ourseif
to die to self, to bring your will in subjectio.
to the will of Christ. A deep and thoroust
conversion 1is essential, or you, my dcar
brother, will fail of eternal life. Your servie
in the cause of God must be more hearty, fui:
and thorough. You cannot perfect Christiaz
character by serving God when you fui
inclined to do so, and neglecting it when yuo
please. A decided change must take place 1z
your life, and you must obtain a diflerent ex-
perience from what you have yet had or yuur
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service will not be accepted of God. Our Heav-
- caly Father has been very gracious to you.
He has dealt tenderly with you. Sickness
aud disease came upon you when you were
auprepared to die, for you had not perfected
Christian character and had not a moral fit-
uess for Heaven.

Satunstood by yoursideto afflictand destroy,
that you might be numbered with the trans-
gressors.  Fervent and effectual prayer pre-
vailed in your behalf. Angels were sent to
».it and watch about you to guard and pro-
Lot you from Satan’s power and preserve
vour life.  God has, in his matchless love,
crauted  you another trial.  Not because of
auy goodness or virtue in you, but because of
bi» mercy he has answered the prayers of
fath.  Your probation was lengthened that
yuu might have an opportunity to redeem the
just, overcome the defects in your character,
ad show in your life that devotion to God
wkLich he claims from you. You have had
civtions of gratitude, but you have not ex-
ierienced that heart-felt thankfulness and
tvoming humility that should have been
sindled by his unsurpassed love.

You have not sufficiently felt your obliga-
tous to God for sparing yourlife.  You have,
for pettish reasons of your own, excused
vounself time and again from religious duties
» Lich devolve upon us at all times and under
sl creumstances. Feelings of discourage-
w.cut are no apology before God for the neg-
«ctof a single duty. Youarenot your own,
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you have been purchased by the blood of
Christ. He claims all that you are capuble
of doing ; your time and strength are not your
own.

God indicated that you could be educated
to act a part in his cause; but it was neces-
sary that your mind should be trained auud
disciplined to work in harmony with the plau
of God. Youcould gain the required experi:
ence if you would ; you had the privilege e
sented before you of denying your inclination,
as your Saviour had given you an example i
his life. But you have not placed yoursclf is.
a position to learn all that you could and ali
that it was important for you to learn in or
der to make a correct worker in the cause of
God. There were some things to reform i
yourself before the Lord could use you effect.
ually as his instrument.

Bro. L——, it was a sacrifice for you to
leave your farm, you enjoyed your life ther
You did not come to Battle Creek from chuin-.
You had no knowledge of the work in cou-
nection with the publishing interest. Dut
you was determined to do the best you could,
and you have in many respects done well.
But many things have arisen as stumbling
blocks in yourway. The course of Bro. A
was wrong in many respects, bat you alw
did nct preserve your consecration to Gud,
you united with Bro. A in spirit, sud
did not stand free; you displeased God iu
many things and separated your soul frowm
him. Satan was obtaining great power over
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you, yo;ar steps had well nigh slipped, you were
alaiost gone in unbelief when sickness arrest-
~J your course. It was in great mercy that
Gud spared you and gave you a new lease of
wle. But you have not made an entire sur-
svuder to him, your stebborn will hasnot been
ruldued and softened, you need a new con-
wenion.  You have been easily fretted and
sunoved, you have braced yourself to resist
«»ervihing that you thought reflected upon
iu, vour feelings have arisen like a flash when
sarthing has touched your pride. Now my
t-ur brother, this is all wrong. This you must
wercome or'the enemy will gain the victory
wibr you.

You have felt sick at heart because you
zd notlove the workin B C——  You
tave looked back towards O——— for your
teart Is there, and your body should be where
vour beart is. ,God has been testing and prov-
. vou ; how have you borne the test? You
wwied to be planed and polished, to have the
s and jagged points of your character
sowoved, that you might become refined for
. Kingdom of Heaven. How hard it is for
t.uan nature to deny inclination, to leave
Zatering worldly inducements aud, through
.ove of their Saviour and  their fellow-men,
visdeny their own pleasure iu order to engage
w1 direetly in the service of God.

bro. L , you do not enter heart and
«.:l nto the work. You have never made
.+ a direct personal interest, and it is not
i;ovable to you. If you had been so dis-
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w
posed, you could have trained your mind to
better understand the work ; but you have, iu
a manner, held aloof from it, you have nut
connected yourself closely with it, and triwd
to become familiar with its various branches

You are not as social and courteous as you
should be, and your cold, unapproachuble
manner is not pleasing to God. You ullow
your feelings to be easily excited. No muu
can properly fill a position in connection with
the work of God who is controlled by fecliny
and moves from impulse. Your mind must
come in closer connection with God, and your
sympathies and interest be more identitid
with those who are engaged in his work, or
you can be of no use in advancing the cauw
in B—C You are too independeut
and exclusive, you need to soften and assiui-
ilate your disposition to the mind and feelin g
of others. You can, as a business man atd
as a Christian, do much valuable service for
the cause of God if you only surrender your
will and your way to the Lord. Youncedte
be sanctified by the truth, your mind ele
vated above every personal consideration ur.i
every selfish interest.

I point you to thelife of Jesusas a perfevt
pattern. His life was characterized by dis
interested benevolence. Precious Saviout’
What sucrifices has he made for us that we
should not perish but have everlasting life
Heaven will be cheap enough if we resig:
every selfish interest to obtain it. Cuu wz
afford to have our own way and take our
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selves out of the hands of God because it is
wore pleasing to our nature ¥ God requires
jerfect submission and perfect obedience.
Fternal life is worth everything to us.  You
way come in close connection with God if you
will agonize to enter into the straight gate.

You could never be aware of your deficien-
¢ivs unless you were brought where these
driiciencies were developed by circumstances.
You have not felt as you should since you
Lave come to B C——. You have not
cutered freely and heartily into the work and
wade it your chief interest. You have cher-
vlied an independence that could not be
taintained if you realized your true position ;
shat you are an apprentice, learning how to
work in the very best manner for the pros-
jurity of God’s cause, that you are a scholar,
swcking to obtain knowledge concerning that
with which you are unacquainted. You
ould have made much greater progress had
vuu carnestly tried to serve God as an efficient
worker.

You have been too reserved, you have not
<l into close relation with men engaged in
:ue ditferent departments of the work, you
tave not been familiar enough to consult with
:Lew as you should and move understanding-
iv. You might have been a more efficient
telper had you done this. You have moved
i much according to your own judgment
aud carried out your own ideas and plans.
Ti.cre has been a lack of harmonious connec-
%uis between the workers.  Those who might

o=y 2 S
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have helped you, have been reluctant to im-
part their knowledge to you on account of
this lack of familiarity on your part, and also
because you move so much from impulse and
feeling that they dreaded to approach you.

The Saviour of the world was the adural
of the angels, he was a prince in the roy.l
courts of Heaven. But he laid aside his glory
and clothed his divinity with bumanity. He
became the meek and lowly Jesus. His rick-
es and glory he left in Heaven, and he becawe
poor that we, through his poverty, might 1<
made rich. Three years he was going frow
place to place, a homeless wanderer. bt
selfish men will repine and murmur if calle-i

“to leave their little earthly treasure fu:
Christ’s sake, or to labor in the work of suv-
ing souls for whom Christ gave his precious
life. Ob, whatingratitude! Noonecan ap
preciate the blessings of redemption unlexs Le
feels that he can joyfully afford to make uny
aud every sacrifice for the love of Christ
Every sacrifice made for Christ enriches the
giver, and every suffering and privation .
dured for his dear sake increases the over
comer’s final joy in Heaven.

You kaow but little of real sacrifice arnd
genuine denial of self. You bave had iut
little experience in hardships and taxation «f
your energies. Your burden has been lizi.,
while others have been loaded down with s
ious responsibilities. The young man w}:
asked Jesus what he should do that he wi,is
have eternal life, was answered “Keep tLe
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commandments.” He confidently and proudly
replied, “All these have I kept from my youth
ap. What lack I yet?” Jesus looked pity-
ingly upon the young man, he loved him and
Le knew the words which he spoke would
swparate him  from himseif forever. Never-
tbeless Jesus touches the plague-spot of his
sonl.  He says to the young man, “Go and
w1l that thou hast, and give to the poor. and
thuu shalt have treasure in heaven ; and come
sud follow me.” The young man wanted
Heaven but not enough to withdraw his af-
{.ction from his earthly treasnre. He refus-
el 10 yield to the conditions required by God
v order to enter into life. He was very
v.rrowful, for he had great possessions which
Le thought weve too valuable to exchange for
«terual rewards.  He had asked what he must
v to be saved and the answer had been giv-
¢x. But bis avorldly heart could not make the
w.ciitice of his wealth to become Christ’s dis-
«ple.” His decision was to give up heaven
sud to cling to his earthly treasure. How
L.any are now making the very same decision
viich tixed the destiny of this young man.

Huave we any of us an opportunity of doing
w.wzething for Christ, how eagerly should we
w 2o 1t and with the greatest earnestness do
sl we can to be co-workers with him. The
vory trials that task our faith most severely,
o4 make it seem that God has forsaken us,
s¢ o lead us more closely to Christ, that we
2y lay all our burdens at his feet and ex-

;e nicuce the peace he will give us in exchange.
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You need a new conversion, to be sanctifi:
through the truth, to become in spirit like
little child, meek and humble, relying whail,
upon Christ as your Redeemer. Yuu:
pride and independence is closing your heart
to the blessed influences of the Spivit of (e
and rendering your heart as unimpressible o
the hard-beaten highway.

You have yet to learn the great lessou ¢
faith. When you surrender yourself cutiny
to God, when you fall all broken upon Jesus,
you will then be rewarded by a victory, ti.
joy of which you havenever yet expericici
As you review the past with a clear visivi,
you will see that at the very time when lic
seemed to you only a perplexity and a bus
den, Jesus himself was near you, secking .
lead you into thelight. = Your Father was t..
your side, bending over you with unuttwrut.-
love, afflicting you for your good, as the n
finer purifies the precious ore. When vo
have thought yourself forsaken, he wis tea:
you to comfort and sustain. We selda.
view Jesus as he is, and ave never so ready .
recelve his help as he is to help us.

What a victory you will gain when 3.
learn to follow the opening providences
God with grateful heart and a determinat. -
to live with an eye single to his glory, in »ica
ness or health, in abundance or want. ~:f
is alive and quivering at every touch. =.f
must be crucified before you can -
come in the name of Jesus and reccive tie
reward of the faithful.
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Necessity of Harmony.

Tue Spirit of God will not abide where
there is disunion and contention among be-
iievers in the truth.  KEven if these feelings
are unexpressed they take possession of the
Leart and drive out the peace and love that
ould characterize the Cluistian church.
[Ley are the result of selfishness in its full-
oUsense. This evil may take the form of
wordinate self-esteem, or an undue longing
fur the approbution of others, even if it is
waained yndeservedly.

Sclf-exaltation must be renounced by those
who profess to love God and keep his com-
wandwents, or they need not expect to be
ti~sed by his divine favor.

The moral and religious influence at the
Health Institute must be elevated in order
tv mect the' approbation of Heaven. The
idulgence of selfishness will surely grieve
Lo Spirit of God from the place. Physicians,
superintendent and helpers should work har-
wenlously in the spirit of Christ, each es-
seming othier better than himself.

The apostle says, ¢ with some have com-
passion, making a difference.”  This differ-
e is not to be exercised in a manner of
{nvoritism.  No  countenance should be
sven 10 2 spirit that implies “if you favor
we. L will favor you.” This is unsanctified
«.ldly policy, which displeases God. It is
~wving fuvors and admiration for the sake of
gaib. It is showing a partiality for certain
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ones whereby we expect to secure advantage
by them. It is seeking their good will by
indulgence that we may be held in greater
estimation than others fully as worthy as our
selves. It is a hard thing to see one's uwa
errors, but every one should realize how crucl
is the spirit of envy, rivalry, distrust, fuult.
finding, and dissen3ion.

We call God our Father. We cluim to e

children of one family, and when there is »
disposition to lessen the respect and influcuce
of one another, to build up ourselves, we
please the cnemy und grieve Him whow we
profess to follow. The tenderness and weivy
that Jesus has revealed in his own precivus
life, should be an example to us of the wauu-
ner in which we should treat our fellow L.
ings, and especially those who are our bruth.
_ers in Christ.
" God is continually benefiting us, but we
are too indifferent to his favors. We have
been loved with an infinite tenderness, uud
yet many of us have little love for one un
other. We are too severe upon those we
suppose to be in error, and are vory seusitive
. to the least blame or' question in regard to
our own course.

Hints are thrown out, and sharp criticisun
of each other, but at the same time the very
ones who do this are blind to their own ful
ings. Others can see their errors, but they
cannot see their own mistakes. We aic
daily recipients of the bounties of Heuvey,
and should have loving gratitude springig
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up in our hearts to God, which should cause
us tw sympathize with our neighbors and
wake their interests our own. Thoughts
«ud meditations upon the goodness of God to
us would close the avenues of the soul to
Satan's suggestions.

Gud's love for usis proved daily, yet we
are thoughtless of his fuvors and inditferent
w his entreaties. He seeks to impress us
with his Spirit of tenderness, his love aud
furbcarance; but we scarcely recognize the
wurks of lus kindness, and have httle sense
uf the lesson of love he desires us to leurn.
Somne, like Haman, forget all God’s favors,
Lecause Mordecai is before them and is not
disgraced, because their hearts are filled with
cwmity and hatved vather than love and the
spirit @i our dear Redeemer, who gave his
,..‘uona life for his enemies. We profess to
Lave the sume Futher, and are bound to the
sate Tunnortal home, enjoy the same solemn
{aith, believe the same testing essage, and
yet many arve at strife with each other like
iarrelsowe  children.  Some who are en-
~wed in the same branch of the work are at
wartance with one another and therefore at
vatiance with the spirit of Christ.

The love of praise has corrupted many
wrarts.  Those who have been connected with
the Health Institute have at times manifested
« »pirit of finding fault with the plans of
~thers, and Satan has given them a hold upon
e winds of others there, who have accepted
theae persons as blameless, while innocent
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people have been charged with wrong. Itis
a wicked pride that delights in the vauity of
one’'s own works, boasts of one’s excelleut
qualities, seeking to make others seem infe-
rior, in order to exalt self, claiming more glor
than the cold heart is willing to give to Gul

The disciples of Christ will heed the Mus
ter’s instruction. He has bade us love oue
another even as he has loved us. Religiun
is founded upon love to God, which also lewls
us to love each other. It isfull of gratitude,
Bumility, long-suffering. It is self-sacriticin,,
forbearing, merciful and forgiving. It sanc.
tifies the whole life, and extends its intluence
over others.

Those who love God cannot harbor hutres
or envy. When the heavenly principle of
eternal love fills the heart, it will flow out tu
others, not merely because favors are re.
ceived of them, but because love is the pri.
ciple of action, and modifies the character,
governs the impulses, controls the passivis,
subdues enmity, and elevates and ennobius the
affections.  This love is not contracted »o s
merely to include ¢ me and mine,” but i» as
broad as the world, and as high as heaver
and is in barmony with that of the ang!
workers. This love cherished in the svul
sweetens the entire life and sheds a refini:.;

“influence on all around. Possessing it, w.
can but be happy, let fortune smile or frow..
If we love God with all the heart we
also love his children. This love is the Spirat
of God. It is the heavenly adorning tia:
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gives true nobility and dignity to the soul,
and assimilates our lives to that of the
Muster. No matter how many good quali-
lies we may have, however honorable and
ntined we may consider ourselves, if the soul
i not baptized with the heavenly grace of
love to God and one another, we are deficient
i true goodness, and untit for Heaven, where
Il is love and unity.

Some who have formerlyloved God andlived
i the daily enjoyment of his favor, are now
w continual unrest. They wander in dark-
wes und despairing gloom. This is because
tbey are nourishing self. They are seeking
w hard to favor themselves that all other
wisiderations are swallowed up in this.
Gwl, in his providence, has willed that no one
s secare happiness by living for himself
alune. The joy of our Lord was in enduring
wil and shame for others that they might
seap o benefit thereby. We are capable of
teing happy in following his example and
uving to bless our fellow-men. :

We are invited by our Lord to take his
voke and bear his burden. In doing this
we may be happy. In bearing our own self-
uuposed yoke and carrying our own burdens,
e tind no rest; but in bearing the yoke of
Christ there is rest to the soul. Those who
waut some great work to do for the Master
.au tind it just where they are, in doing good
aud in being self-forgetful and self-sacrificing,
sumewbering others and carrying sunshine
wherever they go.
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There is great need that the pitying ten.
derness of Christ should be manifested at all
times and in all places, not that blind syw
patby which would gloss over sin auil
allow God’s cause to be reproached by ill dv
ing, but that love which is a controlling piu
ciple of the life, which flows out naturally w
others in good works, remembering that Chriat
.has said, “Inasmuch as ye have doue it w

the least of these my brethren, ye have douc
it unto me.”

Those at the Health Institute are enguzwd
in & great work. During the lifc of Chnat
the sick and afflicted were special objects f
bis care. When he sent out his disciples he
commissioned them to heal the sick as well
as to preach the gospel. When he sen:t furris
the seventy, he commanded them to Leal e
sick and next to preach that the kingdow
of God had come nigh unto them. Thuu
physical health was to be first cared for, iu
order that the way might be prepared fo
their minds to be reached by those truths
which the apostles were to pre: ¢h.

The Saviour of the world devoted wuiv
time and labor to healing the afilicted of then
maladies, than in preaching. His lust iu
junction to his apostles, his represeututives
upon the earth, was to lay hands on the mdl

“that they might recover. When the Musur
shall come, he will commend those who luve
visited the sick and relieved the necessitice
of the afflicted.

" We are slow to learn the mighty infu-
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euce of trifles, and their bearing upon the
salvation of souls. Those who desire to be
wissionaries, have at the Health Insti-
tu a large field in which to work. God
does not mean that any of us shall constitute
» privileged few, who shall be looked upon
with great deference, while others ure neg-
leeted.  He was the Majesty of Heaven, yet
Le stooped to minister to the humblest, hav-
lug no respect to persons nor station.

Those who have their whole Learts in the
work, will find at the Health Institute enough
t do for the Master in relieving the suifer-
112 ones placed under their care.  Our Lord,
siter performing the most humiliating office
for Lis disciples, recommended them to fol-
low his example. This was to keep con-
stantly before them the thought that they
wust not feel superior to the lowliest saint.

Those who profess our exalted faith, who
are keeping God’s commandments and  ex-
jxeting the soon coming of our Lord, should
W distinet and separate from the world
aound them, a peculiar people zealous of
swd works.  Among the peculiarities which
sbvuld distinguish God’s people frown the world
iu these last days, is  their humility and
meckuess. ¢ Learn of ine,” says Christ, “for
| uw meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall
sud rest to your souls.”  Here is the repose
which 50 wany crave und in vain spend time
il moncey to obtain.

luswead of being awbitious to be (*qual
with, or higher than another in bLonor und
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position, we should seek to be the humble,
faithful servants of Christ. This spirit ot
self-aggrandizement made contention amony
the apostles even while Christ was with thew.
They disputed who should be greatest amony
them. Jesus sat down and called the twelve
and said unto them, “If any man desire to
be first, the same shall be last of all, and ser-
vant of all.”

‘When the mother of two sons made a re
quest that her sons should be especially tu
vored, one sitting on the right hand and the
other on the left in his kingdom, Jesus im-
pressed upon them that the honor and glory
of his kingdom was to be the reverse of the
honor and glory of this world. Whoever
would be great must be a humble miumster
unto others, and who would be chief must be
a servant even as the Son of God wusa
minister and servant unto the children of
men. '

Again, our Saviour taught his disciples
not to be anxious for position and nawe.
“ Be not ye called Rabbi, neither be ye culled
Master; but he that is greatest among you
shall be your servant, and whosoever exalteis
himself, shall be abased.” Jesus cited tuc
lawyer to the sacred law code, given frow
Sinai: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy Gui
with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy strength, uud
with all thy mind; and thy neighbor us thy-
self.” He told Lim that if he did this be
should enter into life.
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“Thy neighbor as thyself,”—The question
arigses, “ Who is my neighbor? His reply
is the parable of the good Samaritan, which
waches us that any human being, who needs
our sympathy and our kind offices, is our °
neighbor.  The suffering and destitute of all
classes are our neighbors, and when their
wants are brought to our knowledge it is our
duty to relieve them as far as possible. A
principle is brought out in this parable that
it would be well for the followers of Chuist
o adopt. FKirst meet the temporal necessi-
ties of the needy, and relieve their physical
-wants and sufferings, and you will then find
un open avenue to the heart, where you may
plant the good seeds of virtue and religion.

In order to be happy we must strive to
attain to that character which Christ exhib-
ited.  One marked peculiarity of Christ was
his_self-denial and benevolence. He came
not to seck his own. He went about doing
good, and this was his meat and drink. We
may, by following the example of the Saviour,
be in holy communion with Him, and in
daily seeking to imitate his character and
tollow his example, we shall be a blessing to
the world, and shall secure for ourselves con-
tentment here, and eternal reward hereafter.
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Epistle Number Two.

I was shown, Junuary 3, 1875, that there
was a great work to be done for those why
profess to believe the truth in California, be
fore God can work for them. DMany are flut:
tering themselvesthat they are right with Gud,
when they have not the principles of the truth
in their hoarts. This class can ouly bLe
brought into working order by seeking, with
diligent, persevering earunestness, to heed the
counsel orf the True Witness. They arein a
cold, formal, backslidden state. Thuse arv
addressed by thc True Witness: “1kunow
thy works, that thou art neither cold nor Lo,
I would thou wert cold or hot. So then b
cause thou art lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
Because thou sayest, I am rich and increascd
with goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked. 1
counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the
fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white rui-
ment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that
the shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that
thou mayest sce. As many asIlove I rebuke
and chasten ; be zeulous, therefore, and re
pent.”

Bro. C , God has claims upon you ta
which you do not respond. Your spiritual
strength and growth in grace will be propor-
tionate to the labor of love and good works
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which you do cheerfully for your Saviour
who has withheld nothing, not even his
own life, that he might save you. You
Lave the injunction of the apostle, “ Bear ye
wneanother’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of
Clrist.” It is not enough to merely profess
faith in the .commandments of God; you
umust be a doer of the work. You are a
transgressor of his law. You do mnot love
Gud with all your heart, might, mind, and
strength, neither do you live in obedience to
the last six commandments, and love your
neighbor as yourself.  You love yourself more
than God, and more than your neighbor.
Keeping the commandments of God requires
ware of us than you are willing to perform.
tod requires of you good works, self-denial,
wlf-sacrifice, and devotion to the good of oth-
ers, that souls, through your instrumentality,
way be fyought to the truth.

Our good works alone will not save any of
us, but we cannot be saved without good
works, And after we have done all that we
an do, in the name and strength of Jesus
weare to say, ‘“We are unprofitable servants.”
We are not to think we have made great sac-
rtves and should receive great reward for
our feeble services.

Self-righteousness and carnal security have
closed you about as with bands of iron.  Yon
n-ed to be zeulous and repent. You have
ten unfortunate in sympathizing with the dis-
sticcted, whose course has been in opposition
tv the work the Lord was doing through his
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servants upon this coast. The wrong mes
had your sympathy. Because your heart was
not right with God you did not receive the
light he sent to you. You set up your stub-
born will to resist the reproof which the Lori
gave to you in love. You knew these thinzs
were true, but tried to close your eyes to the
true state of your case. Whether you heed the
voice of reproof and warning God hus sent
to you or not; whether you reforin, or retui
your defects of character, you will obe dsy
realize what you have lost by placing your
self in a defiant position, warring in spint
against the servants of God. Your bittes
ness of feeling towards Eld. T—— is uston
ishing. He ha.s endured, and sacrificed, i

toiled on this coast to do the work of Gl
But in your blindness, while unconsecrated in.
heart and life, you have ventured to handic
the servant of God, in connection with S——-
and B , in a cruel manner. “Touch nut
mine annointed,” saith God, “and do 1wy
prophets no harm.” It is not a smallmatt.r
for you to array yourself as you have dou,
against men whom God has sent with ligit
and truth for the people. Beware how yuur
influence turns souls from the truth whic
God has sent his servants to declare, for s
- heavy woe hangs over you.

Satan has been using you as his agent w
insinuate doubts, and to reiterate insinu
ations and misrepresentations which hLaye
originated in an unsanctified heart whi
God would have cleansed from its pollutica
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But you refused to be instructed ; rcfused
correction ; rejected reproof and followed
your own will and way. Souls are defiled by
this root of bitterness, and are, through these
juestioning, murmuring ones, placed where
the testimony of reproof which God sends
will not reach them. The blood of these
souls will be chargeable to you and to the
spirits with whom you are in harmony.  God
has given us, as his'servants, our work. He
Las given us a message to bear to his people.
For thirty years we have been receiving the
words of God and speaking them to his peo-
phe

We have trembled at the respousibilivy
which we have accepted with much prayer
ol meditition. We have stood as God’s
thiussadors, beseeching souls in Christ’s stead
2w be reconciled to God.  We have warned
o danger as God has presented before us the
jerils of Lis people. Our work las been
siven us of God.  What then will be the
condition of those who refuse to hear the
words which God has sent them, because they
ctuss their track or reprove their wrongs ¢ If
wou are thoroughly convinced that God has
2ot spoken by us, why not act in accordance
with vour faith und Lave no wore to do with
« prople who are under so0 great o deceprion
wa this people ave ! If you have been mov-
sz according to the dietutes of the Spivit of
fonl, vou are vight and we e wrong.  God
«~ vither teaching his chel, veproving their
w coties and strengthening their fuith, or heis

andzey 7. 0
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not. This work is of God, orit isnot. God
does nothing in partnership with Satan. My
work, for the past thirty years, bears the
stamp of God or the stamp of the encwy.
There is no half-way work in the mutter.
The Testimonies are of the Spirit of God, v
of the devil. You are, in arraying youmh
against the servants of God, either doing o
work for God, or for the devil. « By their
fruits ye shall know them.” What stawy
does your work bear? It will pay to luh
critically at the 1esult of your cowrse.

It is not a new thing for a man to be de
luded by the arch deceiver and array him
self against God. Consider your course crit
ically before you venture to go any furtheriu
the path you are traveling. The Jews wun
self-deceived. They reJected the teachings of
Christ ; because he exposed the scercts of theis
hearts and reproved their sins. They woula
not come to the light, fearing their denvis
would be reproved. They chose durkness
rather than light. “Thisis the condeins
tion,” said Christ, ¢ that light is come ity
the world, and men loved darkmness 1utha
than light because their deeds were evil”
The Jews pursued their course of re
jecting Christ until, in their belt-du,uu-l
deluded state, they thought in crucityiz.:
him they were dom<y God service. Ti,i~
was the result of their refusing light. Y.
are in danger of a similar deception. It wil.
be profitable for your soul, Bro. C
consider where the path which you are now
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traveling will end. God can do without you,
but you cannot afford to do without God.
He does not compel any man to believe.
He sets light before men, and Satan presents
lis darkness. While the deceiver is con-
stantly erying, Light is here ; Truth is here,
Jusus 1s saying, I am the truth ; I have the
words of eternal life. If any man follow
we he shall not walk in darkness.  God gives
o us all evidence sufficient to balance our
faith on the side of truth. If we surrender
v od we will choose the light and reject
e darkness.  If we desire to maintain the
idependence of the natural heart and refusce
the correction of God, we will, as did the
Jews, stubboruly carry out our purposes and
~ur ideas in the face of the plainest evidence,
«il will be in danger of as great deception
s> caine upon them, and may go to as great
lengths In our blind infatuation as they did,
aul yet flatter ourselves that we are doing
work for God.

Bro. C , you will not long stand where
vounow are. The path you have started upon
i~ diverging from the true path, and sep-
siating you from the people whom God
.~ testing, in order to purify thewm for
the final victory.  You will either come into
weon with this body, and labor carnestly
womower the prayer of Christ, or you will
~vcomie wore and  more unbelicving,  You
~ il question point atter point of the estab-
~~hed fuith of the body; become wore scli-
«illd In your opinion; grow darker und
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darker in regard to the work of God for this
_ time, until you set light for darkness, and
darkness for light.

Satan has great power to entangle souls
by confusing the minds of those who do 1.t
cherish the light and privileges which Provi-
dence sends them. Minds which are sub-
mitted to Satan’s control are led continu
ally from the light of truth into error wui
darkness. If you give Satan the leust il
vantage, he will claim more, and will watch
the outposts to make the most of any circuw,
stance to advantage his cause and ruin your
soul.

You are, brother and sister C , neither
of you in a safe position. You despise 1+
proof. Had smooth words been spoken 1.
you, rather than words of reprcof; hid vuu
been praised and flattered, you would now v~
cupy a very different position from what vo.
do, in regard to your belief in the Testino
nies. There are those who will, in 1L~
last days, cry, “ Speak unto us smooth thiu-.
prophesy deceits.” But this is not n.
work, God has set me as a reprover of Lis
people ; and as he haslaid upon me the heas
burden, just as surely will he muke thew
to whom this wessage is given responsiil.
for the manner in which they treat it. G
will not be tritled with, and they who desjis
his work will receive according to théir woik:.
1 have not chosen this uapleasunt Lbor ¥
myself. It i1s not a work which will bz
me the favor or praise of men. It is i wuia
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which but few will appreciate. But they who
ek to make my Tabor doubly hard by their
misvepreseutations, jealous suspicions, and
unbelief, thus creating prejudice in  the
winds of others against the testimonies God
has given me, and limiting my work, have the
watter to set‘le with God, while 1 shall go
lorward as-Providence and my brethren may
opent the way before me. I shall do what 1
can in the name and strength of my Re-
deewmer. I shall warn, and counsel, and re-
prove, and encourage, as the Spirit of God
dictates, whether jnen will hear, or whether
they will forbear. My duty is not to please
wyself, but to do the will of my Heavenly
Father, who has given me my work.

Christ warned hisdisciples, *Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in sheep’s cloth-
g, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.
Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do
wen gather grapes of thorns, or figs of this-
st Even so every good tree bringeth forth
rod fruit ; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth
vil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth
vil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring
rth good fruit. Kvery tree that bringeth
ot forth good fruit is hewn down and cast

w the tire.  Wherefore Ly their fruits ye

all know them.” Here is a test. Bro.
, this you can apply if vou will. You
vd not go in uncertainty and doubt. Sutan
at hund to suggest a variety of doubts, but
You will open your eyes in faith you will
4 sutlicient evidence for belief. But God
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will never remove from any man all causes
_ for doubts. Those who love to dwell iu th:-
atmosphere of doubt and questioning unlx
lief can have the unenviable privilege. Gul
gives sufficient evidence for the candid wind
to believe. He who turns from the weiglt
of evidence because there are a few things
which he cannot make plain to his finite un
derstanding, will be left in the cold, chilling
atmosphere of unbelief and questioning
doubts, and will make shipwreck of fuith.
Bro. C , you have seemed to consider it
a virtue to be on the side of the doubtiny
rather than on the side of the believing. Je
sus never praised unbelief ; never commuended
doubts. He gave to his nation evidences of
his messiah-ship in the miracles he wrouglt,
but there were those who counsidered it a vir
tue to doubt, and who would reason these
evidences away, and find something in every
good work to question and censure.

The centurion who desired Christ to cour
and heal his servant felt unworthy to have
Jesus come under his roof, but his faith .-
so strong in the power of Christ that he eu
treated him to just say the word and the work
would be done. “When Jesus heard it, L
marvelled, and said to them that followd.
Verily I say unto you, I have not found ~
great faith, no, not in Israel. And I sav
unto you, That many shall come from the
east and west, and shall sit down with Abua.
ham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingilow
of Heaven. But the children of the ki
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dom shall be cast out into outer darkness ;
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teetlh,
And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy
way ; and as thou has believed, so be it done
unto thee. And his servant was healed in
the selfsame hour.”

Here Jesus exalted faith in contrast with
doubt. He showed that the children of Is-
rarl would stumble because of their unbe-
itef, which would lead to the rejection of
zreat light, and would result in their con-
demnation and overthrow.

Thomas declared he would not believe un-
I->> he put his finger into the prints of the
tails, and thrust his hand into the side of
lis Lord.  Christ gave him the evidence he
drsived, and  then reproved his unbelief,
* Because thou has seen me thou hast be-
avved ; blessed are they who have not seen,
sl yet have believed.”

In this age of darkness and error, men who
profess to be followers of Clrist seem to
think they are at liberty to receive or reject
the servants of the Lord at pleasure, and that
they will not be called to account for thus
duing.  Unbelief and darkness lead them to
i, Their sensibilities are blunted by their
ubelief.  They violate their consciences and
tnvevtne untrue to their own convictions, and
wvuken themselves in moral power. They
view others in the same light with them-
wives,

When Christ sent out the twelve he com-
i.added them, “ And into whatsoever city or
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town ye shall enter, inquire who in it ia
worthy ; and there abide until ye go thence.
And when ye come into a house, salute it
And if the house be worthy, let your peice
come upon it; but if it be not worthy, k-
your peace return to you. And whosoever
shall not receive you, nor hear your word,,
when ye depart out of that house or city.
shake off the dust of your feet. Verily |
say unto you, It shall be more tolerable fin
the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the das
of Judgment, than for that city.” Tiw
were warned to beware of men, for they shoul
be delivered up to the councils and scourgea
in the synagogues. Men’s hearts are no
softer to-day than when Christ was upon the
earth. They will do all that is in their pon-
er to aid the great adversary in making it a»
hard as possible for the servants of Churist,
just as the people did with Christ when le
was upon the earth. They will scourgs with
the tongue of slander and falsehood. The
will criticise, and turn against the servaut
of God the very efforts he is leading thew
to make.

They will, with their evil surui
ings, see fraud and dishonesty where ull i
right, and where perfect integrity exists.
They lay selfish motives to the charge of
God’s servants when he himself is leading
them, and when they would give even their
own lives if God required, and if by so doing
they could advance his cause. They wi.
have done the least and made the leust in-
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vestinent in the cause of truth, are the most
furward to express their unbelief in the in-
egrity of the servants of God who are placed
in a position to bear financial respousibilities
s the great work. They who have confi-
dence in the work of God are willing to ven-
tre something for its advancement; and
their spiritual prosperity will be in propor-
uon to their works of faith.

God’s Word 1s our standard, but how few
iollow it.  Our religion will be of but little
worth to our fellow-men if 1t is only theoret-
wal and not practical.  The influence of the
world and of selfishness 1s carried about by
many who profess to be following the Bible.
They arelike a cloud chilling the atinosphere in
which others move. Bro. C , 1t will be
au up-hill work for you to cultivate pure,
ausclfish love, and disinterested benevolence.
You have not much experience in yield-
my your opinions and ideas, and in some-
lmes giving up your own _)udfrment and heing
Dnudul by the counsel of others. Bro. and
sister C , you both need to have less of
s/ and more of the grace of God. You
toth need to acquire a habit of self-govern-
went, thut your thoughts may be brought
wito subjection to the Spirit of Christ. 1t is
e grace of God that you need in order that
vuir thoughts may be disciplined to flow in
tie right channel, that the words you utter
way Le right words, and that your passions
sl appetites may be subject to the control
of reason, and the tongue be bridled against
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levity and unhallowed censure and fault-tind.
ing. “If any man offend not in word, th«
same is a perfect man, and able also to bridh-
the whole body.” The greatest triumph giv-
en to us by the religion of Christ is contrul
over ourselves. Our natural propensitics
must be controlled or we can never overcome
as Christ overcame.

There are those among the professed fol-
lowers of Christ who are spiritual dyspep
tics. They are self-made invalids. Thur
spiritual debility is the direct result of their
own short-comings. They do not obey the
laws of God and carry out the principles of
his commandments. They are indolent in
the cause and work of God, doing nothiny.
But when they think they sce something
with which they can find fault, then they are
active and zealous. A Christian who docs
pot work cannot be healthy.  Spiritual dis
ease is the result of neglected duty. Inorder
for a man’s faith to be strong, he must I«
much with God in secret prayer. How wun
a man’s benevolence be a blessing to hiw if
he never exercises it? How can we ask Gul
to help in the conversion of souls unless we
are doing all in our power to bring thewm tv
the knowledge of the truth? You have
brought wupon yourself a debility whick
has made you useless to yourself and to the
church, and the remedy is repentance, cou-
fession, and reform. You need moral power
and the real nourishment of the graceof
God. Nothing will give sinew and bone tv
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your piety like working to advance the cause
vou profess to love, instead of binding it
There is but one genuine cure for spiritual
laziness, and that is, work ; working for souls
who need your help.  Instead of strengthen-
ing souls you have been discouraging and
weakening the hearts and hands of those who
would see the cause of God advance.

God has given you abilities which you can
use to good account if you will, or you can
abuse to yowr injury and to tlie injury of
others.  You have not rvealized the clabhns
that God has upon you.

[t should be ever borne in mind that we
are living in this world to form charucters
for the next.  And all our associations with
v fellow-mortals should be with veference
to their eternal intevest, and toour own. Butif
these interviews are devoted only to pleasure
and to our own selfish gratification; if we
sre light and trifling ; if we indulge in wrong
acts, we are not co-workers with God, but are
decidedly working against hini.  The precious
itves God has given us are not to be moulded
Ly unbelieving relatives in order to pleasc
the carnal mind, but to be spent in a manner
which God can approve.

If Bro. B enjoyed the love of God,
.o would be a channel of light. He has
tw little moral power, with strong ten-
dencles to unbelief. He 1s pitied by the
Leavenly angels, for he is surrounded with
datkuess. Hls ears hear words of unbe-
iif und darkness almost continually. He
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has doubts and questionings constantly
thrown before him. The tongue is a world
of iniquity. “The tongue can no man tawe:
it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.”
If Bro. B would cling to God more firm-
ly, and feel that Le would preserve his intey
rity before God even if it cost his natural lite,
he would receive strength from ubove.
If he allows the darkness and unbelief that
surrounds him, and-the doubts and question
ing and much talk to affect his faith, he will
soon be all darkness and doubt and uubdu 1,
and will have no light or strength in the
truth.

He need not think that, by seeking to com-
promise with his friends, who are-embitternl
against our faith, he \?Vlll make it ecasier fur
bimself. If he stand% forth with one pu-
pose to obey God at any cost, he will have
help and strength. God loves and pities
Bro. B He knows every perplexity,

every discouragement, every bitter bl)uL]

He is acquamtea with it all.  If he will ko
aside his unbelief and stand in God unmove.
Lis faith will strengthen by exercise. *Nuw
the just shall live by faith; but if any wu.
draw back, my soul shall have 1o pleasure is
him.”

I saw Brn. B—— and C in special
danger of losing eternal life.  They did nut
see that they were standing directly in the
way of the advancement of the work of Gl
in

When the tent-meeting was held in S—
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the first time we were upon this coast, hun-
dreds were convicted of the truth; but God
knew the material of which that church was
composed. If souls came out into the truth
there were none to nourish and cherish them,
and to lead them along to an elevated hife.
3 was a man of an envious, fault-finding,
jealous spivit. Unless he could be first he
would not do anything. He esteemed him-
self far higher than God esteemed him. A
wan of his temperament will not, long at a
tie, be in agreement with any one, for it 1s
Lis clement to contend and array himself in
opposition to anything that does not suit his
ileus.  The Lord left him to take his own
course and to manifest what manner of spirit
he was of.  The very same spirit he carried
out in his fawmily he brought into the church
and sought to carry it out there. TMis bitter-
ness, and cruel speeches against the servants
of God, are written in the book. He wiil
meet them again.  ““ He went out from us
beciuse he was not of us.”  And in no cuse
should the church encourage him to unite
with them again, for with the spirit he now
Lus he would quarrel even with the angels of
God. He would wish to rule and dictate the
work of the angels. No such spirit can
enter Heaven. S and B , whom God
frowns upon, have dared to withstand the
servants of God, to malign them and to -
jmie w them evil motives.  They have tricd
to destroy the confidence of the brethren in
theoe workers, as well as In the Testimo-
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nies. If the work is of God they cannot
overthrow it. Their efforts will be in vaiu.

Bro. C , you were in such darkness
. that you thought these men were right. You
have repeated their words, and talked of the
“one-man power.” Oh, how little you knew
what you were talking about.

Some have been ready to say anythiug,
to prefer any charge against the servants of
God, and to be jealous and fault-finding. Aud
if they can find any instance where they think
the ministers have spoken decidedly, and per-
baps severely, in their zeul for the cause of
God, they have been willing to make the
most of their words, and have felt at liberty
to cherish the most bitter, wicked spirit, and
to charge the Lord’s servants with wrong
motives. Let these fault-finders ask what
they would have done under similar eircti:
stances, bearing similar burdens. Lt thew
look, and search, and condemn their nwu
wrong, overbearing course, and their own
impatience and fretfulness, and when without
sin themselves let them cast the first stone of
censure at the brethren, who are trying to
get them into working order. A holy Gl
will not bring out souls to the truth, tu
come under such an influence as has oy
isted in the church ! Our Heavenly Father
is too wise to bring souls into the truth, 1.
be moulded by the influence of these i
who are unconsecrated in heart aund life.
These men are not in harmony with tl
truth, They are not in union with the budy,
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but are drawing off from the church. They
are working at cross-purposes with those
whom God is using to bring souls into the
wruth.

Who would nourish those who should take
their stand to obey all of God’s command-
wents? Who would Le nursing fathers
and nursing mothers to those who need
help and strength? Do these brethren know
- whut they are doing? They are stunding
direetly in the way of sinners. They are
blocking up the way by thelr own wrong
course. 'The blood of souls will be on their
saments unless they repent and entirely
change their course. Do these disatfected
wnes think they ave right, and the body of
- Subbath-keepers deluded?  “By their fruits
veshull know them.”  'Whom is God blessing,
«nd whom is he leading? Who are at work
for him? Who are doing good inlaboring to
st the truth before other minds? Do thesce
ween think that the body will come to them
il wive up their experience and their views
w) follow their judgment? or will they come
i:lo Larmony with the body !

sro. C boasts of his independence ot
wind and judgment, while he is blocking
<t the way of sinners by his own unconse-
ceated life and his opposition to the work, in
cindly warring against Christ in the persons
4 Lis servants.  Bro. C——, you arc de-
caed in the quality of true independence.
Liviependence is not obstinacy, although this
w» uften confounded with independence. When
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Bro. C—— has formed an opinion and ex-
pressed it in his family or in the church with
considerable confidence and with some pul-
licity, he is then inclined to make it appear
that he is right by every argument hLe can
produce. He is then in danger, great danger
of clasing his eyes, and violating his coun
science by his persistency, for the temptatioh,
of the enemy is strong upon him. His pride
of opinion is hard to yield even in the face of
light and evidence sufficient to convince him
if he would be convinced. He thinks that 1t
he should admit that he was wrong it would
be a reflection on his judgment and discers-
wment.

Bro. C , you are in great danger of
losing your soul. You want to have the
pre-eminence. At times you feel decpl if
you think you are slighted. You are not 4
happy man. You will not be happy it yuu
leaye the people of God, taking oftence ai
plain words and facts as did many of the
followers of Christ, because the truth spok..
was too close. You will not be ahappy mau.
for you will take yourself with you. Y.
are not right ; you make trouble for yoursif.
Your temperament is your enemy ; and uu
where you will you will take yourself wiil
your burden of unhappiness. 1t is an honor
to confess a wrong as soon as it is discerne:

There are many ,matters in connection wit-
the work of God with which you find funit
because 1t is natural for you to find fauls
And since you turned your face against U.
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lizht God revealed to you in regard to your-
sclf, you are fast losing your discernment, and
are more ready to find fault with everything.
You give your opinion with dictatorial confi-
Jeace, and treat the gueries of others in re-
»d to your opinion as an abuse of you.
True refined independence never disdains to
vk counscl of the experienced and of the
wise, and 1t treats the counsel of others with
.‘t‘.\‘ICCt.

Lro. € , you must be a converted man
v you will Jose eternal life.  You-cannot be
« happy man until you obtain the meekness
of wisdom. You and your wife have too
tong worked at cross-purposes. You must
Ly down this fault-finding, these suspicions,
Scdousies, and unhappy blckerings. The same
-irit which is developed in vour family is
deviloped In your religious experience. Be
careful how you speak of the faults of each
~ther in the presence of your children ; and
v careful how you let your spirit control
v, You see only the bad and evil inu your
cidest son; you give him no credit for good
_aalities which, should bLe die. you would
~+hdenly becomie convinced hie had possessed.
You have neither of you puisuned a consis-
: 1t course toward your son.  His faults you
“woll upon and make apparent to him in the
proence of others, and show that you have
i conlidence In his good traits of character.

There 1s a disposition in both of you to see
e funlts of each other, and of all others,

tat vou are blind to your own faults and
smamy 2 10
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many errors. You are both nervous, easily
excited and irritated. You need the meck
ness of wisdom. You cling tenaciously to
your own frailties, passions, and prejudices,
as though if you let them go you would no
more have happiness in this life, when they
are thorns—pricking, bruising thorns. Je
sus invites you to lay down the yoke yuu
have been bearing, which has been galling
your neck, and take his yoke which is cusy,
and his burden which is light. How wean
some is the load of self-love, covetousnrma,
pride, passion, jealousy, and evil surmisiny.
Yet how closely do men clasp these curses,
and are loth to give them up. Christ under-
stood how grievous were these self-imjpwoni
burdens, and he invites us to give them uj
The heavy laden and weary souls he iutites
to come to him and take his burden, which
light, in exchange for the burdens which the

" bind upon themselves. He says, “Ye shuii
find rest unto your souls. For my voke 1
easy and my burden is light.” The requir
ments of our Saviour are all consistent aud
harmonious, and, if cheerfully borne, wii
bring peace and rest to the soul.

‘When Bro. C once takes a position w.
the wrong side, it is not easy for him to cuz
fess he has erred. But if he can let Lu
wrong course pass out of his mind and pum
from the memory of others, and he can mad¢
some changes for the better withont az
open acknowledgment of his wrong, he wi

. o
do so. But all these errors and unconfissci
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sins stand registered in Heaven, and will not
be blotted out until he complies with the di-
rection given in the Word of God : ¢ Confesy
your faults one to another, and pray one for
apother, that ye may be heuled.” If Bro.
C has found another plan besides that
given us by our Lord, itis not a safe way,
and will prove bis ruin at last.  This other
way is ruinous to the church-—ruinous to
the prosperity and happiness of his family.
He needs to soften his heart, and to let ten-
derness, humility, and love, into his soul.
He needs to cultivate unselfish qualities.
Both Bro. and sister C—— should cultivate
qualities of mind which will make them puvre,
forgetful of self, and more interested in those
with whom they are brought in contact.
There is a vein of self-love and care for self
which does not increase their happiness, but
Lrings to them gricf and sorrow.  You have
a conflict with yourselves in which you alone
can act a part.  You should both control the
tongue, and keep many things back to which
you give utterance.

The first evil is in thinking wrong ; then
cume the words which are wrong.  But you
lcave undone the work of cultivating love,
deference, and respect for each other. DBe
kindly considerate of each other’s feelings,
and seek to sacredly guard each other’s hap-
piness.  You can do this only in the strength
and name of Jesus. Sister C has made
strong efforts to gain victories, but she has
uot had much encouragement from her hus-
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band. Instead of both seeking God in earn-

est prayer for strength to overcome the de-
fects in their characters, they have been
watching the course of each other, and weuk-
ening themselves by finding fault with' the
course of others. The garden of the heart
has not had attention.

If Bro. C had received the light the
. Lord sent to him months ago, and fmukl;
conversed with his wife, and Loth had broken
their hard hearts before the Lord, how diffu-
ent would be their present state. They both
slighted the words of reproof and entreaty of
the Spirit of God, and did not reform their
lives. But closmcr their eyes to the light
God had sent them did not make one of their
faults less grievous in the sight of God, nor
lessen their accountability. They have Latcd
the reproof which the Lord, in pitying t-u-
derness, gave them. Bro. C—— has natur-
ally a kind and tender heart, but itis crusted
over with self-love, vanity, and evil surmis-
ing. His heart is not callous, but he lacks
moral power. He is a coward as soon as the
necessity is brought before him of self-deni.l
and self-sacrifice, for he loves himsclf Tv
control self ; to puta watch upon his words; to
acknowledve that he has done wrong or
spoken wrong, is a cross which he feels is tov
humiliating to lift; and yet if he is ever
saved this cross must be lifted.

You both need to watch your words, for
just as surely as there is not a sentinel placed
over your thoughts and actions you will dis
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courage one another, and make it a sure case
that neither of you can be saved. You both
need to guard against a hasty spirit which
prompts hasty words and aciions. Resent-
went which is indulged because you think
you liave been misused, is the spiri¢ of Satan,
and leads to great moral evil. When you
are controlled by a hasty spirit you deprive
your reason for the time of the power
of regulating your words and your conduct,
while at the same time you make yourselves
responsible for all the evil consequences.
That which is done in haste and anger is not
excusable. The action is bad. You may,
by a single word spoken in haste and passion,
leuve a sting in the hearts of friends which
uiy never be forgotten. Unless you exer-
cise self-control you will be a most unhappy
couple. You ascribe your unhappy life to
thie faults of eacli other, but do this no more.
M.uke it a rule never to speak a word of cen-
sure to each other, but commend and praise
wlhenever you can.

Some think it is a virtue to be unrestrained,
and they will speak in praise of their out-
spoken habit of talking out disagreeable
things which are in the heart. They let an
augry spirit exhaust itself in a torrent of re-
proach and fault-finding. The more they
wlk the more excited they become, and Sa-
L stands by to help on the work, for it suits

lim. The words irritate the one to whom
they are spoken, and they will be thrown
buck, giving provocation for still hLurder
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words, until a little matter has blazed into a
great flame. You both feel that you haveall
the trials that you can possibly endure, and
that your lives are the most unhappy. Res-
olutely commence the work of eontroling
your thoughts, your words, your actious.
When you feel the rising of resentment,
make it a rule to go by yourself and humbly
pray to God, who will hearken to the pruyer
which goeth not forth from feigned lips.
Every passion must be under the control of
enlightened conscience. “Put on therefore,
as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels
of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind,
meekness, longsuffering ; forbearing one un
other, and forgiving one another, if any mun
have a quarrel against any; even as Christ
forgave you, so also do ye. And above all
these things put on charity, which is the
bond of perfectness. And let the peace of
God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye
are called in one body ; and be ye thankful.”
- If youlive upon theplan of addition, adding
grace unto grace, God will multiply unto you
his grace. While you add, God multiplies.
If you cherish an habitual impression that
God sees and hears all that you do and say,
and keeps a faithful record of all your words
and actions, and that you must meet it all, then
in all you do and say you will seek to follow the
dictates of an enlightened and wakeful con-
science. Your tongue will be used to the glory
of God, and will be a source of blessing to your
self and to others. But if you separate from
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God, as you have been doing, take heed lest
your tongue shall prove a world of iniquity,
and bring upon you fearful condemnation, for
souls w;.ll be lost through you.

‘The appetites of our animal natures ought

w be kept in rigid subjection. These appe-
tites were given us for important purposes,
for good, and not to become the ministers of
death by being perverted and becoming a
warring lust. The appetite for tobacco,
which you strengthen by indulgence, is be-
cuming a warring lust against yoursoul. An
wtemperate man cannot be a patient man.
The almost imperceptible indulgence of the
wste will create an appetite for stronger stim-
ulants. If the thoughts, and passions, and
appetites, are kept in due subjection, the
wongue will be controlled.

Bro. C , call to your aid moral power,
and leave the use of tobacco forever. You
Luve tried to hide from others the fact
that you used tobacco. But you did not
hide the matter from God. ¢ Cleanse your
Lunds ye sinners, and purify your hearts ye
double-minded. Be aflicted, and mourn,
aud weep. Let your laughter be turned to
wourning, and your joy to heaviness. Hum-
ble )ourselves in the swht of the Lord, and
ke shall lift you up.” I commend these
words to you in the name of Jesus who has
Ziven me my commission. Do not reject
thew.

You would never have rejected the Testi-
wonies as you have, had your wrong doings
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not been reproved. You thought it would
be easier to sacrifice the Testimonies and closc
your eyes to the light God has given you, than
to leave your tobacco and cease your lite of
levity and joking with the unbeliever. 7Tl
cleansing process involves denial and re-
straint which you -have not moral power
to endure, therefore you think to cxcusc
your sins by your unbelief of the light Gud
has sent you. Remember, you inust mcet
all these things again, for they are wiitten i
the book, with all the warnings and rceprouts
God has committed to me to give to you.
Bro. B—— is to be pitied, for he hLas nat-
urally a defective organization. 1lis loj«
is small. His unbelief and doubts conui
his judgment. It is in his natwe
to place himself on the side of doubrinz
and questioning. The only way to overcon:e
this great evil is to cultivate opposite it
of character. He should repress wund nut
cultivate unbelief. He should not'express Lis
doubts. He has no right to thrust the de-
fect of his character before others tu cuu:c
them sadness and discouragement. If L.
" must be affected with this sad evil, unielic
he should not imbitter the happiness of vtlicts
by introducing his unbelief to chill the fiiti
of his brethren. He is inclined to pass over
almost everything in every discourse and va-
hortation from which he might draw comtuis
and encouragement, and he picks v svuie-
thing which he thinks will afford an cxcux
for his questioning and criticism. The uve-



153

vues of his soul are thrown open and left un-
guarded for Satan to come in and to mould
Lis mind to his purposes.

I was shown that your meetings are losing
interest because God’s Spirit does not attend
them.  The brethren and sisters are in com-
plete bondage because of these two men.
They dure not exercise their freedom, and
speak out their fuith in the simplicity of
their souls, for hiere is Bro. B. with Lis cool,
severe, critical eye, watching and ready to
cateh at any word wlich will give him a
chance to exercise the faculties of his unbe-
lieving mind.  Between thesc two the Spirit
of God 1s grieved away from the mectings.
When brethren manifest the spirit of the
dragon, to make war upon those who believe
that God has communicated light and com-
turt to thew through the Testimonics, 1t 1s
e fur the brethven and sisters to assert
thir liberty and perfect frecedom of con-
saeuce.  God has given them light, and it is
thelr privilege to cherish the light and to
speak of 1t to strengthen and encourage one
anvther.  Bro. B would confuse the
wind by seeking to make it appear that the
lizht God hus given through the Testimonies
i» un addition o the Word of God. DButin
this be presents it in a false light.  God has
soen it I this manner to bring the minds of
Lis people to his Word, to give them a more
Gear understanding of it.

- The church of are growing weaker
[aid weaker because of the influence which
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has been exerted over them. Not an influ-
ence to help them advance, but to clog the
wheels. It is the privilege of Bro. B—— to
cast aside his unbelief, and to advance with
the light, if he will. If he refuses to do this,
the cause of God will advance all the same
without his aid. But God designs that a
change shall be made in the church at .
They will either advance or retrograde.
God can do more with six souls united, of the
same mind and of the same judgment, than
with scores of men who do as Brn. B—
and C—— have been doing. They have not
brought angels of light with them into the
meeting, but angels of darkness. The meet-
ings have been unprofitable, and sometimes
a positive injury. God calls for these men
come over on the Lord’s side, and to b.
united with the body, or to cease hindering
those who would be wholly for the Lord.

The great reason why so many professwd
disciples of Christ fall into grievous tempts:
tion and make work for repentance, is, they
are deficient in a knowledge of themselves.
Here is where Peter was so thoroughly sifted
by the enemy. Here is where thousands
will make shipwreck of faith. You do uot
take your wrongs and errors to heart aud
afflict your souls over them. I entreat youto
purify your souls by obeying the truth.
Connect yourselves with Heaven. And may
"the Lord save you from self-deception.
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‘Epistle Number Three.

MucH respected Bro. , I was shown
in Jan., 1875, that there are hinderances in
the way of the spiritual prosperity of the
church. The Spirit of God is grieved be-
cause many are not right in heart and life ;
their professed faith does not harmonize with
their works. The sacred rest-day of Je-
‘Luvah is not observed as it should be. Ev-
ery week God is robbed by some infringe-
went upon the borders of his holy time; and
the Lours that should be devoted to prayer
aud weditation are given to worldly employ-
wents,

God has given us his commandments, not
ouly to believe in, but to obey. The great
Jehovah, when he had Jaid the foundations
of the earth, and dressed the whole world in
the garb of Leauty, and filled it with things
weful to man, when he had created all the
wonders of the land and sea, instituted the
Subbath duy and made it holy. God blessed
il sanctified the seventh day because he
rested upon it from all his wondrous work of
creation.  The Sabbath was made for man,
aud God would have him put by his labor on
ibut day, as he himself rested after his six
Jdays work of creation. '

Those who reverence the commandments
of Jechovaly, after light has been given them
au reference to the fourth precept of the dec-
alugue, will obey it without questioning the
fwssibility or convenience of such obedience.
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God made man in his own image, and thew
gave him an example of observing tle
seventh day which he sanctified and made
holy. He designed that upon that day wuu
should worship him, and engage in no sco-
ular pursuits. - No one who disregards the
fourth commandment, after becoming enlight
ened concerning the claims of the Sabbatl,
can be held guiltless in the sight of God.

Bro. , you acknowledge the require-

-ments of God to keep the Sabbath ; but your
works do not harmonize with your declurai
faith. You give your influence to the side
of the unbelievers, in so far as you transgress
the law of God. When your temporal cir-
cumstances seem to require attention, you vi-
olate the fourth commandment without cou-
punction. You make the keeping of Goi’s
law a matter of convenience, obeying or dia-
obeying as your business or inclination ndi-
cates. This is not honoring the Sabbaili ws
a sacred institution. You grieve the Spuric
of God, and dishonor your Redeemer Ly pur-
suing this reckless course.

A partial observance of the Sabbath luw i
not accepted by the Lord, and has a worx
effect upon the minds of sinners than if you
made no profession of being a Subbatk-
keeper. They perceive that your life co-
tradicts your belief, and lose fuith iu
Christianity. The Lord means what L¢
says, and man cannot set aside his cuw.-
mands with impunity. The example of
Adam and Eve in the garden should »sui-
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ciently warn us against any d1sobe<lxence of
the divine law.

The sin of our first parents, in listening
to the specious temptations of the encmy,
brought guilt and :rrow upon the world,
and led the Son of God to leave the royal
courts of Heaven and take a humble place on
varth. He was subjected to insult, rejection
and crucifixion hy-the very ones he came to
“bless What infinite expense attended that
disobedience in the Garden of Eden! The
Mijesty of Heaven was sacrificed to save
wan from the penaliy of his’erime.

God will nos more lightly pass over any
transgression of his law now than in the day
when he pronovuced judgment against Adan.

. The Saviour of the world raises his voice in
protest against those who regard the divine
commandments with carelessness and inditfer-
ence.  Said he, ¢ Whosoever therefore shall
treuk one of these least commandmments, ana
shall teach men’ so, he shall be. called the
last in the king »m of Heaven ; but whoso-
ever shall do and teach them, the same shall
i called great in the kingdom of Ieaven.”

The teaching of our lives is wholly for or
azainust the truth.  If your works seemn to
justify the transgressor in his sin, if your in-
duence makes light of breaking the command-
zents of God, then your guilt rests not only
with yourself, but you are, to a cortain ex-
- ut, responsible for the consequent errovs of
cthers.

At.the very beginning of the fourth pre-

.



~1568

cept, God has said ‘‘ Remember,” knowiny
that man in the multitude of his cares aud
perplexities, would be tempted to excuss
himself from meeting the full requirements
of the law ; or in the press of worldly buai-
ness forget its sacred importance. *Sia
days shalt thou labor and do all thy work:"
—meaning the usual business of life, fur
worldly profit or pleasure. These words
are very explicit, there can be no mistke.
Brother, how dare you venture to transgreas
a commandment so solemn and importaut!
Has the Lord mude an exception, by whick
* you are absolved from the law he has given
to the world? Are your transgressions owit
ted from the book of record ? Has hLe agrew!
to excuse your disobedience when the natisis
come before him for judgment ?

My brother, do not for a moment dective
yourself with the thought that your sin will
not bring its merited punishment. Your
transgressions will be visited with the rud,
because you have had the light, yet buve
walked directly contrary to it. ¢ He thas
knoweth his master’s will, and doeth it not,
shall be beaten with many stripes.”

God has given man six days in whick
to do his own work, and carry on the usuil
business of his life. But the Lord claius
one which he has set apart and sanctitied.
He gives it to man as a day in which he uus
rest from labor, and devote himself to wur-
ship and the improvement of his spiritidi
condition. 'What a flagrant outrage 1t is fu
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man to steal the one sanctified day of Jeho-
vah, and appropriate it to his own selfish pur-
poses !

It is. the grossest presumption for mortal
man to venture upon a compromise with the
Almighty, in order to secure his own petty,
temporal interests. It is as ruthless a viola-
tion of the law to occasionally use the Sab-
buth for secular business as to entirely reject
it; forit is making the Lord’s commandments
a matter of convenience. “I, the Lord thy
God, am a jealous God,” is thundered from
Sinai! No partial obedlence no divided in-
terest is accepted by him who declares that
the iniquities of the fathers shall be visited
upon the children to the third and fourth
generation of them that hate im, and that
ke will show mercy unto thousands that love
bin and keep his commandments.

It is not a small matter to rob a neighbor,
und great is the stigma attached to one who
is found guilty of such an act.  Yet he who
would scorn to defraud his fellow-man will
without shame rob his Heavenly Father of
the time that he has blessed and set apart
for a special purpose.

My dear brother, your works are at vari-
ance with your professed faith, and your only
excuse is the poor plea of convenience. The
servants of God in past times have been
culled upon to lay down their lives in vindi-
cation of their faith. Your course illy har-
wounizes with that of the Christian martyrs
who suffered hunger and thirst, torture and
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death rather than renounce their religion, or
yield the principles of truth.

It is written, “ What doth it profit, my
brethren, though a man say he hath fuith,
and have not works? can faith save him ¢’
Every time you put your hands to labor on
the Sabbath day, you virtually deny your
faith. The Holy Secriptures teach us that
faith without works is dead, and that the 1es-
timony of one’s life proclaims to the worid
whether or not he is true to the faith he pro-
fesses. Your conduct lessens God's law in
the estimation of your worldly friends. It
says to them, ‘“You may or may not oh:y
the commandments. I believe that the L.
of God is, in 2 manner, binding upon wet,
but, after all, the Lord is not very particul
as to a strict observance of i.s precepts, unl
an occasional transgression is not visited with
severity on his part.”

Many excuse themselves for violating the
Sabbath by referring to your example. They
argue that if so good a man, who belicyes tie
seventh day is the Sabbath, can engnge i
worldly employments on that day, it eircur.-
stances seem to require it, surely they caa o
so without condemnation. Many souls wi!
face you in the Judgment, making your in-
fluence an excuse for their disobedience «f
God’s law.  Although this will be no apol-
gy for their sin, yet it will tell femrfuils
against you.

God has spoken, and ke means that .
shall obey. He does not inquire if it is cun:
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venient for him to do so. The Lord of life
and glory did not consult his convenience or
pleasure when he left his station of high
command to become a man of sorrows and
scquainted with grief, accepting ignominy
and death in order to deliver man from the
consequence of his disobedience. Jesus died,
not to save man ¢n his sins, but from his
sins. He is to leave the error of his ways,
w follow the example of Churist, take up his
crossand follow him, denying self, and obeying
God at any cost.

Said Jesus, ¢ Noman can serve two masters;
for either he will hate the one, and love the
otler; or else he will hold to the one, and

despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and
winwmon.”

If we are true servants of God there should
e no question in our wminds as to whether
we rhould obey his commandments or follow
our own temporal interests.

If the believers in the trath are not sus-
tuned by their faith in these compuratively
peaceful days, what will uphold them when
the grand test comes, and the decree goes
forth against all those who will not worship
ihe mage of the beast, and receive his mark
i their foreheads or in their hands? This
»Jemn period is not far off. Instead of be-
wuwing weak and irresolute, the people of
Gud should be gathering strength and cour-
age for the time of trouble.

Jesus, our great example, in his life and

Sy 27 11
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death, taught the strictest obedience. He
died, the just for the unjust, the innocent for
the guilty, that the honor of God’s law might
be preserved and yet wan not utterly perish.
Sin is the transgression of the law. If the
sin of Adam brought such inexpressible
wretchedness, requiring the sacrifice of God's
dear Son, what will be the punishment of
those, who, seeing the light of truth, set at
naught the fourth commandment of the
Lord ?

Circumstances will not justify any oue in
working upon the Sabbath for the sake of
worldly profit. If God excuses'one man, he
may excuse all. 'Why may not Bro. S——,
who is a poor man, work upon the Sabbath
to earn means for a livelihood when he might
by so doing be better able to support his
family? Why may not other brethren, or
all of us, keep the Sabbath only when 1t is
convenient to do so? The voice from Sinai
makes answer: ‘Six days shalt thou labur
and do all thy work ; but the seventh day is
‘the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.”

Wrongs perpetrated by believers in the
truth, bring great weakness upon the church.
They aro stumbling-blocks in the way of sin-
ners, and prevent them from coming to the
light. Brother, God calls you to come out
fully upon his side, and let your works show
that you regard his precepts, and keep invio-
late the Sabbath. He bids you wake up to
your duty and be true to the responsibilitis
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that devolve upon you. Thesesolemn words
are addressed to you: “If thou turnaway thy
foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleas-
ure on my holy day; and call the Sabbath a
- delight, the holy of the Lord honorable ; and
shalt honor him, not doing thine own ways,
nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking
thine own words ; then shalt thou delight thy-
sclf in the Lord; and I will cause thee to
ride upon the high places of the earth, and
focd thee with the heritage of Jacob thy fath-
¢r ; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.”

Like wany of our brethren, you are be-
" coming entangled with the transgressors of
God’s law, viewing matters in their light
aud fulling into their errors. God will visit
with his judgments those who are professedly
serving him, yet really serving mammon.
They who disregard the Lord’s express in-
junction in order to advantage themselves,
are heaping future woe upon themselves.
The church in should inquire closely
if they have not, like the Jews, made the tem-
ple of God a place of merchandise. Churist
said, “ My Father’s house shall be called a
Louse of prayer, but ye huve made it a den
of thieves.”

Are not many of our people falling into
the sin of sacrificing their religion for the
sake of worldly gain; preserving a formn of
picty, yet giving all the mind to temporal
punsuits!  God'’s law must be considered first
f all, and obeyed in spirit and in letter. If




164
» .
God’s word, spoken in awful solemnity from
the holy mountain, is lightly regarded,
how will the testimonies of bis spirit be re-
ceived? Minds that are so darkened as not
to recognize the authority of the Lord’s
commandments given directly to man, can
receive little good from a feeble instruwent
whom he has chosen to instruct his people.

Your age does not excuse you from obey-
ing the divine commands. Abraham was
sorely tested in his old age. The words of
the Lord seemed terrible and uncalledfor to
the stricken old man ; yet he never question-
ed their justice or hesitated in his obedicnce.
He might have plead that he was old and
feeble, and could not sacrifice the son who
was the joy of bis life. He might have re-
minded the Lord that this command conflictsd
with the promises that had been given in re-
gard to this son. But the obedience of Abru-
ham was without a murmur or reproach.
His trust in God was implicit.

The faith of Abraham should be our ex-
ample; yet how few will patiently endure s
simple test of reproof of the sins which iw-
peril their eternal welfare. How few receive
reproof with humility and profit by it
God’s claim upon our faith, our services, our
affections, should meet with acheerful response.
We are infinite debtors tothe Lord, and should
unhesitatingly comply with the least of his
requirements. To be a commandment break-
er it is not necessary that we should trample
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upon the whole moral code. If one precept
is disregarded, we are transgressors of the
sacred law. And if we would be a true
commandment-keeper, we should strictly ob-
serye every requirement that God has en-
joined upon us.

God allowed bhis own Son to be put to
death in order to answer the penalty of the
transgression of the law; then how will he
deal with those who, in the face of all this
evidence, dare venture upon the path of diso-
bedience, having received the light of truth ?
Man has no right to question his convenience
or wants in this matter. God will provide;
ke who fed Elijah by the brook, making a
raven  his messenger, will not suffer his
faithful ones to want for food.

The Saviour asked his disciples who were
pressed with poverty, why they were anxious
and troubled in regard to what they should
eat or how they should be clothed. Said
he: “Behold the fowls of the air, for they
sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into
barns; yet your Heavenly Father feedeth
them. Ave ye not much better than they?”
He pointed to the lovely flowers, formed and
tinted by a divine hand, saying: “ And why
tuke ye thought fer raiment? Consider the
lillies of the field, how they grow ; they toil
not, neither do they spin; and yet I say unto
vou, that even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore,
if God so clothed the grass of the field, which
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to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the
oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O
ye of little faith ?”

Where is the faith of God’s people? Why
are they so unbelieving and distrustful of
him who provides for their wants, and up-
holds them by his strength? The Lord will
test the faith of hispeople; he will send re-
bukes which will be followed by afflictions,
if these warnings are not heeded. He will
break the fatal lethartry of sin at any cost to
those who have departed from their allegi-
ance to hiin, and awaken them to thcir
sense of duty.

Brother, your soul must be quickened auu
your faith enlarged. You have so long ex-
cused yourself in your disobedience, on cae
plea or another, that your conscience has
been lulled to rest, and ceases to remind you
of your errors. You have so long foliowud
your own convenience in regard to keepmy
the Sabbath, that your mind has becn ren-
dered unimpressible as to your coursv of
disobedience; yet you are none the less re
sponsible, for you have brought yourself inw
this condition. Brother, begm at once W
obey the divine comma.ndments, and trust i
God. Provoke not his wrath, lest it vian
you with terrible punishment. Return to hiw
before it is too late, and find pardon for your
transgressions. He isrich and abundant i
mercies, he will give you his peace and appro-
bation if you come to him in humble faith
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Epistle Number Four.

DEear_Bro. : I have been shown in
vision that you have defects in your charac-
ter which must be remedied. You are not
right in your views and in your feelings in
regard to your wife. You do not appreciate
her. She has not received words of sympa-
thy and love from you that you should have
given her. It would not have lessened the
dignity of your manbood to have praised her
for the care and the burdens she bears in the
family. _

You are selfish and exacting. You mark
little things and talk of small errors in your
wife and children. In short, you seek to
gauge their consciences by your own. In
other words, you try to be conscience for
them. Your wife has an identity of her own
which can never be submerged in her hus-
bund. She has an individuality which she
would preserve, for she is accountable before
God for herself. You cannot, Bro. , be
responsibie  before God for the character
your wife forms. She alone will bear this
responsibility. God is just as willing to im-
press the conscience of your God-fearing wife
as he is to impress yvour conscience for her.

You expect too much of your wife and of
your children. You censure too much. If
you would encourage a cheerful, happy tem-
per yourself, and speak kindly and tenderly
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to them, you would bring sunlight into your
dwelling instead of clouds, and sorrow, aund
unhappiness. You think too much of your
opinion, and have taken positions that were
. extreme, and have not been willing that your
wife's judgment should have the weight it
should in your faumily. You have not en-
couraged respect for your wife yourself, nor
educated your children to respect her judy-
ment. You have not made her yourequal,
but have rather taken the reins of gov-
ernment and control in your own hands and
held them with a tirm grasp. You have not
an affectionate, sympathetic dispositivn.
These traits of character you need to culti-
vate if you want to be an overcomer, and if
you want the blessing of God in your family.

You are ve-y set and unyielding in your
opinion, which makes it very hard for your
family. You need to have your heart soitenel
by the grace of God. You need such Jove iu
your heart as characterized the works of
Christ. Love proceeds from God. It cannot
live and flourish in the natural heart. It is
a plant of heavenly growth. Where it ex-
ists there is truth and life and power. But
it cannot live without action, and whenever
it is exercised it increases and extends. It
will not observe little mistakes and be quick
to mark little errovs. It will prevail when
argument and any amount of words will
prove vain and useless.

The very best way to reform the character
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and regulate the conduct of your family, is
through the principles of love. It is indeed
8 power, and will accomplish that which
money or might never can.

, Brother, the words you address to others, if
addressed to you, you would quickly resent.
Your words that are harsh and unsympathiz-
ing cut and wound, It is very easy for you
to censure and find fault. Thisis only pro-
ductive of unhappiness. You huve looked
upon it as a weakness to be kind, tender and
sympathizing, and have thought it beneath
your dignity to speak tenderly, gently and
lovingly to your wife. Here you mistake in
what true manliness and dignity consist.
The lack of doing the deeds of kindness you
should do, is a manifest weakness and defect
in your character. That which you would
look upon as weakness, God regards as true
Christian courtesy that should be exercised
by every Christian. For this was the spirit
which Christ manifested.

You have a very selfish disposition, and
think more highly of yourself than you
ought to think. You frequently take ex-
tremely singular and fanciful views of the
Scriptures, and often cling to these as zeal-
ously as did the Jews to their traditions.
Not possessing a teachable spirit, you will
therefore be constantly in danger of making
trouble in the church, unless you set yourself
at the work of correcting these wrongs in
the strength of the mighty Conqueror. That
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which makes your case alarming, is that you
think you know these things better than
your brethren, and you are very difficult to
be approached.: You have a self-righteous,
pharisaical spirit which would say, Stand off,
come not near me, for I am holier than thou.
You have not seen the corruptions of your
own heart, and that you have made life
almost a failure. Your opinions cannot and
must not rule in the church of God. You
need to be cultivating all the Christian
graces, but especially charity which suffereth
long and is kind, envieth not, vaunteth not
itself, is not puffed up, ‘“‘doth not behave itself
unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily
provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in
_1niquity, but rejoiceth in the truth ; beareth
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all
things, endureth all things.” ¢ Put on, there-
fore, as the elect of God, holy and belcved,
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of
mind, meekness, long suffering; forbearing
one another and forgiving one another, if
any man have a quarrel against any ; even as
Christforgave you, so also do ye. - And above
all these things, put on charity (love), which
isthe bond of perfectness. And let the peace of

~ God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye
are called in one body ; and be ye thankful.”
You mark little deviations from what
you think is right, and you sternly seek to
correct them. While you are thus over
bearing and-dictatorial, quick to observea
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brother’s faults, you do not closely search
your own heart to see the evils existing in
your life. You show great moral weakness
in the indulgence of your appetite and pas-
sions. The slavery of appetite for tobacco
has such control of you that although you
resolve and re-resolve to overcome the habit,
you do not accowplish it. This wrong habit
has perverted your senses. My brother,
where is your self-deniul? Where is your
moral power to overcome. Christ overcame
the power of appetite in the wilderness of
temptation on your account, making it possi-
ble for you to overcome on your own account.
Now the battle is yours. In the name of
the Conqueror you have an opportunity to
deny your appetite and gain a vietory for
yourself. You require much of others, what
are you willing to do to get the victory over
a disgusting, health-destroying, soul-polluting
indulgence? The battle is yours. No one
can fight it for you. They can pray for you,
but the work must be wholly your own.

God calls upon you to no longer dally
with the tewpter, but to cleanse yourself
from all filthiness of the flesh and of the
spirit, perfecting loliness in the fear of God.
You need to work fast to remove the defects
from your character. You are in God’s
workshop. If you will subwit to the process
of hewing and squaring and planing, that the
rough edfres may be removed, the knots and
uneven surface smoothed and fitted by the
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planing knife of God, you will be fitted by
his grace for the heavenly building. But if
you cling to self and are not willing to en-
dure the trying process of fitting for the
heavenly building, you will have no place in
that structure, which will come together
without the sound of an ax or hammer. If
your nature is not transformed, if you are
not refined and elevated by the sanctifying
truth for these last days, you will be found
unworthy of a place among the pure and
holy angels.

Can you afford to cling to your defiling
habits, and at last be found among the un-
believers and unsanctified? Can you afford
to run any risk in this matter? There is too
much at stake for you to venture to pursue
the course of self-indulgence that you have
done. You have been forward to talk the
truth to - unbelievers in a very positive, ob-
jectionable manner, which has had a very bad
influence upon their minds. When there is
one inconsistent advocate of the truth, Satan
uses him to his special advantage to disgust
those who would, under a proper influence,
have been favorably impressed. You should
soften your manners, and when you advocate
the truth let it be with a spirit of meekness.

“Be ready always to give an answer to
every man that asketh you a reason of the
hope tkat is in you, with meekness and fear.”
The fear here spoken of does not mean dis-
trusy or ‘indecision, but with due caution,
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guarding every point lest an unwise word be
spoken, or excitement of feeling should get
the advantage, and thus leave uunfavorable
impressions upon minds, and balance them in
the wrong direction. Godly fear, humility
and meekness are greatly needed by all in
order to correctly represent the truth of God.

One of your greatest dangers is a spirit of
self-confidence and pride. The great unhap-
piness which exists with you and in your
family, results immediately from the opera-
tion of pride. The usefulness of a man who
bas this pride must be greatly limited, for
his pride and self-love keeps him in a narrow
sphere. His spirit is not generous. His ef-
forts are not extended but contracted. By
bhis conversation and deportment, this pride
will be discovered if it exists.

Dear brother, the influence under which
your character has been formed has given you
" haughty, overbearing spirit. This spirit
you act out in your family, among your
neighbors, and all with whom you associate.
In order to overcome these wrong habits, you
must watch unto prayer. You should now
Le thoroughly in earnest, for you have little
time in which to work. Do not feel that
you are sufficient in your own strength.
Only in the name of the mighty Conqueror
can you gain the victory. In conversation
with others, dwell upon the mercy and
goodness and love of God instead of upon
bis strict judgment and justice. Cling
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fast to his promises. You can do nothing
in your own strength, but in the strength of
Jesus you can do all things. If you are in
Christ, and Christ in you, you will be trans-
formed, renewed, and sanctified. “If ye abide
in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall
ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto
you.” Be sure that Christ is'in you, that
your heart is broken and submissive and
humble. God will accept only the humble
and contrite. Heaven is worth a life-long,
persevering effort. Yes, it is worth every-
thing. God will help you in your efforts if
you strive only in him. There is a work to
be done in your family which God will help
you to perform if you take hold of it aright.
I entreat of you to set your own heart in
order, and then seek patiently to work for
the salvation of your family, that the angels
of God may come into your house and abide
with you.

Appeal to Ministers.

‘WE are living in a most solemn time. All
have a work to do requiring. diligence. Es-
pecially is this true of the pastor who is to
care for and feed the flock of God. The one
whose special work is to lead the people into
the path of truth, should be an able exposi-
tor of the Word, and capable of adapting bis
teachings to the wants of the people. He
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shonld be so closely connected with Heaven
a8 to become a living channel of light, a
mouth-piece of God.

A pastor should have a correct understand-
ing of the Word and also of the human char-
acter. Our faith is unpopular. The people
are unwilling to be convinced that they are
s0 deeply in error; a great work is to be
done, and at present there are but few to do
it. One man usually perforins the labor
which should be shared by two, fir the
work.of evangelist and pastor are necessarily
combined, bringing a double burden upon the
worker in the field.

The minister of Christ should be a Bible
student, that his mind may be stored with
Bible evidence; for a minister is only strong
when he is fortified with scripture truth.
Argument is good in its place, but far more
can be reached by simple explanations of the
Word of God. The lessons of Christ were

. lllustrated so clearly that the lowest and

most simple-minded could readily compre-
bend them. Jesus did not employ long and
difficult words in his discourses, but used
plain language adapted to the minds of the
common people. -He ventured no farther in-
to the subject he was expounding than they
were able to follow bhim.

There are many men of good minds, and
intelligent in regard to the Scriptures, whose
uscfulness is greatly hindered by their de-
fective method of labor. Some ministers
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who engage in the work of saving souls fail
to secure the best results, because they do not
carry through with thoroughness the work
that they commenced with so much enthu-
siasm. :

Others are not acceptable because they
cling tenaciously to preconceived notions,
making these prominent, and thereby failing
to conform their teachings to the actual needs
of the people. Many have no idea of the
necessity of adaptiug themselves to circum-
stances and meeting the people where they
are. They do no! identify themselves with
those whom they wish to help and elevate to
the true Bible standard of Christianity.

In order to he a truly successful minister
one must wholly consecrate himself to the
. work of saving souls. It is highly essential
that he should be closely united with Chuist,
seeking continual counsel from him, and da-
pending upon his aid.

Some fail of success because they trust to
the strength of argument alone, and do not -
cry earnestly to God for his wisdom to direct
them and his grace to sanctify their efforts.
Long discourses and tedious prayers are pos-
itively injurious to a religious interest, and
fail to carry conviction to the consciences of
the people. This propensity for speech-mak--
ing frequently dampens a religious interest
that might have produced great results.

The true ambassador of Christ is in perfect
union with him whom he represents, and his
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engrossing object is the salvation of souls.
The wealth of earth dwindles into insignifi-
cance when compared with the worth of a
single soul for whom our Lord and Master
died. He who weigheth the hills in scales
and the mountains in a balance regards a hu-
man soul as of infinite value.

In the work of the ministry there are bat-
tles to fight, and victories to gain. “I come
not,” said Christ, “to send peace on earth,
but a sword.” The opening labors of the
Christian church were attended with hard-
ships and bitter griefs; and the successors of
the early apostles find that they must meet
with trials similar to theirs; privations, cal-
umny, and every species of opposition meet
them in their labors. They must be men of
staunch, moral courage and spiritual muscle.

Great moral darkness prevails, and only
the power of truth can drive away the shad-
ows from g single mind. We aro battling
‘with giant errors and the strongest preju-
dices, and our efforts will fail either to con-
vert souls or elevate our own moral natures
without the special help of God. Human
skill, and the very best natural abilitics and
acquisitions are powerless to quicken the soul,
to discern the enormity of sin and banish it
from the heart.

Ministers should be careful not to expect
too much from persons who are still groping
in the darkness of error. They should do
their work well, relying upon God to impart

Tegtimazy 27. 12
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to inquiring souls that mysterious, quickening
influence of his Holy Spirit, knowing that
without this their labors will be unsuccessful.
They should be patient and wise in dealing
with minds, remembering how manifold are
the circumstances that have developed such
different traits in individuals. They should
strictly guard themselves also, lest self should
get the supremacy and Jesus should be left
out of the question.

Some ministers fail of success because they
do not give their undivided interest to the
work when very much depends upon persis-
tent and well directed labor. Many are not
laborers; they do not pursue their business
outside of the pulpit. They shirk the duty
of going from house to house and laboriug
wisely in the home circle. They need to cul-
tivate that rare Christian courtesy, which
would render them kind and considerate
toward the souls under their care, working
for them with true earnestness and faith,
teaching them the way of life.

Ministers can do much toward moulding
the characters of those with whom they are
associated. If they are sharp, critical, and
exacting, they will be sure to meet these un-
happy elements in the people upon whom
their influence is strongest, though not, per-
haps, of the nature which they desire, yet
none the less the effect of their own example.

It cannot be expected that the people will
enjoy peace and harmony unless their relig-
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- jous tcachers, whose foot-steps they follow,
have those traits of character largely devel-
oped and manifested in their lives. The
minister of Christ has great responsibilities
to bear if he would become an example for
his people and a correct exponent of his Mas-
ter’s doctrine. Men were awed by the purity
and 1ooral dignity of our Saviour, while his
unselfish love and gentle benignity won their
hearts. He was the embodiment of perfec-
tion. If his representatives would see like
fruits attending their labors as crowned
the ministry of Christ, they should earnestly
strive to imitate his virtues and cultivate
those traits of character which would make
them like unto him.

It requires much forethought and wisdom
from God to labor successfully for the salva-
tion of sinners. If the soul of thelaboreris
filled with the grace of God, his teachings
. will not irritate his hearers but melt its way
to their hearts, and open them for the recep-
tion of the truth.

The workers in the field should not allow
themselves to be discouraged, but whatever
their surroundings they should exercise hope
and faith. The minister's work is but just
begun when he has presented the truth from
the pulpit. He is then to become acquainted
with his hearers. Many greatly fail in not
coming in close sympathy with those who
most need their help, 'With the Bible in their
hand they should seek in a courteous manner
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to learn the objections which exist in the
minds of those who are beginning to inquire,
“ What is truth ¢’

They should be carefully and tenderly led
and educated as pupilsin school. Many have
to unlearn theories which have been ingrafted
into their lives. As they become convinced
that they have been in error concerning Bible
subjects, they are thrown into perplexity and
doubt. They need the tenderest sympathy
and the most judicious help ; they should be
carefully instructed ; they should be prayed
for and prayed with, watched and guarded
with the kindest solicitude. Those who have
fallen under temptation and have backslidden
from God need help. This class is represented
in the lessons of Christ, by the lost sheep. The
shepherd left the ninety and nine in the wil-
derness and hunted for the one lost sheep unzil
he found it and returned with it on his shoul-
der with rejoicing. Also in the illustration
of the woman who searched for the lost piece
of silver until she found it, and called to-
gether her neighbors to rejoice with her that
the lost was found. The connection of
heavenly angels with the Christian’s work is
here hrought clearly &o light. There is more
joy in the presence of the angels in Heaven
over one sinner that repents than over ninety
and nine just persons who need no repent-

“ance. There is joy with the Father and with
Christ. All Heaven is interested in the sal-
vation of man. He who is instrumental in
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saving a soul is at liberty to rejoice, for angels
of God have witnessed his efforts with the
most intense interest, and rejoice with him in
his success.

How thorough then should be the labor
and how deep the sympathy of man for his
fellow-man. It is a great privilege to be a
co-v orker with Jesus Chuist in the salvation
of souls. He, with patient, unselfish efforts,
sought to reach man in his fallen condition
and rescue him from the consequences of sin.
Therefore his disciples, who are the tcachers
of his word, should closely imitate their great
example.

It is necessary, in order to pursue this
great and arduous work, that the ministers
of Christ should possess physical health. To
attain this end they must become regular in
their habits, and adopt a healthful system of
living. Many are continually complaining
and suffering from various indispositions.
The reason is almost always because they do
not labor wisely nor observe the laws of
health. They frequently remain too much
indoors, occupying heated rooms filled with
impure air. Here they apply themselves
closely to study or writing, taking little phys-
ical exercise, and having httle ch‘mwe of em-
ployment. As a consequence, the blood be-
comes sluggish and the powers of the mind
are enfeebled.

The whole system needs the invigorating
influence of exercise in the open air. A few
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hours of manual labor .each day would tend
to renew the bodily vigor, and rest and relax
the mind. In this way the general health
would be promoted and a greater amount of
pastoral labor could be performed.

The incessant reading and writing of many
ministers unfits them for pastoral work.
They consume valuable time in abstract study,
which should be expended in helping the
needy at the right moment.

Some ministers have given themselves to
the work of writing during a period of de-
cided religious interest, and it was frequently
the case that their writings had no special
connection with the work in hand. Thisis
a glaring error, for at such times it is the
duty of the minister to use his entire strength
in pushing forward the cause of God. Hus
mind should be clear and centered upon the
one object of saving souls. Should his
thoughts be pre-occupied with other subjects,
many might be lost to the cause who could
have been saved by his timely instruction. .
Some ministers are easily diverted from their
work. They become discouraged or are at-
tracted to their homes, and leave a growing
interest to die for want of attention. The
harm done the cause in this way can scarcely
be estimated. When an effort to promulgate
the truth is started, the minister in charge
should feel the responsibility on him to carry
it through successfully. If his labors appear
$0 be without result, he should seek by earn-
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est prayer to disecover if his labors are what
they should be. He should humble his soul
before God in self-examination, and by faith,
cling to the divine promises, humbly coutinu-
ing his efforts till he is satistied that he has
faithfully discharged his duty, aud done every- -
thing in his power to gain the desired re-
sult.

Ministers frequently report that they left
the best of interest at one point to enter a
new field. This is wreng, they should have
finished the work they be‘rm, for in leaving
it incomplete, they accomplished more harm
than good, in spoiling the field for the next
laborer. No field is so unpromising as that
which has been cultivated just enough to give
the weeds a more luxuriant growth.

Much prayer and wise labor is needed in
new fields. Men of God are wanted, not
merely men who can talk, but those who
have an experimental knowledge of the mys-
tery of godliness, and who can meet the ur-
gent wants of the people ; those who solemnly
realize the importance of their position as
servants of Jesus, and will cheerfully take
up the cross that Lie has taught them how to
bear.

When the temptation comes to seclude
themselves and indulge in reading and writ-
ing, at a time when other duties should claim
their immediate attention, they should be
strong enough to deny self and devote them-
selves to the work that lays directly before
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them. This is undoubtedly one of the most
trying tests that a studious mind is called to
undergo.

The duties of pastor are often shamefully
neglected because the minister lacks sufficient
strength to sacrifice his personal inclinations
for selusion and study. The pastor should
visit from house to house among his flock,
teaching, conversing and praying with each
family, and looking out for the welfare of
their souls. Those who have manifested a
desire to become acquainted with the prin-
ciples of our faith should not be neglected,
but thoroughly instructed in the trath. No
opportunity to do good should be lost by the
- watchful and zealous minister of God.

Certain ministers who have been invited
to houses by the heads of families, have
spent the few haurs of their visit in seclud-
ing themselves in an unoccupied room to in-
dulge their inclination for reading or writing.
The fawily that entertained them derived no
benefit from their visit. They accepted the
hospitality extended them without giving an
equivalent in the labor that was so much
needed.

People are easily reached through the ave-
nues of the social circle. But many dread
the task of visiting; they have not cultivated
the social quahtles, have not acquired that
genial spirit that wins its way to the hearts
of the people. It is highly important that a
pastor should mingle much with his people
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that he may become acquainted with the dif-
ferent phases of human natuve, readily under-
stand the workings of the mind, adapt his
teachings to the intellect of his people, and
learn that grand charity only possessed by
those who closely study the nature and needs
of men.

Those who seclude themselves from the
people are in no condition to help them. A
skillful physician must understand the nature
of various diseases, and must have a thorough
knowledge of the human structure. He
must be prompt in attending to his patients.
He knows that delays are dangerous. When
his experienced hand is laid upon the pulse of
the sufferer, and he carefully notes the pecul-
iar indication of his malady, his previous
knowledge enables him to determine concern-
ing the nature of his disease and the treat-
went necessary to arrest its progress. As
the physician deals with physical discase,
so does the pastor minister to the sin-sick
soul. And his work is as much more impor-
tant than the former’s as eternal life 1s more
valuable than the temporal existence.

The pastor meets with an endless variety
of temperaments, and it is his duty to become
acquainted with the members of families that
listen to his teachings, in order to determine
what means will best influence them in the
right direction. ,

In view of these grave responsihilities the
question will arise, “who 1s suflicient for



186
these things?” The heart of the laborer will

almost faint as he considers the various ardu-
ous duties devolving upon bhim; but the
words of Christ strengthen the soul with the
comforting assurance: “Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world.”

The difficulties- and dangers that threaten
the safety of those he loves, should make
him cautions and circumspect in his manner
of dealing with them, and watchful of them
as one who must give an account. He should
judiciously employ his influence in winning
souls to Christ, and impress the truth upon
inquiring minds. He should take care that
the world, by its delusive attractions, should
not lead them away from God and steal their
hearts to the influence of his grace.

The minister is not to Iule imperiously
over the flock entrusted to his care; but to
be their ensamples, and to show them the
way to Heaven. Following the example of
Christ, he should intercede with God for the
people of his care till he sees his prayers
are answered.

Jesus exercised human and divine sympa-
thy toward man. He is our example in all
things. God is our Father and Governor,
and the Christian minister is the representa-
tive of his Son on earth. The principles
which rule in Heaven should rule upon
earth ; the same love that animates the an-
gels, the same purity and holiness that reigns
in Heaven, should, as far as possible, be re-
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produced upon earth. The minister of God
is responsible to him for the power he exer-
cises, and he does not justify his servants in
perverting .that power into a despotism over
the flock of his care.

God has given to his servants precious
knowledge of his truth, and he desires that
they shall closely connect themselves with
Jesus and, through sympathy, draw near to
their brethren, that they may do them all
the good that lays in their power. The Re-
deemer of the world did not consult bis own
pleasure, but went about doing good. He
bound himself closely to the Father that he
might bring their united strength to bear up-
on the souls of men to save them from eter-
nal ruin. In like manner should his servants
cultivate spirituality if they expect to succeed
in their work.

Jesus pitied poor sinners so much that he
left the courts of Heaven, and laid aside the
robes of royalty, humiliating himself to hu-
wanity, that he might become acquainted
with the needs of man and help him to rise
above the degradation of the fall. "When he
Lus given to man such unquestionable evi-
dence of his love and tenderest sympathy,
bow important that his representatives should
imitate his example in coming close to their
fellow-men, and helping them to form a true
Christian character.

But some have been too ready to engage in
church trials, and have borne sharp and un-
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sympathizing testimony against the erring.
In thus acting they have yielded to a natural
propensity that should have been firmly sub-
dued. This is not the calm justice of the
Christian executive, but the harsh eriticism of
a hasty temperament.

The churches need education more than
censure. Instead of blaming them too se-
verely for their want of spirituality and neg-
lect of duty, the minister should, by precept
and example, teach them to grow in grace
and in the knowledge of the truth. ‘Where-
of I am made a minister according to the dis-
pensation of God which is given to me for
you, to fulfill the word of God ; even the mys-
‘tery which hath been hid from ages and from
generations, but now is made manifest to his
saints; to whom God would make known
what is the riches of the glory of this mysta-
ry among the Gentiles; which is Christ in
you, the hope of glory; whom we preach,
warning every man, and teaching every man
in all wisdom ; that we may present ever:
man perfect in Christ Jesus: whereunto I
also labor, striving according to his working,
which worketh in me mightily.”

Our ministers who have reached the age of
forty or fifty years should not feel that their
labor is less efficient than formerly. Men of
years and experience are just the ones to put
forth strong and well-directed efforts. They
are specially needed at this time, the churches
cannot afford to part with them. Such ones
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should not talk of physical and mental feeble-
ness, nor feel that their day of usefulness is
over.

Many of them have suffered from severe
mental taxation, unrelieved by physical exer-
cise. The result is a deterioration of their
powers, and a tendency to shirk responsi-
bilities. That they need is more active labor.
This is not alone confined to those whose
heads are white with the frost of time, but
men young in years have fallen into the same
state, and have become mentally feeble.
They have a list of set discourses, but if they
get beyond the boundaries of these they lose
their soundings.

The old-fashioned pastor who traveled on
horseback and spent much time in visiting
his flock enjoyed much better health, not-
withstanding the hardships and exposures,
than" our ministers of to-day who avoid, as
far as possible, all physical exertion and con-
fine themselves to their books.

Ministers of age and experience should feel
it their duty, as God’s hired servants, to go for-
ward, progressing every day, continually be-
coming more efficient in their work and con-
stantly gathering fresh, new matter to set be-
fore the people. Each effort to expound the
gospel should be an improvement upon that
which preceded it. Each year they should
develop a deeper piety, a tenderer spirit, a
greater spirituality and a- more thorough
knowledge of Bible truth. The greater
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their age and experience, the nearer should
they be able to approach the hearts of the
people, having a more perfect knowledge of
them.

Men are needed for this time who are not
afraid to lift their voices for the right, who-
ever may oppose them. They should be of
strong integrity and tried courage. The
church calls for them, and God will work
with their efforts to uphold ull branches of
the gospel ministry.



