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TESTIMONY FOR THE CHURCH.

Proper Education.

It is the nicest work ever assumed by men
and women to deal with youthful minds. The
greatest care should be taken in the education
of youth to vary the manner of instruction so
as to call forth the high and noble powers of the
mind. Parents, and teachers of schools, are
certainly disqualified to educate children prop-
erly, if they have not first learned the lesson of
self-control, patience, forbearance, gentleness,
and love. What an important position for
parents, guardians, and teachers! There are
very few who realize the most essential wants of
the mind, and how to direct the developing in-
tellect, the growing thoughts and feelings of
youth.

There is a period for training children, and a
time for educating youth. And it is essential
that both of these be combined in a great de-
gree in the schools. Children may be trained
for the service of sin, or for the service of
righteousness. The early education of youth
shapes their character in this life, and in their
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religious life. Solomon says, “ Train up a child
in the way he should go, and when he is old he
will not depart from it.” This language is pos-
itive. The training which Solomon enjoins is to
direct, educate, and develop. In order for
parents and teachers to do this work, they must
themselves understand ““the way the child
should go.” This embraces more than merely
having a knowledge of books. It takes in ev-
erything that is good, virtuous, righteous, and
holy. It comprehends the praectice of temper-
ance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love to
God, and to each other. In order to attain this
object, the physical, mental, moral, and relig-
ious education of children must have attention.

In households, and in schools, the education
of children should not be like the training of
dumb animals; for children have an intelligent
will which should be directed to control all
their powers. The dumb animals need to be
trained ; for they have not reason and intellect.
The human mind must be taught self.control.
It must be educated to rule the human being,
while the animal is controlled by the master.
The beast is trained to be submissive to his
master. The master is mind, judgment, and
will, for his beast. A child may be so trained
as to have, like the beast, no will of his own.
His individuality may even be submerged in the
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one who superintends his training, and the will
is to all intents and purposes subject to the will
of the teacher.

Children who are thus educated will ever be
deficient in moral energy and individual re-
sponsibility. They have not been taught to
move from reason and principle. Their will
was controlled by another, and the mind was
not called out, that it might expand and
strengthen by exercise. They were not directed
and disciplined with respect to their peculiar
constitution and capabilities of mind, to put
forth their strongest powers when required.
Teachers should not stop here, but give espe-
cial attention to the cultivation of the weaker
faculties that all the powers may be brought
into exercise, and carried forward from one de-
gree of strength to another, that the mind may
attain due proportions.

There are many families of children who ap-
pear to be well-trained, while under the train-
ing discipline. But when the system, which
has held them to set rules, is broken up, they
seem to be incapable of thinking, acting, or de-
ciding, for themselves. These children have
been 80 long under iron rule, not allowed to
think and act for themselvas in those things in
which it was highly proper that they should,
that they have no confidence in themselves to
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move out upon their own judgment, having an
opinion of their own. And when they go out
from their parents, to act for themselves, they
are easily led by others’ judgment in the wrong
direction. They have not stability of character.
Their minds have not been properly developed
and strengthened by being thrown upon their
own judgment, as fast and as far as practicable.
So long have their minds been absolutely con-
trolled by their parents that they rely wholly
upon them. Their parents were mind acd judg-
ment for their children.

On the other hand, the youth should not be
left to think and act independent of the judg-
ment of their parents and teachers. Children
should be taught to respect experienced judg-
ment, and be guided by their parents and teach-
ers. They should be so educated that their
minds will be united with the minds of their
parents and teachers, and they be so instructed
that they can see the propriety of heeding their
counsel. And when they shall go forth from
the guiding hand of their parents and teachers,
their characters will not be like the reed trem-
bling in the wind.

The severe training of youth, without prop-
erly directing them to think and act for them-

selves, as their own capacity and turn of mind
would allow, that by this means they might
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have growth of thought and feelings of self-
respect, and confidence in their own abilities to
perform, will ever prodnce a class that are weak
in mental and moral power. And when they
stand in the world to act for themselves, they
will reveal the fact that they were trained, like
- the animals, and not educated. Their wills, in
stead of being guided, were forced into subjec-
tion by harsh discipline of parents and teachers.

Parents and teachers who boast of having
complete control of the mind and will of the
children under their care would cease their
boastings, could they trace out the future life of
these children who are thus in subjection by
force and through fear. These are almost
wholly unprepared to engage in the stern re-
sponsibilities of life. When these youth are no
longer under their parents and teachers, and are
compelled to think and act for themselves, they
are almost sure to take a wrong course, and
yield to the power of temptation. They do not
make this life a success. And the same defi-
ciencies are seen in their religious life. Could
the instructors of youth have the future result
of their mistaken discipline mapped out before
them, they would change their plan of action in
the education of children and youth. That
class of teachers who are gratified that they
have almost complete control of the will of their
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scholars are not the most successful teachers, al-
though the appearance for the time being may
be flattering. )

God never designed that one human mind
should be under the complete control of another
human mind. And those who make efforts to
have the individuality of their pupils submerged
in themselves, and they be mind, will, and con-
science, for their pupils, assume fearful respon-
sibilities. These scholars may, upon certain
occasions, appear like well-drilled soldiers. But
when the restraint is removed, there will be
seen a want of independent action from firm
principle existing in them. But those who
make it their object to so educate their pupils
that they may see and feel that the power lies
in themselves to make men and women of firm
principle, qualified for any position in life, are
the most useful and permanently successful
teachers. Their work may not show to the very
best advantage to careless observers, and their
labors may not be valued as highly as the
teacher who holds the will and mind of his
scholars by absolute authority; but the future
lives of the pupils will show the fruits of the
better plan of education: -

There is danger of both parents and teachers
commanding and dictating too much, while they
fail to come sufficiently into social relation with
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their children, or their scholars. They often
hold themselves too much reserved, and exercise
their authority in a cold, unsympathizing man-
ner, which cannot win the hearts of their chil-
dren and pupils. If they would gather the
children close to them, and show that they love
them, and manifest an interest in all their ef-
forts, and even in their sports, and sometimes be
even a child among children, they would make
the children very happy, would gain their love,
and win their confidence. And the children
would sooner respect and love the authority of
their parents and teachers.

The principles and habits of the teacher should
be considered of greater importance than even
his literary qualifications. If the teacher is a
sincere Cbristian, he will feel the necessity of
having an equal interest in the physical, mental,
moral, and spiritual education of his scholars.
In order to exert the right influence, he should
have perfect control over himself, and his own
heart should be richly imbued with love for his
pupils, which will be seen in his looks, words,
and acts. He should have firmness of charac-
ter, then can he mold the minds of his pupils,
as well as to instruct them in the sciences. The
early education of youth generally shapes their
character for life. Those who deal with the
young should be very careful ‘to ecall out the
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qualities of the mind, that they may better
know how to direct their powers, and that they
may be exercised to the very best account.

The system of education generations back has
been destructive to health and even life itself.
Five hours each day many young children have
passed in school rooms not properly ventilated,
nor sufficiently large for the healthful accom-
modation of the scholars. The air of such
rooms soon becomes poison to the lungs that in-
hale it. Little children, whose limbs and mus-
cles are not strong, and their brains undevel-
oped, have been kept confined in-doors to their
injury. Many have but a slight hold on life to
begin with. Confinement in school from day to
day makes them nervous and diseased. Their
bodies are dwarfed because of the exhausted
condition of the nervous system. And if the
lamp of life goes out, the parents and teachers
do-not consider that they had any direct influ-
‘ence in quenching the vital spark. © When
standing by the graves of their children, the
afflicted parents look upon their bereavement as
a special dispensation of Providence. By inex-
cusable ignorance, their own course had destroyed
the life of their children. Then to charge their
death to Providence is blasphemy. God wanted
the little ones to live and be disciplined, that
they might have beautiful characters, to glorify
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him in this world, and praise him in the better
world. In order to be in accordance with
fashion and custom, many parents have sacri-
.ficed the health and life of their children.

Parents and teachers, in taking the responsi-
bilities of training these children, do not feel
their accountability before God to become ac-
quainted with the physical organism, that they
may treat the bodies of children and pupils in a
manner to preserve life and health. Thousands
of children die because of the ignorance of par-
ents and teachers. Mothers will spend hours
over needless work upon their own dressand that
of their children, to fit them for display, who
plead that they cannot find time to read up, and
obtain information necessary to take care of the
health of their children. They think it less
trouble to trust their bodies to the doctors.

To become acquainted with the wonderful
organism, the stomach, liver, bowels, heart,
bones, muscles, and pores of the skin, and to
understand the dependence of one organ umpon
another, for the healthful action of all, is a
study that most mothers have no interest in.
The influence of the body upon the mind, and
the mind upon the body, she knows nothing of.
The mind, which allies finite to the infinite, she
does not seem to understand. Every organ of
the body was made to be servant to the mind.
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The mind is the capital of the body. Children
are allowed flesh-meats, spices, butter, cheese,
pork, rich pastry, and condiments generally.
They are allowed to eat irregularly, and to eat
between meals, of unhealthful food, which do
their work of deranging the stomach, and excit-
ing the nerves to unnatural action, and enfeeble
the intellect. Parents do not realize that they
are sowing the seeds which will bring forth dis-
ease and death.

Many children have been ruined for hfe by
urging the intellect, and neglecting to strength-
en the physical. Many have died in their
childhood because of the course purslied by in-
judicious parents, and teachers of the schools,
~in forcing their young intellect, by flattery or
fear, when they are too young to see the inside
of a school room. Their minds have been taxed
with lessons, when they should not have been
called out, but kept back until the physical con-
stitution was strong enough to endure mental
effort. Small children should be left free as
lambs to run out of doors, to be free and happy,
and be allowed the most favorable opportunities
to lay the foundation for sound constitutions.
Parents should be their only teachers, until they
have reached eight or ten years of age. They
should open before their children God's great
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book of nature as fast as their minds can com-
prehend it.

The mother should have less love for. the ar-
tificial in her house, and in the preparation of
her dress for display, and find time to cultivate,
in herself and in her children, a love for the
beautiful buds and opening flowers, and call the
attention of her children to their different col-
ors and variety of forms. She can make her
children acquainted with God, who made all the
beautiful things which attract and delight them.
She can lead their young minds up to their
Creator, and awaken in their young hearts a love
for their Heavenly Father, who has manifested
so great love for them. Parents can associate
God with all his created works. Among the
opening flowers and nature’s beautiful scenery
in the open air should be the only school room
for children from eight to ten years of age.
And the treasures of nature should be their
only text book. These lessons, imprinted upon
the minds of young children, among the pleas-
ant, attractive scenes of nature, will not be soon
forgotten.

In order for children and youth to have
health, cheerfulness, vivacity, and well-developed
muscle and brain, they should be much in the
open air, and have well-regulated employment
and amusement. Children and youth who are
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kept at school and confined to books, cannot
have sound physical constitutions. The exer-
cise of the brain in study, without corresponding
physical exercise, has a tendency to attract the
blood to the brair, and the circulation of the
blood through the system becomes unbalanced.
The brain has too much blood, and the extrem-
ities too little. There should be rules, regulating
their studies to certain hours, and then a portion
of their time should be spent in physical labor.
And if their habits of eating, dressing, and
sleeping, were in accordance with physical law,
they could obtain an education without sacri-
ficing physical and mental health.

The book of Genesis gives quite a definite
account of social and individual life, and yet
we have no record of an infant being born
blind, deaf, crippled, deformed, or imbecile.
There is not an instance upon record of a
natural death in infanecy, childhood, or early
manhood. There is no account of men and
women dying of disease. Obituary notices
in the book of Genesis run thus: ¢ And all the
days of Adam were nine hundred and thirty
years, and he died.” ¢ And all the days of
Seth were nine hundred and twelve years,
and he died.” Concerning others, the record
states: “ He lived to a good old age, and he
died.” It was so rare for a son to die before

the father that such an occurrence was con-
sidered worthy of record: ‘And Haran
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died before his father Terah.” Haran was
a father of children before his death.

God endowed man with so great vital
force that he has withstood the accumulation
of disease, brought upon the race in conse-
quence of perverted habits, and he has con-
tinued for six thousand years. This fact of
itself is enough to evidence to us the strength
and electrical energy God’ gave to man at
his creation. It took more than two thou-
sand years of crime, and indulgence of base
passions, to bring bodily disease upon the
race to any great extent. If Adam, at his
creation, had not been endowed with twenty
times as much vital force as men now have,
the race, with present habits of living in vi-
olation of natural law, would have become
extinct. At the period of the first advent
of Christ, so rapidly had the race degener-
ated that an accumulation of disease pressed
upon that generation, bringing in a tide of
woe, and weight of misery inexpressible.
The wretched condition of the world at the
present time was presented before me. Since
Adam’s fall, the race has been degenerating.
Some of the reasons for the present deplor-
able conditions of men and women, formed
in the image of God, was shown me. The
sense of how much must be done to arrest,
even in a degree, the physical, mental, and
moral decay caused my heart to be sick and
faint.

God did not create the race in its present
feeble condition. This state of things is not
the work of Providence, but the work of
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man, brought about by wrong habits and
abuses, by violating the laws God has made
to govern his existence. Through the tempt-
ation of appetite, Adam and Eve first fell
from their high, holy, and happy estate.
Through the same temptation have the race
become enfeebled. They have permitted
appetite and passion to take the throne,
and to bring into subjection reason and in-
tellect.

So long has the violation of physical law,
and human suffering as the consequence,
prevailed that men and women look upon
the present state of sickness, suffering, de-
bility, and premature death, as the appointed
lot of humanity., Man came from the hand
of his Creator, perfect and beautiful in form,
and so filled with vital force that it was more
than a thousand years before the corrupt
appetite and passions, and general violation
of physical law, was sensibly felt upon the
race. More recent generations have been
feeling the pressure of infirmity and disease
still more rapidly and heavily with every
generation. The vital forces have been
greatly weakened by indulgence of appetite
and lustful passion.

The patriarchs from Adam to Noah, with
but few exceptions, lived nearly a thousand
years. Since the days of Noah, the length
of life has been tapering. Those suffering
with disease were brought to Christ for him
to heal, from every town, city, and village;
for they were afflicted with al]l manner of
diseases. And disease has been steadily on
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the increase through successive generations
since that period. Because of the continued
violation of the laws of life, mortality has
increased to a fearful extent. The years of
man have been shortened, so that the pres-
ent generation pass off to the grave, even
before the generations that lived the first
few thousand years after the creation came
upon the stage of action.

Disease has been transmitted from parents
to children, from. generation to generation.
Infants in their cradle are miserably aflicted
because of the sins of their parents, which
have lessened their vital force. Their wrong
habits of eating and dressing, and their
geperal dissipation, are transmitted, as an
inberitance to their children. Many are
born insane, deformed, blind, deaf, and a
very large class deficient in intellect. The
strange absence of- principle which charac-
terizes this generation, in disregarding the
laws of life and health, is astopishing. Ig-
norance prevails upon this subject, while
light is shining all around them. With the
majotity, their principal anxiety is, What
shall T eat ? what shall I drink ? and where-
withal shall I be clothed? Notwithstanding
all that is said and written in regard to how
we should treat our bodies, appetite is the
great law which governs men nnd women
generally.

The moral powers are beclouded, because
men and women will not live in obedience
to_ the laws of health, and make this great

Number 22. 2
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‘subject a personal duty. Tarents bequeath
to their offspring their own perverted habits,
and loathsome diseases corrupt the blood,
and enervate the brain. The majority of
men and women remain in ignorance of the
laws of their being, and indulge appetite and
passion at the expense of intellect and mor-
als, and seem willing to remain in ignorance
of the result of their violation of nature’s
laws. They indulge the depraved appetite
in the use of slow poisons, which corrupt
the blood, and undermine the nervous forces,
and in consequence bring upon themselves
sickness and death. Their friends call the
result of their own course the dispensation
of Providence. In this they insult Heaven.
They rebelled against the laws of nature,
and suffered the punishment of her abused
laws. Suffering and mortality now prevail
everywhere, especially among the children.
How great is the contrast between this gen-
eration, and those who lived during the first
two thousand years!

I inquired if this tide of woe could not be
prevented, and something done to save the
youth of this generation from the rein which
threatens them. 1 was shown one great
cause of the existing deplorable state of
things is, that parents do not feel under ob-
ligation to bring up their children to con-
form to physical law. Mothers love their
children with -an idolatrous love, and they
indulge their appetite when they know that
it will injure the health of the children, and
thereby bring upon them disease and ushap-
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piness. This cruel kindness is carried out
to a great extent in the present generation.
The desires of children are gratified at the
expense of health and happy tempers, be-
cause it is easier for the mother, for the time
being, to gratify than to withhold that
which her children clamor for.

Thus mothers are sowing the seed that
will spring up and bear fruit. The children
are not educated to deny their appetites, and
restrict their desires. And they become self-
ish, exacting, disobedient, unthankful, and
unholy. Mothers who™ are doing this work
of sowing will reap with. bitterness the seed
they have sown. They have sinned against
Heaven and against their children, and God
will hold them accountable.

Had the system of education generations
back been conducted upon altogether a dif-
ferent plan, the youth of this generation
would not now be so depraved and worth-
less. The managers and teachers of schools
should have been those who understood
physiology, and who had an interest, not
only to educate youth.in the sciences, but to
teach them how to perserve health, in order
to use their knowledge to the best account
after they had obtained it. There should
have been in connection with the schools
establishments for various branches of labor,
that the students might have employment,
and necessary exercise out of school hours.

The students’ employment and amuse-
ments should have been regulated in refer-
ence to physical law, and adapted to preserve
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to them the healthy tone of all the powers of
the body and mind. Then their education
in practical business could have been ob-
tained, while their literary progress was be-
ing secured. Students at school should have
had their moral sensibilities aroused to see
and feel that society had claims upon them,
and that they should so live in obedience to
natural law that they could, by their exist-
ence and influence, by precept and example,
be an advantage and blessing to society.
It should be impressed upon youth that all
have an influence that is constantly telling
upon society, to improve and elevate, or to
lower and debase. The first study of youth
should be to know themselves and how
to keep their bodies in health.

Many parents have kept their children at
school nearly the year round. These chil-
dren have goné through the routine of study
mechanically, and they have not retained
that which they learned. Many of these
constant students seem almost destitute of
intellectual life. The monotony of contin-
ual study wearies the mind, and they have
but little interest in their lessons, and to
many the application to books becomes
painful. They had not an inward love of
thought, and ambition to acquire knowledge.
They did not encourage in themselves re-
flection, and investigation of objects and
things.

Children are in great need of proper edu-
cation, in order that their lives should be of
use in the world. But any effort that exalts
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intellectual culture above moral training is
misdirected. Instructing, cultivating, pol-
ishing, and refining youth and children
should be the main burden with both
parents and teachers. Close reasoners and
logical thinkers are few ; for the reason that
false influences have checked the develop-
ment of the intellect. The supposition of
parents and teachers that continual study
would strengthen the intellect has proved
erroneous ; for it has had in many cases the
opposite effect.

In the early education of children, many
parents and teachers fail to understand that
the greatest attention needs to be given to
the physical constitution, that a healthy con-
dition of body and brain can be secured.
It has been the custom to encourage chil-
dren to attend school when they are mere
babies, needing a mother’s care. Children
of a delicate age are frequently crowded
into ill-ventilated school rooms, to sit upon
poorly constructed benches, and the young
and tender frames have, through sitting in
wrong positions, become deformed.

The disposition and habits of youth will
be very likely to be manifested in the ma-
tured man. You may bend a young tree to
almost any form that you may choose, and
let it remain and grow as you have bent it,
and it will be a deformed tree, and will ever
tell of the injury and abuse received at your
hand. You may, after years of growth, try
to straighten the tree, but all your efforts
will prove unavailing. It will ever be a
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crooked tree. 'This is the case with the
minds of youth. They should be carefully
and tenderly trained in childhood. They
may be trained in the right direction or the
wrong, and they will in their future life pur-
sue the course in which they were directed
in youth. The habits formed in youth will
grow with the growth and strengthen with
the strength, and will generally be the same
in after life, only continue to grow stronger.

‘We are living in an age when almost ev-
erything is superficial. There is but little
stability and firmness of character, because
the training and education of children from
their cradle is superficial. Their characters
are built upon sliding sand. Self-denial and
self-control have not been molded into their
characters. They have been petted and in-
dulged until they are spoiled for practical
life. The love of pleasure controls minds,
and children are flattered and indulged to
their ruin. Children should be trained and
educated so that they may calculate to meet
with difficulties, and expect temptations and
dangers. They should be taught to have
control over themselves, and to nobly over-
come difficulties; and if they do not will-
fully rush into danger, and needlessly place
themselves in the way of temptation ; if they
shun evil influences and vicious society, and
then are unavoidably compelled to be in
dangercus company, they will have strength
of character to stand for the right and pre-
serve principle, and will come forth in the
strength of God with their morals untainted.
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The moral powers of youth who have been
properly educated, if they make God their
trust, will be equal to stand the most power-
ful test.

But few parents realize that their children
are what their example and discipline have
made them, and that they are responsible for
the characters their children develop. If
the hearts of Christian parents were in obe-
dience to the will of Christ, they would obey
the injunction of the heavenly Teacher:
“ But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
his righteousness; and all these things shall
be added unto yon.” If those who profess
to be followers of Christ would only do
this, they would give, not only to their chil-
dren, but to thé unbelieving world, examples
that would rightly represent the religion of
the Bible. If Christian parents lived in
obedience to the requirements of the divine
Teacher, they would preserve simplicity in
eating, and in their dressing, and would live
more in accordance with natural law. They
would not then devote so much time to arti-
ficial life in making cares and burdens for
themselves that Christ has not laid upon
them, but positively bade them to shun. If
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness,
were the first and all-important consideration
with parents, but little precious time would
be lost in needless ornamentation of the out-
ward, while the minds of their children are
almost entirely neglected. The precious
time devoted by many parents to dressing
their children for display in their scenes of
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amusement had better, far better, be spent
in cultivating their own minds, in order that
they may be competent to properly iustruct
their children. It was not essential to the
salvation or happinéss of these parents to
use precious probationary time God has lent
them, in dressing, in visiting, and gossiping.
Many parents plead that they have so
much to do that they have not time to im-
prove their minds, or to educate their chil-
dren for practical life, or to teach them how
they may become lambs of Christ’s fold.
Parents will never realize the almost in-
finite value of the time they misspend until
the final settlement, when the cases of all
will be decided, and the acts of our entire
life are opened to our view in the presence
of God, and the Lamb, and all the holy
angels. Very many parents will then see
that their wrong course determined the
destiny of their “children. Not only have
they failed to secure for themselves .the
words of commendatiorr from the King of
glory, “ Well done, thou good and faithful
servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord;”
but they hear the terrible denunciation,
Depart. This separates their children for-
ever from the joys and glories of Heaven,
and from the presence of Christ. And they
themselves also come under his denunciation,
Depart, ¢ thou wicked and slothful servant.”
Jesus will never say, * Well done,” to those
who have not earned the well done by their
faithfulllives of self-denial and self-sacrifice
to do others good, and to promote his glory.
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Those who have lived principally to please
themselves instead of doing others good are
meeting with infinite loss.

If parents could be aroused to sense the
fearful responsibility which rests upon them
in the work of educating their children, more
of their time would be devoted to prayer,
and less to needless display. Parents should
reflect, and study, and pray earnestly to God
for wisdom and divine aid, to properly train
their children, that they may develop char-
acters that God will approve. Their anxi-
ety should not be how they can educate
their children for the world, that they may
be praised and honored of the world, but
how they can educate them to form beauti:
ful characters that God can approve. Much
prayer and study is needed for heavenly
wisdom to know how to deal with young
minds; for very much is depending upon
the direction parents give to the minds and
wills of their children. To balance their
minds in the right direction and at the right
time is a most important work; for their
eternal interest may depend on the decisions
made at the eritical moment. How impor-
tant then that the minds of parents should be
as free as possible from perplexing, wearing
care in temporal things, that they may think
and act with calm consideration, wisdom,
and love, making the salvation of the souls
of their children the first and highest con-
sideration. The inward adorning should be
the great object for parents to attain for
their dear children. Parents cannot afford to
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have visitors and strangers claim their at-
tention, and rob them of life’s great capital,
which is time, making it impossible for them
to give their children patient instruction,
which they must have every day to give
right direction to their developing minds.

This lifetime is too short to be squandered
in vain and trifling diversion, in unprofitable
visiting, in needless dressing for display, or
in exciting amusements. We cannot afford
to squander time given us of God to bless
others, and for us to improve in laying up a
treasure for ourselves in Heaven. We have
none too much time for the discharge of
necessary duties. We should give time for
the culture of our own hearts and minds, in
order to qualify us for our life’s work. To
neglect these essential duties, in conforming
to the habits and customs of fashionable,
worldly society, is doing ourselves and our
children a great wrong.

Mothers who have youthful minds to train,
and the character of her children to form,
should not seck the excitements of the world
in order to be cheerful and happy. They
have their important life-work. They and
theirs cannot afford to spend time in an un-
profitable manner. Time is one of the im-
portant talents which God has intrusted to
us, and for which he will call us to account.
A waste of time is a waste of intellect. The
powers of the mind are susceptible of high
cultivation. It is the duty of mothers to
cultivate their minds, and keep their hearts
pure, and improve every means in their
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reach for their intellectual and moral im-
provement, that they may be qualified to
improve the minds of their children. Those
who indulge a disposition ‘to love to be in
company will soon fecl restless, unless visit-
ing or entertaining visitors. The power of
adaptation to circumstances, the necessary
sacred home duties, will seem commonplace
and uninteresting. They have no love for
self-examination or self-discipline. The mind
hungers for the varying, exciting scenes of
worldly life. Children are neglected for the
indulgence of inclination. And the record-
ing angel writes, “ Unprofitable servants.”
God designs that our minds should not be
purposeless, but that we should accomplish
good in this life. i
If parents would feel it a solemn duty that
God enjoins upon them to educate their
children for usefulness in this life, if they
would adorn the inner temple of the souls of
their sons and daughters for the immortal
life, we should see a great change in society
for the better. And then there would not
be manifest so great indifference to practical
godliness, and it would not be as difficult to
arouse the moral sensibilities of children to
understand the claims that God has upon
them. But parents become more and more
careless in the education of their children in
the useful branches. Many parents allow
their children to form wrong habits, and to
follow their inclination rather than to im-
press upon their minds the danger of their
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doing this, and the necessity of their being
controlled by principle. :

Children frequently engage in a piece of
work, and become perplexed or weary of it,
and wish to change and take hold of some-
thing new, although they entered upon the
work with enthusiasm. Thus they may take
hold of several things, meet with a little dis-
couragement, and give them up; and thus
pass from one thing to another, perfecting
nothing. TParents should not be so much
engaged with other things that they have
not time to patiently discipline those de-
veloping minds. They should not allow
the love of change to control their children.
A few words of encouragement, or a little
help at the right time may carry them over
their trouble and discouragement, and the
satisfaction they will have in seeing com-
pleted the task they undertook will stimulate
them to greater exertion.

Many children, for want of words of en-
couragement, and a little assistance in their
efforts in childhood and youth, become dis-
heartened, and change from one thing to
another. And they carry this sad defect
with them in mature life. They cannot
make a success of anything they engage in;;
for they have not been taught to persevere
under discouraging circumstances. Thus
the entire lifetime of many proves a failure
because they did not have correct discipline.
The education in childhood and youth, not
only effects their entire business career in
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mature life, but the religious experience
bears a corresponding stamp.

With the present plan of education, a door
of temptation is opened to the youth. Al-
though they generally have too many hours
of study, they have many hours without
anything to do. These leisure hours are
frequently spent in a reckless manner. The
knowledge of bad habits is communicated
to one another, and vice is greatly increased.
Very many young men who have been relig-
iously instructed at home, and g Hut to the
schools comparatively innocent and virtuous,
become corrupt by associating with vicious
companions. They lose self-respect, and
noble principles are sacrificed. Then they
are prepared to pursue the downward path;
for they have so abused their conscience that
sin does not appear so exceeding sinful.
These evils which exist at the schools
conducted upon the plan they now are might
be remedied in a great degree if study and
labor could be combined. In the higher
schools, the same evil exists only to a greater
degree ; for many of the youth have educated
themselves in vice, and their consciences are
scared.

Many parents overrate the stability and
good qualities of their children. They do
not seem to consider the deceptive influences
of vicious youth to which they are exposed.
Parents have their fears ag they send them
at a distance from them to school, but flat-
ter themselves that as they have had good
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examples and religious instruction they will
be true to principle in their high school life.
Licentiousness exists in these institutions of
learning, and many parents have but a faint
idez to what extent. They have, in many
cases, labored hard, and suffered many pri-
vations, for the cherished object of having
their children obtain a finished education.
And after all their efforts, many have the
bitter experience of receiving their chil-
dren from their course of studies, with dis-
solute habits and ruined constitutions. They
are frequently disrespectful to their parents,
unthankful and unholy. These abused par-
ents, who are thus rewarded by ungrateful
children, lament that they sent their chil-
dren from them, to be exposed to tempta-
tions, and come back to them physical,
mental, and moral wrecks. With disap-
pointed hopes and almost broken hearts,
they see their children of whom they had
high hopes, follow in a course of vice, and
drag out a miserable existence.

But there are those of firm principles,
who answer the expectation of parents and
teachers. They go through the course of
schooling with clear consciences. They
come forth with good constitutions, and
pure morals, unstained by corruptirg influ-
ences. But the number is but few. Some
students put their whole being into their
studies, and concentrate their minds upon
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‘the object of obtaining an education. They
work the brain, while the physical is in-
active. The brain is overworked, and the
physical is weak, because they have not ex-
ercised the muscles. When they graduate,
it is evident that they have obtained their
education at the expense of their life. They
studied day and night, year after year,
keeping their minds continually upon the
stretch, while they did not sufficiently exer-
cise their muscles. They sacrific. - all for
knowledge of the sciences, and passed to
their graves.

Young ladies frequently give themselves
up to study, and to the neglect of other
branches of education even more essential
for practical life than the study of books.
After they have obtained their education,
they are frequently invalids for life. They
neglected their health by remaining too
much in-docrs, deprived of the pure air of
heaven, and the God-given sunlight. These
ladies might have come from their schools
in health, if they had combined with their
studies househcld labor and exercise in the
open air.

Health is a great treasure. It is the
richest possession mortal can have. Wealth,
honor, or learning, is dearly purchased, if
it be at the loss of the vigor of health.
None of these attainments can secure hap-
piness if health is wanting. Itis a terri-
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ble sin to abuse the health God has given
us. Every abuse of health enfeebles for
life, and makes us losers, even if we gain
any amount of education.

Parents who are wealthy, in many cases,
do not feel the importance of giving their
children an education in the practical duties
of life, as well as in the sciences. They do
not see the necessity, for the good of their
children’s minds and morals, and for their
future usefulness, of giving them a thor-
ough understanding in useful labor. This
is due their children, that, if misfortune
should come, they could stand forth in noble
independence, having a knowledge how to
use their hands. If they have a capital of
strength, they cannot be poor, even if they
have not a dollar. Many, who in youth
are in affluent circumstances, may be robbed
of all their riches, with parents and brothers
and sisters dependent upon them for suste-
nance. Then how important that every
youth be educated to labor, that they may
be prepared for any emergency. Riches
are indeed a curse when the possessors let
them stand in the way of their sons’ and
daughters’ obtaining a knowledge of useful
labor, that they may be qualified for prac-
tical life.

Those who are not compelled to labor,
frequently do not have active exercise suf-
ficient for physical health. Young men,
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for want of having their minds and hands
employed in active labor, will acquire hab-
its of indolence, and will frequently be ob-
taining what is to be most dreaded, a street
education, lounging about stores, smoking,
drinking, and playing cards. '
The young ladies will read novels, excus-
ing themselves from active labor, because
they are in delicate health. Their feeble-
ness is the result of their lack of exercising
the muscles God has given them. They
may think they are too feeble to do house-
work, but will work at crochet and tatting,
and preserve the delicate paleness of their
hands and faces, while their care-burdened
mothers toil hard in washing and ironing
their garments. These ladies are not Chris-
tians ; for they transgress the fifth eom-
mandment. They do not honor their par-
ents. But the mother is the one who is
most to blame. She has indulged and ex-
cused her daughters from bearing their share
of household duties, “until work becomes
distasteful to them, and they love, and en-
Jjoy, delicate idleness. They will eat, and
sleep, and read novels, and talk of the
fashions, while their lives are useless.
Poverty, in many cases, is a blessing;
for it prevents youth and children from be-
ing ruined by inaction. The physical should
be cultivated and properly developed, as

well as the mental. The first and constant
" Number 22. 3
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care of parents should be that their chil-
dren may have firm constitutions, that they
may be sound men and women. It is im-
possible to attain this object without phys-
ical exercise. Children, for their own phys-
ical health and moral good, should be taught
to work, even if there is no necessity as far
as want is concerned. If they would have
virtuous and pure characters, they must
have the discipline of well-regulated labor,
which will bring into exercise all the mus-
cles. The satisfaction children will have
in being useful, of denying themselves to
help others, will be the most healthful
pleasure they ever enjoyed. Why should
the wealthy rob themselves and their dear
children of this great blessing ?

Parents, inaction is the greatest curse
that ever came upon youth. Your daugh-
ters should not be allowed to lie late in bed
in the morning, sleeping away the precious
hours lent them of God to be used for the
best purpose, and for which they will have
to. give an account to God. The mother is
doing her daughters great injury in bearing
the burdens the daughters should share with
her for their own present good and future
benefit. The course many parents have pur-
sued in allowing their children to be indo-’
lent, and to gratify a desire for reading
romance, is unfitting them for real life.
Novel and story-book reading are the great-
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est evils that youth can indulge in. Novel
and love-story readers always fail to make®
good, practical mothers. They live in an
unreal werld. They are air-castle builders,
living in an imaginary world. They be-
come sentimental, and have sick fancies.
Their artificial life spoils them for anything
useful. They are dwarfed in intellect, al-
though they may flatter themselves that
they are superior in mind and manners.
Exercise in household labor will be of th.
greatest advantage to young girls.
Physical labor will not prevent the culti-
vation of the intellect. Far from this.
The advantages gained by physical labor
will balance them, that the mind shall not
be overworked. The toil will then come
upon the muscles, and relieve the wearied
brain. There are many listless, useless
girls who consider it unladylike to engage
in active labor. But their characters are
too transparent to deceive sensible persons
in regard to their real worthlessness. They
will simper and giggle, and areall affectation.
They appear as though they could not speak
their words fairly and squarely, but torture
all they say with lisping and simpering.
Are these ladies? They were not born
“fools, but were educated such. It does not
require & frail, helpless, overdressed, sim-
pering thing to make a lady. A sound
body is required for a sound intellect.
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Physical soundness, and a practical knowl-
-edge in all the necessary household duties,
is never a hindrance to a well-developed in-
tellect, but highly important for a lady.

All the powers of the mind should be
called into use, and developed, in order for
men and women to have well-balanced
minds. The world is full of one-sided
men and women, because one set of the
faculties are cultivated, while others are
dwarfed from inaction. The education of
most youth a failure. They over-study,
while they neglect that whbich pertains to
practical business life. Men and women
become parents without considering their
responsibilities, and their offspring sink
lower in the scale of human deficiency than
they themselves. Thus we are fast degen-
erating. 'The constant application to study,
as the schools are now conducted, is unfit-
ting youth for practical life. The human
mind will have action. If it is not active
in the right direction, it will be active in
the wrong. And in order to preserve the
balance of the mind, labor and study should
be united in the schools.

There should have been in past genera-
tions provisions made for education upon a
larger scale. In connection with the schools
should have been agricultural and manu-
facturing establishments. ~There should
have been teachers also of household labor.
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There should have been a portion of the
time each day devoted to labor, that the
physical and mental might be equally exer-
cised. If schools had been established upon
the plan we have mentioned, there would
not now be as many unbalanced minds.

- God prepared for Adam and Eve & beau-
tiful garden. He provided for them every-
thing their wants required. He planted
for them trees of every variety bearing
fruit. With a |jberal hand he surrounded
them with his bounties—the trees for use-
fulness and beauty, and the lovely flowers,
which sprung up spontaneously, and flour-
ished in rich profusion around them, were to
know nothing of decay. Adam and Eve
were rich indeed.  They possessed Eden.
Adam was lord in his beautiful domain.
Nore can question the fact that Adam was
rich. But God knew that Adam could not
be happy unless he had employment. There-
fore he gave him something to do. He was
to dress the garden. _

Men and women of this degenerate age, if
they have a large amount of earthly treas-
ure, whioh, in comparison with that para-
dise of beauty and wealth given the lordly
Adam, is very ihsignificant, feel themselves
above labor, and educate their children that
labor is degrading. Such rich parents, by
precept and example, instruct their children
that money makes the gentleman and the



38

lady. But our idea of the gentleman and
the lady is measured by the intellect and
moral worth. God estimates not by dress.
The inspired apostle’s exhortation is, “Whose
adorning, let it not be that outward adorn-
ing of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of
gold, or of putting on of apparel; but let
it be the hidden man of the heart, in that
which is not corruptible, even the ornament
of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the
sight of God of great price.”” The meek and
quiet spirit is exalted above worldly honor
or riches. The Lord illustrates how he es-
- timates the worldly wealthy, who lift up
their souls unto vanity, because of their
earthly possessions, by the rich man who
tore down his barns and built greater, that
‘he might have wherewith to bestow his
goods. Forgetful of God, he acknowledged
not from whence came all his possessions.
No grateful thanks ascended to his gra-
cious Benefactor. He congratulated him-
self, ¢ Soul, thou hast much goods laid up
for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink,
and be merry.” The Master, who had in-
trusted to him earthly riches with, which to
bless his fellow-men and glorify his Maker,
was justly angry at his ingratitude, and
said, ¢ Thou fool, this night thy soul shall
be required of thee; then whose shall these
things be,"which thou hast provided? So
is he that layeth up treasure for himself,
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and is not rich toward God.” Here we -
have an illustration of how the infinite God
estimates man. An extensive fortune, or
any degrea of wealth, will not secure the
favor of God. All these bounties and bless-
ings come from him, to prove, test, and de-
velop, the character of man.

Men may have boundless wealth, yet if
they are not rich toward God, if they have
no interest to secure to themselves the heav-
enly treasure, and divine wisdom, they are
accounted fools by their Creator, and we
leave them just where God leaves them.
Labor is a blessing. It is impossible for
us to.enjoy health without labor. All the
faculties should be called into usein order
to be properly developed, and that men and
women may have well-balanced minds. If
the young had been given a thorough edu-
cation in the different branches of labor,
and had been taught labor as well as the
sciences, their education would have been
of greater advantage to them.

The constant strain upon the brain,
while the muscles are inactive, enfeebles
the nerves, and students have an almost un-
controllable desire for change and exciting
amusements.  After the confinement to
study several hours each day, they are,
when released, nearly wild. Many have
never been controlled at home. They have
been left to follow inclination, and the re-
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straint of the hours of study is, they think,
a severe tax upen them; and not having
anything to do after study hours, Satan
suggests sport and mischief for change.
Their influence over other students is de-
moralizing. Those students who have had
the benefits of religious teaching at home,
and who are ignorant of the vices of soci-
ety, frequently become the best acquainted
with those whose minds have been cast in
an inferior meld, and whose advantages
for mental eultare and religious training
have been very limited. And they are in
danger, by mingling in the society of this
class, and in breathing an atmosphere that
is not elevating, but tending to lower and
degrade the morals, of sinking to the same
low level as their companions. It is the
delight of a large class of students, in their
unemployed hours, to have a scrape. And
very many of the young who left their
homes innocent and pure, by associations at
school, become corrupted.

I have been led to inquire, Must all that
is valaable in our youth be sacrificed in or-
der that they may obtain an education at
the schools? If there had been agricult-
ural and manufacturing establishments in
eonneetion with our schools, and competent
teachers had been employed to educate the
youth in the different branches of study
and labor, devoting a portien of each day
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to mental improvement, and a portion of

the day to physical labor, there would now.

be a more elevated class of youth to come
upon the stage of action, to have influence
in molding society. The youth who would
graduate at such institutions would many
of them come forth with stability of char-
acter. They would have perseverance, for-
titnde, and eourage to surmount obstacles,
and principles that they would not be
.swerved by wrong influence, however popu-
- lar. There should have been experienced
teachers to give lessons to young ladies in
the cooking department. Young girls
should have been instructed to manufacture
wearing apparel, to cut, make, and mend
garments, and thus become educated for
the practical duties of life. 7
For young men there should be establish-
ments where they could learn different
trades, which would bring into exercise
their muscles as well as their mental pow-
ers. If the youth can have but a one-sided
education, which is of the greatest conse-
quence ? the study of the sciences, with all
the disadvantages to health and life ? or the
knowledge of labor for practical life? We
unhesitatingly say, The latter. If ore must
be neglected, let it be the study of books.
There are very many girls who have
married and have families who have but
little practical knowledge of the duties de-

’
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volving upon a wife and mother. They
cannot cook, but they can read, and play
upon an instrument of music. They cannot
make good bread, which is very essential to
the health of the family. They cannot cut
and make garments, for they did not learn
how to do these things. They did not con-
sider these things essential, and they are in
their married life dependent, as their own
little children, upon some one to do these
things for them. It is this inexcusable ig-
norance in regard to the most needful du-
ties of life which makes very many unhappy
families.

The impression that work is degrading to
fashionable life has laid thousands in the
grave who might have lived. Those who
perform only manual labor frequently work
to excess, without giving themselves periods
of rest, while the intellectual class overwork
the brain and suffer for want of the health-
ful vigor physical labor gives. If the in-
tellectual would share the burden of the la-
boring class to a degree, that the muscles
might be strengthened, the laboring class
might do less, and devote a portion of their
time to mental and moral culture. Those
of sedentary and literary habits should ex-
ercise the physical, even if they -have no
need to labor so far as means is concerned.
Health should be sufficient inducement to
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lead them out to unite physical labor with
their mental.

Intellectual, physical, and moral culture
should be combined in order to have well-
developed and well-balanced men and
women. Some are qualified to exercise
greater intellectual strength than others,
while others are inclined to love and enjoy

“physical labor. Both of these should seek
to improve where they are deficient, that
they may present to God their entire being,
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
him, which is their reasonable service. The
habits and customs of fashionable society
should not gauge their course of action.
The inspired apostle adds,  And be ye not
conformed to this world; but be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and accept-
able, and perfect will of God.

Thinking men’s minds labor too hard.
They frequently use their mental powers
prodigally, while- there is another class
whose highest aim in life is physical labor.
The latter class do not exercise the mind.
Their muscles are exercised, while their
brain is robbed of intellectual strength,
as the thinking brain workers, who neglect
exercising the muscles, and rob their bodies
of strength and vigor. Those who are con-
tent to devote their lives to physical labor,
and leave others to do the thinking for them,



44

while they simply carry out what -other
brains have planned, will have strength of
muscle, but feeble intellect. Their influ-
ence for good is small in comparison to what
it might be if they would use their brains
as well as their muscles. This class fall
more readily if attacked with disease, be-
cause the system is net vitalized by the
eleetrical foree of the brain to resist dis-
ease.

Men who have good physical powers
should educate themselves to think as well
as to act, and not depend upon others to be
brains for them. Itis a popular error with
a large class to regard work as degrading.
Therefore young men are very anxious to
educate themselves to become teachers,
clerks, merchants, lawyers, and to oceupy
almost any position that does not require
physical labor. Young women regard
housework as demeaning. And although
the physical exercise required to perform
household labor, if net too severe, is ealca-
lated to promote health, yet they will seek
for education that will fit them to become
teachers, clerks, or learn some trade which
confines them in-doers to sedentary employ-
ment. The bloom of health fades from
their cheeks, and disease fastens upon them,
because they are robbed of physical exer-
cise, and their habits are perverted gener-
ally, beeause it is fashionable. They enjoy
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delicate life, which is feebleness and decay.

True, there is some excuse for young
women not choosing housework for em-
ployment, because those who hire their
kitchen girls generally treat them as serv-
ants. Frequently their employers do not
respect them, and treat them as though they
were unworthy to be members of their fam-
ilies. They do not give them privileges as
they do the seamstress, the copyist, and the
teacher of music. But there can be no
employment more important than that of
housework. To cook well, and present
healthful food upon the table in an inviting
manner, requires intelligence and experi-
ence. The one who prepares food that is
to be placed in our stomachs, to be con-
verted mto blood to nourish the system, oc-
cupies a most important and elevated posi-
tion. The position of copyist, dress-maker,
or music teacher, cannot equal in importance
that of the cook.

The foregoing is a statement of what
might have been done by a proper system
of education. But time is too short now to
accomplish that which might have been done
in past generations. But we can do much,
even in these last days, to correct the exist-
ing evils in.the education of youth. And
because time is short we should be in earn-
est, and work zealously to give the young
that education which is consistent with our
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faith. We are reformers. We desire that
our children should study to the best ad-
vantage. In order to do this, employment
should be given them which would call into
exercise the muscles. Daily, systematic la-
bor should constitute a part of the education
of youth even at this late period. Much
can now be gained in connecting labor with
schools. The students will realize in fol-
lowing this plan elasticity of spirit, and
vigor of thought, and can accomplish more
mental labor, in a given time, than they
could by study alone. And they can leave
their schools with their constitutions unim-
paired, with strength and courage to per-
severe in any position in which the provi-
dence of God may place them.

Because time is short, we should work
with diligence and double energy. Our
children may never enter college, but they
can obtain the education in essential
branches that they may turn to a practical
use, which will give culture to the mind,
and bring into use its powers. Very many
youth that have gone through a college
course do not obtain that true education
that they can put to practical use. They
may have the name of having a collegiate
education, but are in reality only educated
dunces. '

There are many young men whose serv-
ices God would accept if they would con-
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secrate themselves to him unreservedly. If
they would exercise the powers of their
mind in the service of God, which they use
in serving themselves, and in acquiring
property, they would make earnest, perse-
vering, successful laborers in the vineyard
of the Lord. Many of our young men
should turn their attention to the study of
the Scriptures, that God may use them in
his cause. But they do not become intelli-
gent in spiritual knowledge as in temporal
things, therefore they fail to do the work
of God which they could do with accept-
ance. There are but few to warn sinners
and win souls to Christ when there should
be many. Our young men generally are
wise in worldly matters, but not intelligent
in regard to the things of the kingdom of
God. They might turn their minds in the
heavenly and divine channel, walking in the
light, and going on from one degree of light
and strength to another, until they could
turn sinners to Christ, and point the unbe-
lieving and desponding to a bright track
heavenward. And when the warfare is
ended, they might be welcomed to the joy
of the Lord.

Young men should not enter upon the
work of explaining the Scriptures, and lec-
turing upon the prophecies, when they do
not have a knowledge of the important Bi-
ble truths they try to explain to others.



48

They may be deficient in the common
branches of education, and fail to do the
amount of good they otherwise could do, if
they bad the advantages of a good school.
Ignorance will not increase the humility or
gpirituality of any professed follower of
Christ. The truths of the divine word
can be best appreciated by an intellectual
Christian. Christ can be better glorified
by those who serve him intelligently. The
great object of education is to enable us to
bring into use the powers which God has
given us in such a manner as will best rep-
resent the religion of the Bible and promote
the glory of God. For all the talents
which God has intrusted to us, we are in-
debted to him who gave us existence.

It is a duty we owe to our Creator to
cultivate and improve upon the talents he
has committed to our trust. KEducation will
discipline the mind and develop its powers,
and understandingly direct them, that we
may be useful in advancing the glory of
God. We need a school where those who
are just entering the ministry may be taught
at least the ecommon branches of education,
and where they may also learn the truthse
of God’s word for this time more perfeetly.
There should be cornnected with these schools
lectures given upon prophecies. Those who
really have good abilities such as God
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would accept to labor in his vineyard,
. would be very much benefited by only a
few months’ instruction at such a school.

—

The Health Reform.

DEecemBER 10,1871, I wasagain shown that
the health reform is one branch of the great
work to fit a people for the coming of the
Lord. And it is as closely connected with
the third angel’s message as the hand is
united to the body. The law of ten com-
mandments has been lightly regarded by
man. The Lord would not come to punish
the transgressors of his law without first
sending them a message of warning. The
third angel proclaims the warning message.
Had men ever been obedient to the law of
ten commandments, carrying out in their
lives the principles of these ten precepts,
the curse of disease now flooding the world
would not be. T

Men and women cannot violate natural law
in the indulgence of depraved appetite, and
lustful passions, and not violate the law of
God. Therefore God has permitted the
light of health reform to shine upon us, that
We may gsee our sin in violating the laws
God has established in our being. All our
enjoyments or sufferings may be traced to
obedience or transgression of natural law.

Number 22, 4
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Our gracious Heavenly Father sees the de-
plorable condition of men while living in vi-
olation of the laws he has established.
Many are doing this ignorantly, some know-
ingly. The Lord, in love and pity to the
race, causes the light to shine itpon health
reform. He publishes his law, and the pen-
alty that will follow the transgression of it,
that all may learn, and be careful to live in
harmony with natural law. He proclaims
his law so distinct, and makes it so promi-
nent, that it is like a city set on a hill. All
accountable beings can understand his law
if they will. Idiots will not be responsible.

To make plain natural law, and urge the
obedience of it, is the work that accompa-
nies the third angel’s message, to prepare a
people for the coming of the Lord.

Adam and Eve fell, through intemperate
appetite. Christ came and withstood the
fiercest temptation of Satan, and, in behalf
of the race, he overcame appetite, showing
that man may overcome. As Adam fell,
through appetite, and lost blissful Eden, the
children of Adam may, through Christ,
overcome appetite, and through temperance
in all things regain Eden.

Ignorance now is no excuse for the trans-
gression of law. The light shineth clearly,
and none need to be ignorant, for the great
God himseif is man’s instructor. All are
bound by the most sacred obligations-to God
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to heed sound philosophy and genuine ex-
perience in reference to health reform which
he is now giving them.

God designs the great subject of health
reform shall be agitated, and the public
mind deeply stirred to investigate, for it is
impossible for men and women, with all their
sinful, health-destroying, brain-enervating
habits, to discern sacred truth, through
which they are to be sanctified, refined, ele-
vated, and made fit for the society of heav-
-enly angels in the kingdom of glory.

The inhabitants of the Noachian world
were destroyed, because they were corrupted
through the indulgence of perverted appe-
tite. Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed
through the gratification of unnatural appe-
tite, which benumbed the intellect, and they
could not discern the difference between the
sacred claims of God and the clamor of ap-
petite. The latter enslaved them, and they
became so ferocious and bold in their detest-
able abominations, God would not tolerate
them upon the earth. God ascribes the
wickedness of Babylon to her gluttony and
drunkenness.

The apostle exhorts the church, ‘I be-
seech you therefore, brethren, by the mer-
cies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reascnable service.” Man,
then, can make the body unholy by sinful
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indulgences. If unholy, they are unfitted
to be spiritual worshipers, and are not wor-
thy of Heaven. If man will cherish the
light God in mercy gives him upon health
reform, he may be sanctified through the
truth, and fitted for immortality. If he
disregards light, and lives in violation of
natural law, he must pay the penalty.

God created man perfect and holy. Man
fell from his holy estate, because he trans-
gressed God’slaw. Since the fall, there has
been a rapid increase of disease, suﬁ’ermg,
and death. Notwithstanding man has in-
sulted his Creator, yet God’s love is still
extended to the race. And he permits
light to shine, that man may see that, in
order to live a perfect life, he must live in
harmony with those natural laws which gov-
ern hisbeing. Therefore, itis of the great-
est importance that he have a knowledge of
how to live, that his powers of body and
mind may be exercised to the glory of God.

It is impossible for man to present his body
a livingsacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
while he is indulging in habits that are less-
ening physical, mental, and moral vigor, be-
cause it i8 customary for the world to do thus.
The apostle adds, “ And be not conformed
to this world; but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect will of God.”” Jesus, seated upon
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the Mount of Olives, gave instruction to
his disciples, of the signs which should pre-
cede his coming. He says, “But as the
days of Noe were, so shall also the coming
of the Son of man be. For as in the days
that were before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in mar-
riage, until the day that Noe entered into
the ark, and knew not until the flood came,
and took them all away; so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be.”

The same sins exist in our day of carry-
ing their eating and drinking to gluttony
and drunkenness. The same sins exist in
our day which brought the wrath of God
upon the world in the days of Noah. Men
and women now carry their eating and
drinking to gluttony and drunkenness. This
prevailing sin, of indulgence of perverted
appetite, inflamed the passions of men in
the days of Noah, and led to general cor-
ruption, until their violence and crimes
reached to Heaven. And God washed the
earth of its moral pollution by a flood.

The same sins of gluttony and drunken-
ness benumbed the moral sensibilities of the
inhabitants of Sodom, so that crimes seemed
to men and women of that wickéd city to
be their delight. Christ warns the world.
He says, ¢ Likewise, also, as it was in the
days of Lot, they did eat, they drank, the
bought, they sold, they planted, they buildedy.
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But the same day that Lot went out of
Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from
heaven and destroyed them all. Even thus
ghall it be in the day when the Son of man
is revealed.”

Christ has left us here a most important
lesson. He does not in his teaching en-
courage indolence. His example was the
opposite of this. Christ was an earnest
worker. His life was one of self-denial,
diligence, perseverance, industry, and econ-
omy. He would lay before us the danger
of making eating and drinking paramount.
He reveals the result of giving up to indul-
gence of appetite. The moral powers are
enfeebled, so that sin does not appear sin-
ful. Crimes are winked at, and base pas-
gions control the minds, until general cor-
ruption roots out good principles and im-
pulses, and God is blasphemed. All this is
the result of eating and drinking to excess.
This is the very condition of things he de-
clares will exist at his second coming.

Will men and women be warned? Will
they cherish the light ? or will they become
slaves to appetite and base passions ? Christ
presents to us something higher to toil for
than merely what we shall eat, and what we
shall drink, and wherewithal we shall be
clothed. Eating and drinking and dress-
ing are carried to such excess that they be-
come crimes, and are one of the marked
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gins of the last days, and constitute a sign
of Christ’s soon coming. Time, money,
and strength, which are the Lord’s, that he
has intrusted to us, are wasted in needless
superfluities of dress, and luxuries for the
perverted appetite, which lessen vitality,
and bring suffering and decay. It is im-
possible to present to God our bodies a liv-
ing sacrifice, when they are full of corrup-
tion and disease by our own sinful indul-
gence.

Knowledge in regard to how we shall eat,
and drink, and dress, in reference to health,
must be gained. Sickness is caused by vi-
olating the laws of health. Therefore,
gickness is the result of nature’s violated
law. Oar first duty we owe to God, to our-
selves, and our fellow-men, is to obey the
laws of God, which include the laws of
health. If we are sick, we impose a weary
tax upon our friends, and unfit ourselves
for discharging our duties to our families
and to our neighbors. And when prema-
ture death is the result of our violation of
nature’s law, we bring sorrow and suffering
to others. We deprive our neighbors of
the help we ought to render them in living.
Our families are robbed of the comfort and
help we might render them, and God is
robbed of the service he claims of us to ad-
vance his glory. Then, are we not trans-
gressors of God’s law in the worst sense ?
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God, all pitiful, gracious, and ten-
der, accepts the poor offering rendered to
him from those who have injured their
health by sinful indulgences, and when light
has come, and convinced them of sin, and
they have repented and sought pardon,
God receives them. Oh! what tender mer-
cy that he does not refuse the remnant of
the abused life of the suffering, repenting
sinner. In hig gracious mercy, he saves
these souls as by fire. But what an infe-
rior, pitiful sacrifice at best, to offer to a
pure and holy God. Noble faculties have
been paralyzed by wrong habits of sinful
indulgence. The aspirations are perverted,
and the soul and body defaced.

——Or—————

The Health Institute.

THE great work of reform must go for-
ward. The Health Institute has been es-
tablished at Battle Creek to relieve the af-
flicted, to disseminate light, to awaken the
spirit of inquiry, and to advance reform.
This institution is conducted upon different
principles than any other hygienic institu-
tion in the land. Money is not the great
object with its friends and conductors.
This institution is conducted from a con-
scientious, religious standpoint, aiming to
carry out the principles of Bible hygiene.



o7

Most institutions of the kind are established
~upon different principles, and are conserva-
tive, with the object to meet the popular
class half way, and shape their course in
that manner that they will receive the great-
est patronage, and the most money.

The Health Institute at Battle Creek
is established upon firm religious principles.
Its conductors acknowledge God as the real
proprietor. Physicians and helpers look to
God for guidance, and aim to move .con-
scientiously in his fear. For this reason,
it stands upon a sure basis. When feeble,
suffering invalids learn in regard to the
principles of directors, superintendent, phy-
sicians, and helpers, at our Institute, that
they have the fear of God before them, they
will feel safer there than at the popular in-
stitutions.

If those connected with the Health In-
stitute at Battle Creek should descend from
the pure, exalted principles of Bible truth,
to imitate the theories and practices of those
at the head of other institutions, where only
the diseases of invalids are treated, and
that merely for money, the conductors not
working from a high, religious standpoint,
God’s special blessing would not rest upon
our Institute. This Institution is designed
of God to be one of the greatest aids in
preparing a people to be perfect before
God. In order to attain to this perfection,
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men and women must have physical and
mental ‘strength to appreciate the elevated
truths of God’s word, and be brought into
a position where they will discern the im-
perfections in their moral characters. They
should be in earnest to reform, that they
may have friendship with God. The relig-
ion of Christ is not to be placed in the
background, and its holy principles lain
down to meet the approval of any class,
however popular. If the standard of truth
and holiness is lowered, then is the design
of God not carried out in our Institution.

But our peculiar faith should not be dis-
cussed with patients. Their minds should
not be unnecessarily excited upon subjects
wherein we differ, unless they themselves
desire it, and then great caution should be
observed, not to agitate the mind by urging
upon them our peculiar faith. The Health
Institute is not the place to be forward to
enter into discussion upon points of our
faith wherein we differ with the religious
world generally. They have prayer-meet-
ings at the Institute, where all may take
part if they choose, and there is an abun-
dance to dwell upon in regard to Bible relig-
ion, without objectionable points of differ-
ence. The silent influence will do more
than open controversy. In exhortation in
the prayer-meetings, some Sabbath-keepers
have felt they must bring in the Sabbath,
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and the third angel’s message, or they could
not have freedom. This is characteristic of
narrow minds. Patients not acquainted
with our faith know not what is meant by
third angel’s message. The introduction of
these terms without a clear explanation of
them only does harm. We must meet the
people where they are, and yet we need not
gacrifice one principle of the truth. The
prayer-meeting will prove a blessing to pa-
tients, helpers, and physicians. DBrief-and
interesting seasons of prayer and social
worship will increase the confidence of pa-
tients 1n their physicians and helpers. The
helpers should not be deprived of these
meetings by work, unless positively neces-
sary. They need them, and should enjoy
them. By thus establishing regular meet-
ings, the patients gain confidence in the
Institute, and feel more at home. And thus
the way is prepared for the seed of truth
to take root in some hearts. These meet-
ings especially interest some who profess to
be Christians, and make a favorable im-
pression upon those who do not. Mutual
confidence 18 increased for one another, and
prejudice is weakened, and in many cases
entirely removed. Then there is an anx-
iety to attend the Sabbath meeting. There,
in the house of God, is the place to speak
our denominational sentiments, dwelling
with clearness upon essential points of pres-
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ent truth, and with the spirit of Christ, in
love and tenderness, urge home upon all
hearts the necessity of obedience to all the
requirements of God, and let the truth con-
vict hearts.

I was shown that a larger work could be
accomplished if there were gentlemen phy-
sicians of the right stamp of mind, with
proper culture, and thorough understand-
ing of every part of the work devolving on
a physician. The physicians should have
a large stock of patience, forbearance,
kindliness, and pity; for they need these
qualifications in dealing with suffering in-
valids, diseased in body, and many dis-
eased both in body and mind. It is not
an easy matter to obtain the right class of
men and women fitted for the place, who
will work harmoniously, zealously, and un-
selfishly, for the benefit of suffering inva-
lids. Men are wanted at our Institute who
will have the fear of God before them,
and who can administer to a sick mind, and
keep prominent the health reform from a
religious standpoint.

Those who engage in this work should be
consecrated to God, and not only have the
object before them to treat the body merely
to cure disease, thus working from the pop-
ular physician’s standpoint, but be spirit-
ual fathers, to administer to minds diseased,
and point the sin-sick soul to the never-fail-
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ing remedy, the Saviour who died for them.
Those who are reduced by disease are suf-
ferers in more than one sense. They can
endure bodily pain far better than they can
bear mental suffering. Many bear a vio-
lated conscience, and can be reached only
by the principles of Bible religion.

When the poor, suffering paralytic was
brought to the Saviour, the urgency of the
cagse seemed to admit of not a moment’s de-
lay, for already dissolution was doing- its
work upon the body. Those who bore him
upon his bed, when they saw that they
could not come directly into the presence
of Christ, at once tore open the roof, and
let down the bed whereon the sick of the
palsy lay. Our Saviour saw and understood
his condition perfectly. He also knew that
this wretched man had a sickness of the
soul far more aggravating than bodily suf-
fering. He knew the greatest burden he
had borne for months was on account of
ging. The crowd of people were waiting
with almost breathless silence, to see how
Christ would treat this case, apparently so
hopeless. They were all astonished to hear
the words which fell from his lips, ¢ Son,
be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven
thee.”” These were the most precious words
that could fall upon the ear of that sick
sufferer, for the burden of sin had laid so
heavily upon him that he could not find the
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least relief. Christ lifts the burden that so
heavily oppressed him :  Be of good cheer,”
I, your Saviour, came to forgive sins. How
quickly the pallid countenance of the sufferer
changes! Hope takes the place of dark
despair, and peace and joy take the place
of distressing doubt and stolid gloom. The
mind being restored to peace and happiness,
the suffering body can now be reached.
Next comes from the divine lips, ¢ Thy sins
be forgiven thee, arise, and walk.”” Those
lifeless, bloodless arms, in the effort to obey
the will, were quickened, the healthful cur-
rent of blood flowed through the veins, the
leaden color of his flesh disappeared, and
the ruddy glow of health took its place.
The limbs, that for long years had refused
to obey the will, were now quickened to life,
.and the healed paralytic grasps his bed, and
walks through the crowd to his home, glori-
fying God.

This case is for our instruction. Physi-
cians who would be successful in the treat-
nment of disease, should know how to admin-
ister to a mind diseased. They can have a
powerful influence for good, if they make
God their trust. Some invalids need first
to be relieved of pain before the mind can
be reached. After this relief to the body
has come, the physician can frequently the
more successfully appeal to the conscience,
and their hearts will be more susceptible to
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the influences of the truth. There is dan-
ger of those connected with the Health In-
stitute losing sight of the object of such an
institution established by Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, and they, working from the world-
ling’s standpoint, patterning after other
institutions.

- The object of the Health Institute among
us is not for the purpose of obtaining money;
although money is very necessary to carry
forward this Institution successfully. Econ-
omy should be exercised by all in the ex-
penditure of means, that money be not used
needlessly. But there should be sufficient
means to invest in all necessary conven-
iences which will make the work of helpers,
and especially physicians, as easy as possi-
ble. And the directors of the Health In-
stitute should avail themselves of every
facility which will aid in the successful
treatment of patients.

Patients should be treated with the great-
est sympathy and tenderness. And yet the
physicians should be firm, and not allow
themselves, in their treatment of the sick,
to be dictated by patients. Firmness, on
the part of the physicians, is necessary for
the good of the patients. But firmness
should be mingled with respectful courtesy.
No physician or helper should contend with
a patient, or use harsh, irritating words, or
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even words not the most kindly, however
provoking the patient may be.

One of the great objects of our Health
Institute is to direct the sin-sick soul to the
great Physician, the true healing fountain,
and arouse their attention to the necessity
of reform from a religious standpoint, that
they no longer violate the law of God by
sinful indulgences.

If the moral sensibilities of invalids can
be aroused, and they see that they are sin-
ning against their Creator by bringing sick-
ness upon themselves, by the indulgence of
appetite, and debasing passions, when they
leave the Health Institute, they will not
leave their principles behind, but take them
with them, and be genuine health reformers
at home. If the moral sensibilities are
aroused, patients will have a determination
to carry out their convictions of conscience.
And if they see the truth, they will obey it.
They will have true, noble independence to
practice the truths to which they assent.
If the mind is at peace with God, the bod-
ily conditions will be more favorable.

The greatest responsibility rests upon
the church at Battle Creek to live and walk
in the light, and preserve their simplicity
and separation from the world, that their
influence may tell with convincing power
upon those who are strangers to the truth
who attend our meetings. If the church at
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Battle Creek are a lifeless body, filled with
pride, and are exalted above the simplicity
of true godliness, leaning to the world, their
influence will be to scatter from Christ, and
make the most solemn and essential truths
of the Bible of no force. This church have
opportunities to be benefited with lectures
from the physicians of the Health Institute.
They can obtain information upon the great
subject of health reform if they desireit. But
the church at Battle Creek, who make great
profession of the truth, are far behind
other churches who have not been blessed
with the advantages they have had. The
neglect of the church to live up to the light
which they have had upon health reform is
a discouragement to the physicians, and to
the friends of the Health Institute. If the
church would manifest a greater interest in
the reforms, which God himself has brought
to them, to fit them for his coming, their
influence would be tenfold what it now is.

Many who profess to believe the testimo-
nies live in neglect of the light given. The
dress reform is treated by some with great
indifference, and by others with contempt,
because there is a cross attached toit, For
this cross I thank God. It is just what we
need to distinguish and separate God’s
eommandment - keeping people from the
world. The dress reform answers to us as
did the ribbon of blue to ancient Israel.

Number 22. 5
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The proud, and those who have no love for
sacred truth, which will separate them from
the world, will show it by their works.
God has in his providence given us the
light upon health reform, that we should
understand it in all its bearings, follow the
light it brings, and by relating ourselves
rightly to life, have health, that we may
glorify God and be a blessing to others.
The church generally at Battle Creek
have not sustained the Institute by their
example. They have not honored the light
of health reform by:carrying it outin their
families. The sickness that has attended
many families in Battle Creek need not
have been, if they had followed the light
God has given them. Like ancient Israel,
they have disregarded the light, and could
see no more necessity of restricting their
appetite than did ancient Israel. The chil-
dren of Israel would have flesh-meats, and
said as many now say, We should die with-
out meat. God gave rebellious Israel flesh,
and his curse with it. Thousands of them
died while the meat they desired was be-
tween their teeth. We have the example
of ancient Israel, and the warning for us
not to do as they did. Their history of un-
belief and rebellion is left on record as a
special warning that we should not follow
their example of murmuring at God’s re-
quirements. How can we pass on so indif-
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ferently, choosing our own course, follow-
ing the sight of our own eyes, and depart-
ing farther and farther from God as did
the Hebrews ? God cannot do great things
for his people because of their hardness of
heart and sinful unbelief.

God is no respecter of persons, but in ev-
ery generation they that fear the Lord and
work righteousness are accepted of him,
and they that are murmuring, unbelieving,
and rebellious, will not have his favor and
the blessings promised to those who love
the truth and walk in it. Those who have
the light and do not follow it, but disregard
the requirements of God, will find that their
blessings will be changed into a curse, and
their mercies into judgments. God would

- have us learn humility and obedience as we

read the history of ancient Israel, who were
his chosen and peculiar people, but who
brought their own destruction by following
their own ways.

The religion of the Bible is not detriment-
al to the health of the body or of the mind.
The influence of the Spirit of God is the
very best medicine that can be received by
a sick man or woman. Heaven is all health,
and the more deeply the heavenly influen-
ces are realized, the more sure will be the
recovery of the believing invalid. At some
other Health Institutes they encourage
amusements, plays, and dancing, to get up
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excitement, but are fearful as to the result
of religious interest. Dr. Jackson’s theory
in this respect is not only erroneous, but
dangerous. Yet he has talked this in such
a manner that patients would be led, if his
instructions were heeded, to think that their
recovery depended upon their having as few
thoughts of God and Heaven as possible.
It is true that there are persons with ill-
balanced minds, who imagine themselves to
be very religious, who impose upon them-
selves fasting and prayer, to the injury of
their health. These souls suffer themselves
to be deceived. God has not required this
of them. They have a pharisaical righteous-
ness, which springs not from Christ, but
from themselves. They trust to their own
good works for salvation, and are seeking to
buy Heaven by meritorious works of their
own, instead of relying, as every sinner
should, alone upon the merits of a crucified
and risen Saviour. Christ and true godli-
ness, to-day and forever, will be health to
the body and strength to the soul.

The cloud which has rested upon our
Health Institute is lifting, and the blessing
of God has attended the efforts to place it
upon a right basis and correct the errors of
those who through unfaithfulness brought
great embarrassment upon it, and discour-
agement upon its friends everywhere.

Those who have assigned to the charita-
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ble uses of the Institute the interest, or
dividend, of their stock, have done a noble
thing, which will meet its reward. All
those who have not made an assignment,
who are able to do so, should, at their first
opportunity, assign all, or a part, as most
of the stockholders have done. And as the
growing interest and usefulness of this in-
stitution demands it, all, especially those
~who have not, should continue to take stock
in it.

I saw that there was, among our people,
a large amount of surplus means, a portion
of which should be put into our Health In-
stitute. I also saw that there are many,
among our people, of the sick and suffering
worthy poor, who have been looking toward
our Institute for help, and who are not able
to pay the regular prices of board, treat-
ment, &c. The Institute has struggled
hard with debts the last three years, and
could not treat patients, to any considerable
extent, without full pay. It would please
God for all our people, who are able so to
do, to take stock liberally in our Institute,
to place it in condition to help God’s hum-
ble, worthy poor. In connection with this,
I saw that Christ identified himself with
suffering humanity, and what we have the
privilege to do, for even the least of his
children, whom he calls his brethren, we
do to the Son of God. -
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“Then shall the King say unto them on
his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Fa-
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world. For I
was an hungered, and ye gave me meat; I
was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was
a stranger, and ye took me in; naked, and
ye clothed me; I was sick, and ye visited
me; Iwas in prison, and ye came unto me.
Then shall the righteous answer him, saying,
Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and
fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink ?
When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee
in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when
saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came
unto thee? And the King shall answer
and gay unto them, Verily I say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of
the least of these my brethren, ye have
done it unto me. Then shall he say also
unto them on the left hand, Depart from
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels; for I was an
hungered, and ‘ye gave me no meat; I
was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink; I
was a stranger, and ye took me not in; na-
ked, and ye clothed me not; sick, and in
prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall
they also answer him, saying, Lord, when
saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or a
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison,
and did not minister unto thee? Then



71

ghall he answer them, saying, Verily I say
unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to ore
of the least of these, ye did it not to me.
And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment ; but the righteous into life
eternal.”

But to raise the Health Institute from
its low state in the autumn of 1869, to its
present prosperous and hopeful condition, has
demanded sacrifices and exertions of which
its friends abroad knew but little. Then
it had a debt upon it of $13,000, and there
were but eight paying patients at the Insti-
tute. And what was worse still, the course
of former managers had been such as to so
far discourage its friends that they had no
heart to furnish means to lift the debt, or
to recommend the sick to patronize the In-
stitute. It was at this discouraging point
that my husband decided in his mind that
the Institute property must be sold to pay
the debts, and the balance, after the pay-
ment of debts, be refunded to stockholders
in proportion to the amount of stock each
held. But one morning, in prayer at the
family altar, the Spirit of God came upon
him as he was praying for divine guidance
in matters pertaining to the Institute, and
he exclaimed, while bowed upon his knees,
¢« The Lord will vindicate every word he has
spoker through vision relative to the Health
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Institute, and it will be raised from its low
estate, and prosper gloriously.”

From that point of time, we took hold of
the work in earnest, and have labored side
by side for the Institute, to counteract the
influence of selfish men who had brought
embarrassment upon it. We have given of
our means, setting an example to others.
And we have encouraged economy and in-
dustry on the partof all connected with the
Institute, and that physicians and helpers
must work hard, for small pay, until the
Institute should again be fully established
in the confidence of our people. We have
borne a plain testimony against the mani-
festation of selfishness in any one connected
with the Institute, and have counseled and
reproved wrongs. Weknew that the Health
Institute would not succeed unless the bless-

ing of the Lord rested upon it. If his

blessing attended it, the friends of the cause
would have confidence that it was the work
of God, and would feel safe to donate means
to make it a living enterprise, that it might
be able to accomplish the design of God.

The physicians and some of the helpers
went to work earnestly. Theyworked hard,
under great discouragements. Doctors
Gicley, Chamberlain, and Lamson, worked
with earnestness and energy for small pay,
to build up this sinking Institution. And,
thank God, the original debt is removed,
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large additions have been made to accom-
modate patients, which have been paid for.
The circulation of the Health Eeformer,
which lies at the very foundation of the
success of the Institute, has been doubled,
and it has become a live journal. Confi-
dence is fully restored in the minds of most
of our people in the Institute, and there
have been as many patients at the Institute,
nearly the year round, as could well be ac-
commodated, and properly treated by our
physicians.

It is a matter of deep regret that the first
managers of our Institute should take a
course to nearly overwhelm it in debt and
discouragement. But the financial losses
which stockholders have felt, and have re-
gretted, have been small in comparison to
the labor, perplexity, and care, which myself
and husband have borne without pay, and
which physicians and helpers have borne for
small wages. We have taken stock in the
Institute to the amount of $1500, which
is “ assigned,” which is a small considera-
tion compared with the wear we have suf-
fered in consequence of former reckless
managers. DBut as the Institute now stands
higher in reputation and patronage tkan
ever before, and as the property is worth
more than all the money that has been in-
vested, and as former errors have been cor-
rected, those who have lost their confidence
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have no excuse for cherishing feelings of
prejudice. Andif they still manifest a lack
of interest it will be because they choose to
cherish prejudice rather than to be led by
reason.

In the providence of God, Bro. Abbey
has given his interest and energies to the
Health Institute. Bro. Abbey has had an
unselfish interest, and has not spared or
favored himself, to advance the interests of
the Institute. If Bro. Abbey depends on
God, and makes him his strength and coun-
selor, he can be a blessing to physicians,
helpers, and patients. He has linked his
interest to everything connected with the
Institute. Bro. Abbey has been a blessing
to others, in cheerfully bearing the burdens
whigh were not few nor light. He has
blessed others, and these blessings will re-
flect back upon bim again.

But Bro. Abbey is in danger of taking
upon himself burdens which others can and
should bear. He should not wear himself
out in doing those things which others,
whose time is less valuable, can do. He
should act as a director and superintendent.
He should preserve his strength, that with
his experienced judgment he can direot
others what to do. This is necessary in
order for him to maintain a position of in-
fluence in the Institute. His experience
in managing with wisdom and economy is
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valuable. He is in danger of eeparating
his interest too much from bis family, and
becoming too much absorbed in the Health
Institute, and of taking too many burdens
upon him, as my husband has done. My
husband’s interest for the Health Institute,
Publishing Association, and the cause gen-
erally, was so great that he broke down,
and has been compelled to retire from the
work for a time, when, had he done less for
~ these institutions, and divided his interest
with his family, he would not have had a
constant strain in one direction, and would
" have preserved his strength to continue his
labors uninterrupted. Bro. Abbey is the
man for the place. But he should not do
as my husband has done, even if matters
are not in as prosperous condition as if he
devoted his entire energies to them. God
does not require my husband, or Bro. Abbey,
to deprive themselves of social family en-
joyment, and divorce themselves from home
and families, for the interest even of these
important Institutions.

During the past three cr four years,
several have had an interest for the Health
Institute, and made efforts to place it in a bet-
ter condition. But some have lacked dis-
cernment and practical experience. Aslong
as Bro. Abbey acts an unselfish part, and
clings to God, he will be his helper, and his
counselor. The physicians of the Heaith
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Institute should not feel compelled to do
work that helpers can do. They should
not serve in the bath room and movement
room, expending their vitality in doing
what others might do. There should be no
lack of helpers to nurse the sick, and to
watch with the feeble ones who need watch-
ers. The physicians should reserve their
strength for the successful performance of-
their professional duties. They should tell
others what to do. If there is a want of
those whom they can trust to do these things,
suitable persons should be employed, and
properly instructed, and suitably remuner-
ated for their services.

None should be employed as laborers only
those who will work unselfishly in the in-
terest of the Institute, and such should be
well paid for their services. There should
be sufficient force, especially during the
sickly season of summer, that none need to
overwork. The Health Institute has over-
come its embarrassments, and physicians
and helpers should not be compelled to labor
as hard, and suffer such privations, as when
it was wading so heavily in consequence of
unfaithful men, who managed it almost into
the ground.

I was shown that the physicians at our
Institute should be men andiwomen of faith
and spirituality. They should make God
their trust. There are many who come
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to the Institute who have, by their own sin-
ful indulgence, brought upon themselves
~disease of almost every type. This class
do not deserve the sympathy that they fre-
quently require. And it is painful to the
physicians to devote time and strength over
this class, who are debased physically, men-
tally, and morally. But there is a class
who have, through ignorance, lived in vio-
~lation of nature’s laws. They have worked
intemperately, and have eaten intemper-
ately, because it was the custom so to do.
Some have suffered many things, from many
physicians ; but have not been made better,
but decidedly worse. Atlength they are torn
from business, from society, and their fami-
lies, and as their last resort, come to the
Health Institute with some faint hope that
they may find relief. This class need sympa-
thy. Theyshould be treated withthe greatest
tenderness, and care should be taken to make
clear to their understanding the laws of
- their being, that they may govern them-
selves, and avoid violating them, and there-
by avoid suffering and dizease, which is the
penalty of nature’s violated law.

Dr. Ginley is not the best adapted for a
position as physician at the Institute. He
sees men and women ruined in constitution,
who are feeble in mental, and weak in moral,
power, and he- thinks it time lost to treat
such cases. This may be in many cases.
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But he should not become discouraged and
disgusted with sick and suffering patients.
He should not lose his pity, his sympathy,
and patience, and feel that his life is poorly
employed in being interested in those cases
who can never appreciate the labor they re-
ceive, and who will not use their strength,
if they regain it, to bless society, but will
pursue the same course of self-gratification,
if they regain health, that they did in losing
health. Dr. Ginley should not become
weary, or discouraged. He should remem-
ber Christ, who came in direct contact with
suffering humanity. Although, in many
cases, the afflicted brought disease upon
themselves by their sinful course in viola-
ting natural law, Jesus pitied their weakness,
and when they came to him with disease the
most loathsome he did not stand aloof for
fear of contamination ; he touched them, and
bade disease give back.

¢ And as he entered into a certain village,
there met him ten men that were lepers,
which stood afar off. And they lifted up
their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us. And when he saw them, he
said unto them, Go, show yourselves unto
the priests. And it came to pass, that as
they went, they were cleansed. And one
of them, when he saw that he was healed,
turned back, and with a loud voice glorified
God, and fell down on his face at his feet,
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giving him thanks ; and he was a Samari-
tan. And Jesus answering said, Were there
not ten cleansed ? but where are the nine?
There are not found, that returned to give
glory to God, save this stranger. And he
said unto him, Arise, and go thy way; thy
faith hath made thee whole.”” Here is a
lesson for us all. These lepers were so far
corrupted by disease that they had been re-
stricted from society lest they should con-
taminate others. Their limits had been
prescribed by the authorities. Jesus came
within their sight, and they in their great suf-
fering cry unto him who alone had power to
relieve them. Jesus bade them show them-
gselves to the priests. They had faith to
start on their way, believing in the power
of Christ to heal them. As they go on their
way, they realize that the horrible disease
has left them. But only one feels gratitude,
and his deep indebtedness to Christ for this
great work wrought for him. He returned,
praising God on the way, and in the greatest
humiliation falls at the feet of Christ, ac-
knowledging with thankfulness the work
wrought for him. And this man was a
stranger. The other nine were Jews.

For the sake of this one man, who would
make a right use of the blessing of health,
Jesus healed the whole ten. The nine
passed on without appreciating the work
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done, and rendered no grateful thanks to
Jesus for doing the work.

Thus will the physicians of the Health In-
stitute have their labor and efforts treated.
But if, in their labor to help suffering human-
ity, one out of twenty makes a right use of the
benefits received, and appreciates the efforts
in his behalf, the physicians should feel
satisfied and grateful. If one life is saved
in ten, and one soul saved in thek ingdom
of God in one hundred, all connected with
the Institute will be amply repaid for all
their efforts. All their anxiety and care
are not wholly lost. If the King of glory,
the Majesty of Heaven, worked for suffer,
ing humanity, and so few appreciated his
divine aid, the physicians and helpers at
the Institute should blush to complain if
their feeble efforts are not appreciated by
all, and seem to be thrown away on some.

I was shown that the nine who did not
return to give God glory, correctly repre-
sent some Sabbath-keepers who come as
patients to the Health Institute. They re-
ceive much attention, and should realize
the anxiety and discouragements of the
physicians, and should be the last to cause
them unnecessary care and burdens. Yet
I regret to say that, frequently, the most
difficult patients to manage at the Health
Institute are those of our faith. They are
the ones who are more free to make com-
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plaints than any other class. Worldlings,
and professed Christians of other denomin-
ations, appreciate the efforts made for their
recogery more than many Sabbath-keepers
do. ® And when they return to their homes,
they exert an influence more in favor of the
Health Institute than Sabbath-keepers. And
some of these cases who are so free to ques-
tion, and complain of the management at
the Health Institute, are those who have
been treated at reduced prices. This has
been very discouraging to physicians and
helpers, but' they should remember Christ,
their great Pattern, and should not become
weary in well doing. If one among a large
number is grateful and exerts a right influ-
ence, they should thank God and take cour-
age. That one may be a stranger, and the
inquiry may arise, Where are the nine?
Why do not all Sabbath-keepers give their
interest and support in favor of the Health
Institute? Some Sabbath-keepers, while
receiving attention at the Health InstitiTe,
for which the Institute receives no pay,
have so little interest that they will speak
disparagingly to patients of the means em-
ployed for the recovery of the sick. I wish
such to consider their course. The Lord
regards them as the nine lepers who returned
not to give God glory. Strangers do their
duty, and appreciate the efforts made for
the recovery of health; while they cast an

Number 22. G
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influence against those who have tried to
do them good.

Dr. Ginley needs to cultivate courteous-
ness and kindness, lest he shall injure the
feelings of patients unnecessarily. He is
frank and open-hearted, conscientious, sin-
cere and ardent. He has a good under-
standing of disease, but he should have a
more thorough knowledge of how to treat
the sick than he already has. With thig
knowledge he needs self-culture, refinement
of manners, and to be more select in his
words and illustrations in his parlor talks.

Dr. Ginley is highly sensitive, and nat-
urally of a quick, impulsive temper. He
moves too much upon the spur of the mo-
ment. e has made efforts to correct his
hasty spirit, and overcome his deficiencies,
but he has a still greater effort to make.
If he sees things moving wrong, he is in too
great haste to tell the ones in error what he
thinks, and he does not always use the most
appropriate words for the occasion. He
offends patients sometimes, so that they
hate him, and they leave the Institute with
hard feelings, to the detriment both to them-
selves and to the Institute. It seldom does
any good to talk in a censuring manner to
patients who are diseased in body and mind.
But few who have moved in the society of
the world, and view things from a world-
ling’s standpoint, are prepared even to have
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a statement of facts in regard to themselves
presented before them. The truth even is
not to be spoken at all times. There is a fit
time and opportunity to speak, when words
will not offend. The physicians should net
be overworked, and their nervous systems
prostrated, for this condition of body will
not be favorable to calm minds, steady
nerves, and a cheerful, happy spirit. Dr.
Ginley has been confined too steadily to the
Institute. He should have had change.
He should go out of Battle Creek occasion-
ally, and rest and visit, not always making
professional visits, but visits where he can
be free, and where his mind will not be
anxious about the sick.

This privilege of getting away from the
Health Institute should occasionally be ac-
corded to all the physicians, especially those
who take care, burdens, and responsibilities,
upon them. If there is a scarcity of help,
that this cannot be done, more help showld
be secured. It is a thing to be dreaded, to
have physicians overworked, and disquali-
fied for their profession. Its influence is
against the interests of the Health Institute.
This should be prevented if possible. The
physicians should keep well. They must
not get sick by overlabor, or by any impru-
dence on their part.

I was shown that Dr. Ginley is too easily
discouraged. There will ever be things
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arising to annoy, perplex, and try the pa-
tience of physicians and helpers. They
must be prepared for this, and not become
excited or unbalanced. They must be calm
and kind, whatever may occur. They are
exerting an influence which will be reflected
by the patients in other States, and which
will be reflected back again upon the Health
Institute for good or for evil. They should
ever consider that they are dealing with
men and women of diseased minds, who
frequently view things in a perverted light,
and yet are confident that they understand
matters perfectly. Physicians should un-
derstand that a soft answer turneth away
wrath. Policy must be used in an institu-
tion where the sick are treated, in order to
successfully control diseased minds, and ben-
efit the sick. If physicians can remain
calm amid a tempest of inconsiderate, pas-
sionate words; if they can rule their own
spirits when provoked and abused; they
are indeed conquerors. < He that ruleth
his own spirit, is greater than he that taketh
a city.” To subdue self, and bring the
passions under the control of the will, is the
greatest conquest men and women can gain.

Dr. Ginley is not blind to his peculiar
temperament. He sees his failings, and
when he feels the pressure upon him, he is
disposed to beat a retreat, and turn his
back upon the battle-field. But he will gain
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nothing by pursuing this course. He is
situated where his surroundings and the
pressure of circumstances are developing the
strong points in his character, which need
the rough edges removed, and he to be re-
fined and elevated. For him to flee from
the contest, will not remove the defects in
his character. If Dr. Ginley should run
away from the Health Institute, he does
not, in so doing, remove or overcome the
defects in his character. He has a work
before him, to overcome the defects in his
character, if he would be among the number
before the throne of God, without fault,
who have come up through great tribulation,
having washed their robes of character, and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
The provisions have been made for us to
wash. The fountain has been prepared by
infinite expense, and the burden of washing
rests upon us who are imperfect before God.
The Lord does not propose to remove these
spots of defilement without our doing amy-
thing on our part. We must wash our
robes in the blood of the Lamb. We may
lay hold of the merits of the blood of Christ
by faith, and through his grace and power
we may have strength to overcome our
errors, our sins, our imperfections of char-"
acter, and come off victorious, having washed
our robes in the blood of the Lamb.

Dr. Ginley should seek to add daily to



86

hig stock of knowledge, and cultivate cour-
teousness and refinement of manners. He
is too apt to come down to a low level in
his parlor talks, which do not have an influ-
ence to elevate. He should bear in mind
that he is with those of all classes of minds,
and the impressions he gives will be ex-
tended to other States, and will be reflected
back upon the Institute. To deal with men
and women, whose minds are diseased as
well as their bodies, is a nice work. Great
wisdom is needed by physicians at the
Health Institute, in order to cure the body
through the mind. The power that the
mind has over the body, but few realize.
A great deal of the sickness which afflicts
humanity has its origin in the mind, and
can only be cured by restoring the mind to
health. There are very many more men-
tally sick than we imagine. Heart sickness
makes many dyspeptics, for mental trouble
has a paralyzing influence upon the digestive
organs.

In order to reach this class of patients,
the physician must have discernment, pa-
tience, kindness, and love. A sore, sick
heart, a discouraged mind, needs mild
treatment, and it is through tender sympa-
thy that this class of minds can be healed.
The physicians should first gain their con-
fidence, and then point them to the all-
healing Physician. If their minds can be
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directed to the Burden-bearer, and they
can have faith that he will have an interest
in them, the cure of these diseased bodies
and minds will be sure.

Other health institutions are looking with
a jealous eye upon the Health Institute at
Battle Creek. They work from a world-
ling’s standpoint, while the managers of
the Health Institute work from a religious
standpoint, acknowledging God as their
proprietor. They do not labor selfishly for
means alone; but for humanity’s sake, and
for Christ’s sake. The managers of our
Health Institute are seeking to benefit suf-
fering humanity, to heal the diseased mind,
as well as the suffering body, by directing
invalids to Christ, the sinners’ friend.
They do not leave religion out of the ques-
tion, but make God their trust and depend-
ence. The sick are directed to Jesus.
After the physicians bave done what thkey
can in behalf of the sick, they ask God to
work with their efforts, and restore the saf-
fering invalids to health. This he has done
in some cases in answer to the prayer of
faith. And this he will continue to do, if
they are faith{ul, and put their trust in him.
The Health Institute will be a success ; for
God sustains it. And if his blessing at-
tends the Institute it will prosper and be
the means of doing a great amount of good.
Other institutions are aware that a high
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standard of moral and religious influence
exists at our Institute. And they see that
its conductors are not actuated by selfish,
worldly principles, and they are jealous in
regard to its commanding and leading in-
fluence.

—— e

PDanger of Applause.

I HAVE been shown that great cau-
tion should be used, even when it is
necessary to lift a burden of oppression
from men and women, lest they lean to
their own wisdom, and fail to make God
their only dependence. But it is not safe
to speak in praise of men and women, or
to exalt the ability of a minister of Christ.
Very many in the day of God will be
weighed in the balance and found wanting
because of exaltation. I would warn my
brethren and sisters never to flatter per-
sons because of their ability; for they
cannot bear it. Self is easily exalted, and
in consequence, persons lose their balance.
I say again to my brethren and sisters, If
you would have your souls clean from the
blood of all men, never flatter, never praise
the efforts of poor mortals; for it may prove
their ruin. It is unsafe, by our words and
actions, to exalt a brother or sister, how-
ever apparently humble may be their de-
portment. If they really possess the meek
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and lowly spirit which God so’highly es-
timates, help them to retain it. This will
not be done by censuring them, or by your
neglect to properly appreciate their true
worth. Very few can bear praise without
being injured.

There are some of our ministers of abil-
ity, who are preaching present truth, who
love approbation. Applause stimulates
them, as the glass of wine the inebriate.
Place these ministers where they have a
small congregation which promises no
special excitement, and which provokes no
decided opposition, and they will lose their
interest and zeal, and appear as languid in
the work as the inebriate when he is de-
prived of his dram. These men will fail
to make real, practical laborers until they
learn to labor without the excitement of
applause.

— s
Duty of Ministers.

BRN, ————— and —— failed in
some respects in their management in
church matters at Battle Creek. They
moved too much In their own spirit, and
did not make God their whole dependence.
They did not, as they should, lead the
church to God, the fountain of living
waters, at which they could supply their
want, and satisfy their soul-hunger. The
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¢, sanctifying influence of the
Holy Spirit, to give peace and hope to
the troubled conscience, and restore health
and happiness to the soul, was not made
of the highest importance. The good
object they had in view was not attained.
These brethren had too much of a spirit
of cold criticism in the examination of
individuals who presented themselves to
be received into the church. The spirit of
weeping with those who weep, and rejoic-
ing with those who rejoice, was not in the
hearts of these ministering brethren as it
should have been.

Christ identified himself with the neces-
sities of his people. Their needs and their
sufferings were his. He says, “I was an
hungered, and ye gave me meat; I was
thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was
sick, and ye visited me; a stranger, and ye
took me in ; naked, and ye clothed me; I
was in prison, and ye came unto me.”
God’s servants should have hearts of ten-
der affection and sincere love for the follow-
ers of Christ. They should manifest that
deep interest that Christ brings to view in
the care of the shepherd for the lost sheep;
all tenderness, and compassion, and gentle-
ness, and love, as Christ has in his life
given us an example, that we should exer-
cise the same tender, pitying love he has
exercised toward us.

renewing
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The great moral powers of thé soul are
faith, hope, and love. If these are inact-
ive, the labor of ministers, be they ever so
earnest and zealous, will not be accepted
of God, and cannot be productive of good
to the church. Ministers of Christ who
bear the solemn message from God to the
people should ever deal justly, love mercy,
and walk humbly before God. The spirit
of Christ in the heart will incline every
power of the soul to nourish and protect
the sheep of his pasture, like a faithful,
true shepherd. Love is the golden chain
which binds believing hearts to one an-
other in willing bonds of friendship, ten-
derness, and faithful constancy ; and binds
the soul to God. There is a decided lack
of love, compassion, and pitying tenderness
among brethren. The ministers of Christ
are too cold and heartless. They have not
their hearts all aglow with tender compas-
sion and earnest love. The purest and
most elevated devotion to God is that
which is manifested in the most earnest
desire and efforts to win souls to Christ.
The reason ministers who preach present
truth are not more successful is, they are
deficient, greatly deficient, in faith, hope,
and love. There are toils and conflicts,
self-denials and secret heart-trials, for us
all to meet and bear. There will be tears
and sorrow for our sins. There will be
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constant struggles and watchings, mingled
with remorse and shame, because of our
-deficiencies.

Let not the ministers of the cross of our
dear Saviour forget their experience in
these things, but ever bear in mind they
are but men, liable to err, of like passions
with their brethren ; and if they help their
brethren, they must be persevering in their
efforts to do them good, having their hearts
filled with pity and love. They must
come to the hearts of their brethren, and
help them where they are weak and need
help the most. Those who labor in word
and doctrine should break their own hard,
proud, unbelieving hearts, if they would
witness the same in their brethren. Christ
has done all for us because we were help-
less, bound in chains of darkness, sin, and
despair, and because we could do nothing
for ourselves. It is through the exercise
of faith, hope, and love, that we come
nearer and nearer to the standard of per-
fect holiness. Our brethren feel the same
pitying need of help that we have felt.
We should not burden them with unnec-
essary censure, but let the love of Christ
constrain us to be very compassionate and
tender, that we can weep over the erring
and those who have backslidden from God.
The soul is of infinite value. The worth of
the soul can be estimated only by the
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price paid to ransom it. Calvaty! Cal-
vary ! Calvary! will explain the true value
of the soul. .

— e

The Sabbath School.

Vital godliness is a principle to be culti-
vated. The power of God can accomplish
for us that which all the systems in the
world cannot effect. The perfection of
Christian character depends wholly upon
the grace and strength found alone in God.
Without the power of grace upon the
heart, assisting our efforts, and sanctifying
our labors, we shall fail of saving our
own souls, and in saving the souls of oth-
ers. System and order are highly essen-
tial, but none should receive the impression
that these will do the work without the
grace and power of God operating upon
the mind and heart. Heart and flesh
would fail in the round of ceremonies, and
in the carrying out of our plans, without
the power of God to inspire and give cour-
age to perform. ~

The Sabbath-school at Battle Creek was
made the one great theme of interest with
Bro. Bell. It absorbed the minds of youth,
while other religious duties were neglected.
Frequently, after the Sabbath-school was
closed, the superintendent, a number of the
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teachers, and quite a number of scholars,
would return home to rest. They felt that
their burden for the day was ended, and
they had no further duty. When the bell
sounded forth the hour for public service,
as the people left their homes for the house
of worship, they would meet a large por-
tion of the school passing to their homes.
And however important the meeting, the
interest of a large share of the Sabbath-
school could not be awakened to take any
pleasure in the instruction given by the
minister upon important Bible subjects.
While many of the children did not attend
public service, some that remained were
not advantaged by the word spoken ; for
they felt that it was a wearisome tax.
There should be discipline and order in
our Sabbath-schools. Children who attend
these schools should prize the privileges
they enjoy. They should be required to
observe the regulations of the Sabbath-
school. And even greater care should be
taken by the parents, that their children
should have their Scripture lessons learned
more perfectly than their lessons in the
common schools. If parents and children
see no necessity for this interest, then the
children might better remain at home ; for
the Sabbath-school will fail to prove a
blessing to them. Parents and children
should work in" harmony with teachers
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and superintendent, thus giving evidence
that they appreciate the labor put forth for
them. Parents should have an especial in-
terest in the religious education of their
children, that they may have a more thor-
ough knowledge of the Scriptures.

There are many children who plead a
lack of time as a reason why their Sab-
bath-school lessons are not learned. There
are but few who cannot find time to learn
their lessons if they have an interest in
them. Some devote time to amusement
and sight-seeing, while others devote
time to the needless trimming of their
dress for display, thus cultivating pride and
vanity. The precious hours thus prodigal-
ly spent is God’s time, for which they must
render an account to him. The hours spent
in needless ornamentation, or in amuse-
ments and idle conversation, will with ev-
ery work be brought into judgment.

Laberers in the Oflice.

THOSE in the Office who have professed
to believe the truth should show the power
of the truth in their lives, and prove that
they are working onward and upward
from the basis of principle. They should
be molding their lives and characters after

the perfect Model. If all could look with
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a discerning eye into the tremendous real-
ities of eternity, what a horror of condem-
nation would seize some in the Office, who
now pass on with seeming indifference, al-
though separated from eternal scenes by a
very small space. Many warnings have
been given, and urged home with intense
feeling and earnest prayers, every one of
which is faithfully registered in Heaven, to
balance the account of each in the day of
final investigation. The unwearying love
of Christ has followed those engaged in
his work in the Office. God has followed
those connected with the Office with bless-
ings and entreaties, yet hating the sins
and unfaithfulness that cling to them as
the leprosy. The deep and solemn truths
that those in the Office have had the priv-
ilege of listening to, should take hold upon
their sympathies and lead them to a high
appreciation of the light God has given
them. If they will walk in the light, it
will beautify and ennoble their lives with
Heaven’s own adornment, purity and true
goodness.

A way is opened before every one in the
Office to engage from the heart directly in
the work of Christ and the salvation of
souls. Christ left Heaven and the bosom
of his Father, to come to a friendless, lost
world to save those who would be saved.
He exiled himself from his Father, and he
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exchanged the pure companionship of an-
gels for that of fallen humanity, all pol-
luted with sin. With grief and amaze-
ment, Christ witnesses the coldness, the
indifference and neglect, with which his
professed followers in the Office treat the
light, and the messages of warning and of
- love he has given them. Christ has pro-
vided the bread and water of-life for all
who hunger and thirst.

The Lord requires all in the Office to la-
bor from high motives. Christ has, in his
life, given them examples. All should la-
bor with interest, devotion, and faith, for
" the salvation of souls. If every one in the
Office will labor with unselfish purposes, dis-
cerning the sacredness of the work, the bless-
ing of God will rest upon them. If all had
cheerfully and gladly taken up their several
burdens, the wear and perplexity would
- not have come so heavily upon my hus-
band. How few earnest prayers have been
sent up to God in faith for those who were
not fully in the truth who worked in the
Office. Who has felt the worth of the soul
for whom Christ died? Who have been
laborers in the vineyard of the Lord? I
saw that angels were grieved with the tri-
fling frivolities of the professed followers
of Christ in that Office, who were handling
sacred things. Some have no more sense
of the sacredness of the work than if they

Namber 22. b4
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were engaged in common labor. (God now
calls for the fruitless cumberers of the
ground to consecrate themselves to him,
and center their affections and hopes in
him.

The Lord would have all connected with
that Office care-takers and burden-bearers.
If they are pleasure-seekers, if they do not
practice self-denial, they are not fit for a
place in the Office.

The workers at the Office should feel
when they enter it that it is a sacred place
where the work of God is being done in
the publication of truth which will decide
the destiny of souls. This is not felt or
realized as it should be. There is conver-
sation in the type-setting department,
which diverts the mind from the work.
The Office is no place for visiting, for a
_courting spirit, or for amusement, or self-
ishness. All should feel that they are do-
ing work for God. He who sifts all mo-
tives and reads all hearts is proving, and
trying, and sifting, his people, especially
those who have light and knowledge, and
who are engaged in his sacred work. Godis
a searcher of hearts, and a trier of the reins,
and will accept nothing less than entire
devotion to the work, and consecration to
himself. All should have a spirit in that
Office to take up their daily duties as if in
- the presence of God. They should not be
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satisfied merely with doing just enough to
pass along, and receive their wages; but
all should work in any place where they
can help the most. In Bro. White’s ab-
sence, there are some faithful ones; there
are others who are eye-servants. If all
in the Office who profess to be followers
of Christ had been faithful in the per-
formance of duty in the Office, there would
be a great change for the better. Young
men and young women have been too
much engrossed in each other’s society,
talking, Jeetlno, and joking, and angels of
God have been driven from the Office.
Marcus Lichtenstein was a God-fearing
youth ; but he saw so little true 1ehmoue
pnnmple In those working in the Office
and in the church, that he was perplexed,
distressed, and disgusted. He stumbled
over the lack of conscientiousness in some
in keeping the Sabbath of the Lord, yet
professing to be commandment-keepers.
Marcus had an exalted regard for the work
in the Office; but the vanity, the trifling,
and the lack of principle, stumbled him.
God had raised up Marcus, and in his prov-
idence connected him with bis work in the
Office. But there is so little known of the
mind and will of God by some who work
in the Office that they looked upon this
great work of the conversion of Marcus
from Judaism as of no great importance,
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Marcus’s worth was not appreciated. He
was frequently pained with the deportment
of - and of others in the Office, and
when he attempted to reprove them, his
words were received with contempt, that
he should venture to instruct them. His
defective language was an occasion of jest
and amusement with some.

Marcus felt deeply over the case of
: but he could not see how he could
help him. Marcus never would have left
that Office if the young men had been true
to their profession. If Marcus makes ship-
wreck of faith, his blood will surely be
found in the skirts of the young who pro-
fess Christ, but who, in their works, in
their words, and deportment, state plainly
that they are not of Christ, but of the
world. This deplorable state of neglect,
of indifference, and unfaithfulness, must
cease. A thorough and permanent change
must take place in the Office, or those who
have had so much light and so great priv-
ileges should be dismissed, and others take
their place, even if they be unbelievers. It
is a fearful thing to be self-deceived. Said
the angel, pointing to these in the Office,
“ Except your righteousness exceed the
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees,
ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom
of Heaven.” A profession is not enough.
There must be a work inwrought in the
soul, and carried out in the life.




101

The love of Christ reaches to’the very
depths of earthly misery and woe, or it
would not meet the case of the veriest sin-
ner. It also reaches to the throne of the
eternal, or man could not be lifted from his
degraded condition, and our necessities
would not be met, our desires would be
unsatisfied.

Christ has led the way from earth to
Heaven. He forms the conmecting link
between the two worlds. He brings the
love and condescension of God to man, and
brings wan up through his merits to meet
the reconciliation of God. Christ is the
way, the truth, and the life. It is hard
work to follow on, step by step, painfully
and slowly, onward and upward, the path
of purity and holiness. But Christ made
ample provision to impart new vigor to
every advance step, and new and divine
strength is imparted at every step in the
divine life. This is the knowledge and ex-
perience that the hands in the Office all
want, and must have, or they daily bring
reproach upon the cause of Christ.

Bro. 1s making a mistake in his
life. He puts too high an estimate upon
himself. He has not commenced to build
right to make a success of life. He is
building at the top, but the foundation is
not laid right. The foundation must be
laid under ground, and then the building
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can go up. He needs discipline and expe-
rience in the every-day duties of life, which
the sciences will not ¢ive, or all his educa-
tion will ot give him physical exercise to
become inured to the hardships of life.
From what has been shown me, t there
should be a careiul selcction of help in that
Oiiice. The young, and untried, and un-
consecrated, shouid not be placed there ;
for they arc exnecsed to temntations, and
have not fixed chavacters. Those who
have formed characters, and have fixed
principles, and the truth of God in the
heart, will not be a constanu source of anx-
iety and care, but rather helps and bless-
ings. And the Office of publication 1is
amply able to make arrangements to secure
good helpus who have ablhty and prinei-
ple. And the church in their turn should
not seek to advantage themselves one
penny from those who come to the Office
to labor and learn their trade. There are
positions where some can earn more wages
than those at the Otiice, but they can never
find a position more important, more hon-
orable, or exalted, than the work of God -
in the Office. Those who labor faithfuily
and unselfishly will be rewarded. For
them there is a crown of glory prepared,
compared with which, all earthly honors
and pleasures are as the small dust of the
balance. Especially will those be blessed
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who have been faithful to God in watching
over the spiritual welfare of others in the
Office. Pecuniary and temporal interests,
in comparison with this, sink into insig-
nificance. In one scale is gold dust, in the
other a human soul of such value that
honor, riches, and glory, have been sacrificed
by the Son of God to ransom it from the
bondage of sin and hopeless despair. The
soul is of infinite value, and demands the
most attention. Every man who fears God
in that Office should put away childish and
vain things, and stand erect, with true
moral courage, in the dignity of his man-
hood, shunmncr low famlharltv yet binding
heart to heart in the bond of Christian in-
terest and love. Hearts yearn for sympa-
hy and love, and are as much refreshed
and strehcrthened by them as flowers are
by showers and sunshine.

The Bible should be read every day. A
life of religion and devotion to God is the
best shield for the young who are exposed to
temptation in their associations in acquir-
ing an education. The-word of God wiil
give the correct standard of right and
wrong, and of moral principle. Fixed
prmc1ple of truth are the only safeguard
for youth. Strong purposes and a resolute
will close many an open door to temp-
tation. and to influences unfavorable to
the maintenance of Christian character,
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A weak, irresolute spirit, indulged in boy-
hood and youth, will make a life of con-
stant struggle, and of toil, because decision
and firm principle are wanting. Such will
ever be trammeled in making a success of
life in this world, and they will be in dan-
ger of losing the better life. It will be
safe to be earnest for the right. The first
consideration should be to honor God, and
second, faithful to humanity, performing
the duties which each day brings, meeting
its trials and bearing its burdens with firm-
ness and a resolute heart. Earnest and
untiring effort, united with strong purpose,
trusting wholly in God, will help in every
emergency, and qualify for a useful life in
this world, and give a fitness for the im-
mortal life.

————————

Love and IDuty.

LovE has a twin sister, which is duty.
Love and duty stand side by side. Love
exercised while duty is neglected will make
children headstrong, willful, perverse, self-
ish, and disobedient. If stern duty is left
to stand alone without love to soften and
win, it will have a similar result. Duty
and love must be blended in order that
children may be properly disciplined.

Anciently, directions were given to the
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priests, “ And they shall teach my people
the difference between the holy and pro-
fane, and cause them to discern between
the unclean and the clean. And in contro-
versy they shall stand in judgment, and
they shall judge it according to my judg-
ments.” “When I say unto the wicked,
O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if
thou dost not speak to warn the wicked
from his way, that wicked man shall die
in his iniquity ; but bhis blood will I require
at thy hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn
the wicked of his way to turn from it; if
he do not turn from his way, he shall die
in his iniquity ; but thou has delivered thy
soul.”

Here is the duty of God's servants made
plain. They cannot be excused from the
faithful discharge of their duty to reprove
sins and wrongs in the people of God, al-
though it may be a disagreeable task, and
may not be received by the one who is at
fault. But in most cases the one reproved
would accept the warning and would heed
reproof were it not that others stand in
their way. They come in as sympathizers,
and pity the one reproved, and feel that
they must stand in his defense. They do
not see that God is displeased with the
wrong-doer because his cause has been
wounded, and his name reproached. Souls
have been turned aside from the truth and
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have made shipwreck of faith as the result
of the wrong course pursued by the one in
fault; but the servant of God whose dis-
cernment is clouded, and his judgment
swayed by wrong influences, would as soon
take his position with the offender whose
influence has done much harm, as with
the reprover of wrong and of sin, and in
thus doing he virtually says to the sinner,
Do not be troubled, do not be cast down;
you are about right after all. These say
to the sinner, “ It shall be well with thee.”

God requires his servants to walk in the
light, and not cover their eyes that they
may not discern the working of Satan.
They should be prepared to warn and rec-
prove those who are in danger through his
subtlety. Satan is working to obtain van-
tage ground on the right hand and on the
left. He rests not. He is persevering.
He is vigilant and crafty to take advan-
tage of every circumstance and turn it to
his account in his warfare against the
truth and the interests of the kingdom of
God. Itis, I saw,a lamentable fact, that
God’s servants are not half awake, as they
should be, to the wiles of Satan. And in
the place of resisting the devil that he may
flee from them, many are inclined to make
a compromise with the powers of darkness.
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The Battle Creek Church?

THERE are serious objections to having
the school located at Battle Creek. Here
is a large church, and there are quite a
number of youth connected with this
church. And in so large a church, where
ore has infiuence over anoth rer, if this in-
fluence is of an elevating character, leading
to purity and consecration to God, then
the youth coming to Battle Creek will have
greatet adv anta( res than if the school was
Tocated elsewhere. But if the influences
at Battie Creek shall be in the future what
they have been for several years past, I
would warn parents to keep their children
from Battle Creek. There are but few in
that large church who have an influence
that will steadily draw souls to Christ.
There are many who would, by their ex-
ample, lead the youth away from God to
the love of the world.

There is a great lack with many of the
church at Battle Creck of feeling their re-
sponsibility. Those who have plactm’ml
religion will retain their identity of char-
acter under any circumstance. Thev will
not be like the reed trembling in the wind.

Those situated at a distance feel that
they would be highly favored could they
have the privilege of living in Battle Creek,
among a strong church, where their chil-
dren could be benefited with the Sabhath-
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schools and meetings. Some of our breth-
ren and sisters in times past have made
sacrifices to have their children live in
Battle Creek. But they have been dis-
appointed in almost every case. There
were but few in the church to manifest an
unselfish interest for these youth. -The
church generallystood as pharisaical strang-
ers, aloof from those who needed their help
the most. Some of the youth connected
with the church, who were professedly
serving God, but loving pleasure and the
world more, were ready to make the ac-
quaintance of youthful strangers who came
among them, and exert a strong influence
over them to lead them to the world in-
stead of nearer to God. When these re-
turn home, they are farther from the truth
than when they came to Battle Creek.
Men and women are wanted at the heart of
the work, who will be nursing fathers and
mothers in Israel, who will have hearts that
can take in more than merely me and mine.
They should have hearts that will glow with
love for the dear youth whether they are
members of their families or children of
their neighbors. They are members of
God’s great family for whom Christ had so
great an interest that he made every sac-
rifice that it was possible for him to make
to save them. He left his glory, his maj-
esty, his kingly throne and robes of royal-
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ty, and became poor, that through His pov-
erty the children of men might be made
rich. He finally poured out his soul unto
death that he might save the race from
hopeless misery. This is the example of
disinterested benevolence that Christ has
given us to pattern after. Many youth,
and also those of mature age,in the special
providence of God, have been thrown into
the arms of the Battle Creek church, for
them to bless with the great light God has
given them, and have the precious privilege
of bringing them, by their disinterested
efforts, to Christ and to the truth. Christ
commissions his angels to minister unto
those who are brought under the influence
of the truth, to soften their hearts and
make them susceptible of the influences of
his truth. While God and angels were do-
ing their work, those who professed to be
followers of Christ seemed to be coolly in-
different. They did not work in unison
with Christ and holy angels. Although
they professed to be servants of God, they
were serving their own.interest and loving
their own pleasure, and souls were perish-
ing around them. These souls could truly
say, “No man careth for my soul.” The
church had neglected to improve the priv-
ileges and blessings within their reach, and
through their neglect of duty lost the gold-
en opportunities of winning souls to Christ.
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Unbelievers have lived in their midst for
months, and they have made no special ef-
forts to save them. How can the Master
regard such servants? The unbelieving
would have responded to efforts made in
their behalf, if brethren and sisters had
lived up to their exalted profession; if they
had been seeking an opportunity to work
for the interest of their Master, to advance
his cause, they would have manifested
kindness and love for them, and they
would have sought opportunities to pray
with them and for them, and would have
felt a solemn responsibility resting upon
them to show their faith by their works,
by precept, and example. They might have
had these souls saved through their instru-
mentality, to be as stars in the crown of
their rejoicing. But the golden opportu-
nity, in many cases, has passed, never to
return. The souls that were in the valley
of decision took their position in the ranks
of the enemy, and became enemies of God
and the truth. The record of the unfaith-
fulness of the professed followers of Jesus
went up to Heaven.

1 was shown that if the youth at Battle
Creek were true to their profession, they
might exert a strong influence for good
over their fellow youth. But a large share
of the youth at Battle Creek need a Chris-
tian experience. They know not God by
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experimental knowledge. They hate not
individually a personal experience in the
Christian life, and they must perish with
the unbelieving unless they obtain this ex-
perience. The youth of this class follow
inclination rather than duty. Some do not
seek to be governed by principle. They
do not agonize to enter into the strait gate,
tremohnor with fear lest they will not be
able. 'lhey are confident, boastful, proud,
disobedient, unthankful, and_ unholy Just
such a class as this lead souls in the broad
road to ruin. If Christ is not in them,
they cannot exemplify him in their lives
and characters.

The church at Battle Creek have had
great light. They have been a people pe-
culiarly favored of God. They have not
been left in ignorance in regard to the will
of God concerning them. They might be
far in advance of what they now are if
they had walked in the light. They are
not that separate, peculiar, and holy people
that their faith demands, and that God
recognizes and acknowledges as children of
the light. They are not obedient and de-
votional as their exalted position and sa-
cred obligation require, as children walking
in the licht. The most soleren message of
mercy ever given to the world has been
intrusted to them. The Lord has made
them the depositaries of his commandments
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in & sense that no other church is. God
did not show them his special favor in
trusting to them his sacred truth that they
alone may be benefited by the light given
them; but that the light reflected upon
them from Heaven should shine forth to
others, and be reflected back again to God
by those who receive the truth, glorifying
him. Many in Battle Creek will bave a
fearful account to give in the day of God
for this sinful neglect of duty.

Many of those who profess to believe
the truth in Battle Creek contradict their
faith by their works. They are as unbe-
lieving and as far from fulfilling the re-
quirements of God and of coming up to
their profession of faith as was the Jewish
church at the time of Christ’s first advent.
Should Christ make his appearance among
them, reproving and rebuking selfishness,
pride, and love of the friendship of the
world, as at his first advent, but few would
recognize him as the Lord of glory. The
picture he would present before them of
their neglect of duty they would not re-
ceive, but would tell him to his face, You
are entirely mistaken, we have done this
good and great thing, and performed this
and that wonderful work, and we are en-
titled to be highly exalted for our good
works.

The Jews did not go into darkness all at
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once. It was a gradual work, until “they
could not discern the gift of God in send-
ing his Son. The church at Battle Creek
have had superior advantages, and they
will be judged by the light and privileges
they have had. Their deficiencies, their
unbelief, their hardness of heart and neg-
lect to cherish and follow the light, are not
less than the favored Jews, who refused
the blessings they might have accepted,
and crucified the Son of God. The Jews
are now an astonishment and reproach to
the world.

The church at Battle Creek are like Ca-
pernaum, which Christ represents as be-
ing exalted unto heaven by the light and
privileges that had been given them. If
the light and privileges they had been
blessed with had been given to Sodom and
Gomorrah, they might have stood unto
this day. If the light and knowledge had
been given the nations who sit in darkness,
they might have been far in advance of the
church at Battle Creek.

The Laodicean church really believed
and enjoyed the blessings of the gospel,
and thought they were rich in the favor of
God, when the True Witness called them
poor, naked, blind, and miserable. This is
the case with the church at Battle Creek,
and a large share of those who profess to
be God’s commandment-keeping people,’

Number 22. =
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The Lord seeth not as man seeth. His
thoughts and ways are not as our ways.

The words and law of God written in
the soul, and exhibited in a consecrated,
holy life, have a powerful influence to con-
vict the world. Covetousness, which is
idolatry, envy, the love of the world, will
be rooted from the heart that is in obedi-
ence to Christ, and it will be their pleasure
to deal justly, to love mercy, and walk
humbly before God. Oh! how much is
comprised in this, walking humbly before
God. The law of God, if written on the
heart, will bring into subjection the mind
and will to the obedience of Christ.

Our faith is peculiar. Many who pro-
fess to be living under the sound of the
last message of mercy are not separated in
their affections from the world. They bow
down before the friendship of the world,
and sacrifice light and principle to secure
its favor. The apostle describes the favored
people of God in these words: But ye are
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should show forth the praises of him who
hath called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light.



115

o

Missionary Work.

DeceumBer 10, 1871, I was shown that
God would accomplish a great work through
the truth, if devoted, self-sacrificing men
would give themselves unreservedly to the
work of presenting the truth to those in
darkness. Those who have a knowledge of
the precious truth, who are consecrated to
God, should avail themselves of every op-
portunity where there is an opening to press
in the truth. Angels of God are moving on
the hearts and consciences of the people of
other nations, and honest souls are troubled
as they witness the signs of the times in the
unsettled state of the nations. The in-
quiry arises in their hearts, What will be
the end of all these things? While God
and angels are at work to impress hearts,
the servants of Christ seem to be asleep.
There are but few working in unison with
the heavenly messengers. All men and
women who are Christians in every sense of
the word should be workers in the vineyard
of the Lord. They should be wide awake,
zealously laboring for the salvation of their
fellow-men, and should imitate the example
the Saviour of thé world has given them in
his life of self-denial, and sacrifice, and
faithful, earnest labor. .

There has been but little missionary
ppirit among Sabbath-keeping Adventists.
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If ministers and people were sufficiently
aroused, they would not rest thus indiffer-
ently, while God has honored them by
making them the depositaries of his law, by
printing it in their minds, and writing it
upon their hearts. These truths of vital
importance are to test the world ; and yetin
our own country there are cities, villages,and
towns, that have never heard the warning
message. Young men, who feel stirred with
the appeals that have been made for help
in this great work of advancing the cause
of God, make some advance moves, but do
not get the burden of the work upon them
sufficiently to accomplish what they might.
They are willing to do a small work, which
does not require special effort. Therefore,
they do not learn to place their whole de-
pendence upon God, and by living faith
draw from the great Fountain and Source
of light and strength, in order that their
efforts should prove wholly successful.
Those who think that they have a work
to do for the Master should not commence
their efforts among the churches; but they
should go out into new fields, and prove
their gifts. They can test themselves in
this way, and settle the matter, to their
own satisfaction, whether God has indeed
chosen them for this work. They will feel
the necessity of studying the word of God,
and praying earnestly for heavenly wisdom
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and divine aid from God. They will be
brought where they will be obtaining a
most valuable experience by meeting with
opponents who bring up objections against
the important positions of our faith. They
will feel their weakness, and be driven to
the word of God and prayer. In this ex-
ercise of their gifts, they will be learning
and improving, and gaining confidence, and
courage, and faith, and will eventually have
a valuable experience.

The Brn. commenced right in this
work. In their labor they did not go
among the churches, but went out into new
fields. They commenced humble. They
were little in their own eyes, and felt the
necessity of their whole dependence being
in God. These brothers are now in great
danger of becoming self-sufficient, especially
. In his discussion with opponents,
the truth has obtained the victory, and Bro.
has begun to feel strong in himself.
As soon as he gets above the simplicity of
the work, then his labors will not benefit
the precious cause of God. Bro.
should not encourage a love for discussions,
but avoid them whenever he ¢an. These
contests with the powers of darkness in de-
bate seldom result the best for the advance-
ment of the present truth.

If young men who commence to labor in
this cause would have the missionary spirit,
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they would give evidence that God has in-
deed called them to the work. But when
they do not go out into new places, but are
content to go from church to church, they
give evidence that the burden of the work
is not upon them. The ideas of our young
preachers are not broad enough. Their
zeal is too feeble. -Were the young men
awake, and devoted to the Lord, they would
be diligent every moment of their time, and
seek to qualify themselves for laborers in
missionary fields rather than to be fitting
themselves to become combatants.

Young men should be qualifying them-
selves to become familiar with other lan-
guages, that God may use them as medi-
ums to communicate his saving truth to
those of other nations. These young men
may obtain a knowledge of other languages,
even while engaged in laboring for sinners.
If they are economical of their time, they
can be improving their mind, and qualify-
ing themselves for more extended useful-
ness. Young women who have borne but
little responsibility, if they devote them-
selves to God, can be qualifying themselves
by study to become familiar with other
languages. They could devote themselves
to the work of translating.

Our publications should be printed in
other languages, that foreign nations may be
reached. Much can be done through the



119

medium of the press, but much more if the
influence of the labors of the living preacher
goes with our publications. Missionaries
are needed to go to other nations, to preach
the truth in a guarded, careful manner.
The cause of present truth can be greatly
extended by personal effort. The contact
of individual mind with individual mind
will do more to remove prejudice, if the la-
bor is discreet, than our publications alone
can do. Those who engage in this work
should not consult their ease or inclination.
They should not have love for popularity
or display.

When the churches see young men pos-
sessing zeal to qualify themseclves to ex-
tend their labors to cities, villages, and
towns, tkat have never been aroused to the
truth, and missionaries volunteer to go to
other nations, to carry the truth to them,
the churches will be encouraged and
strengthened far-more than to have the
labors of inexperienced young men. The
churches, as they see their ministers’ hearts
all aglow with love and zeal for the truth
and a desire to save souls, will arouse
themselves. The churches generally have
the gifts and power within themselves to
blegs and strengthen themselves, and gather
into the fold sheep and lambs. They need
to be thrown upon their own resources, and
so call into active service all the gifts that
are lying dormant.
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As churches are established, it should
be set before them that it is even from
among them that men must be taken to
carry the truth to others, and raise new
churches; therefore, they must all work,
and cultivate to the very utmost the talents
God has given them, and they be training
their minds to engage in the service of their
Master. If these messengers are pure in
heart and life, if their example is what it
should be, their labors will be highly suc-
cessful; for they have a most powerful
truth, clear and connected, and convincing
arguments. They have God on their side,
and the angels of God to work with their
eftorts. i

Why there has been so little accom-
plished by those who preach the truth, is
not wholly because the truth they bear is
unpopular, but because the men who bear
the message are not sanctified by the truths
they preach. The Saviour withdraws his
smiles, and the inspiration of his Spirit is
not upon them. The presence and power
of God to convict the sinner and cleanse
from all unrighteousness is not manifest.
Sudden destruction is right upon the peo-
ple, and yet they are not fearfully alarmed.
The unconsecrated minister makes the work
very hard for those who follow after them,
and who have the burden and spirit of the
work upon them.
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The Lord has moved upon men of tther
tongues, and has brought them under the
influence of the truth, that they should be
qualified to labor in his cause. He has
brought them within reach of the Office of
publication, that its managers might avail
themselves of their services, if they were
awake to the wants of the cause. Publica-
“tions are needed in other languages, to raise
an interest and the spirit of inquiry among

other nations, :
~ In a most remarkable manner, the Lord
wrought upon the heart of Marcus Lichten-
stein, and directed the course of this young
man to Battle Creek, that he should there
be brought under the influence of the truth,
and be converted, and united to the Office
of publication, and should obtain an expe-
rience. His education in the Jewish relig-
ion would qualify him to prepare publica-
tions. His knowledge of Hebrew would be
2 help to the Office in the preparation of
publications to gain access to a class that
otherwise could not be reached. The gift
God gave to the Office in Marcus was no
inferior gift. His deportment and consci-
entiousness were in accordance with the
principles of the wonderful truths he was
beginning to see and appreciate.

But the influence of some in the Office
grieved and discouraged Marcus. Those
young men who did not esteem Marcus as
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he deserved, and whose Christian life was a
contradiction to their profession, were the
means that Satan used to separate from the
Office the gift which God had given to it.
He went away perplexed, grieved, and dis-
couraged. Those who had had years of
experience, and who should have had the
love of Christ in their hearts, were so far
separated from God by selfishness, pride,
and their own folly, that they could not
discern the especial work of God in Marcus’
being connected with the Office.

If those who are connected with the Of-
fice were awake, and had not been spirit-
ually paralyzed, Bro. ——————— would
long ago have been connected with the
Office, and might now be prepared to do a
good work which much needs to be done.
He should have been engaged in teaching
young men and women, that they might be
qualified now to become workers in mis-
sionary fields.

Those engaged in the work were about
two-thirds dead because of their yielding to
wrong influences. They were where God
could not impress them by his Holy Spirit.
And oh! how my heart aches as I see that so
much time has passed, and a great work that
might have been done is left undone because
those in important positions have not
walked in the light. Satan has stood pre-
pared to sympathize with those men in holy
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office, and tell them God does not require
of them as much zeal and unselfish, devoted
interest as Bro. White expects, and they
gettle down carelessly in Satan’s easy chair,
and the ever-vigilant, persevering foe binds
them in chains of darkness, while they
think that they are all right. Satan works
on their right hand and on their left, and
all around them; and they know it not.
They call darkness light, and light darkness.

It those in the Office of publication are
indeed engaged in the sacred work of giving
the last solemn message of warning to the
world, how careful should they be to carry
out in their lives the principles of the truth
- they are handling. They should have pure
hearts and clean hands.

Our people connected with the Office have
not been awake to improve the privileges
within their reach, and secure all the talent
and influence that God has provided for
them. There is a very great failure with
nearly all connected with the Office of real-
izing the importance and sacredness of the
work. Pride and selfishness exist to a very
great degree, and angels of God are not
attracted to that Office as they would be
if hearts were pure and in communion with
God. Those laboring in the Office have
not had a vivid sense that the truths that
they were handling were of heavenly origin,
to accomplish a certain and special work
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as did the preaching of Noah before the
flood. As the preaching of Noah warned,
tested, and proved, the inhabitants of the
world before the flood of waters destroyed
them from off the face of the earth, so is
the truth of God for these last days doing
a similar work of warning, testing, and
proving the world. The publications which
go forth from the Office bear the signet of
the Eternal. They are being scattered all
through the land, and are deciding the des-
tiny of souls. Men are now greatly needed
who can translate and prepare our publica-
tions in other languages to reach all
tongues, and that the messages of warning
may go to all nations, that they may be
tested by the light of the truth, that men
and women, as they see the light, may turn
from the transgression to the obedience of
the law of God. ,

Every opportunity should be improved
to extend the truth to other nations. This
will be attended with considerable expense,
but expense should in no case hinder the
performance of this work. Means are of
no value only as they are used to advance
the interest of the kingdom of God. The
Lord has lent men means for this very pur-
pose to use in sending the truth to their fel-
low-men. Thereisa great amount of surplus
means in the ranks of Seventh-day Advent-
ists. The withholding of this means self-
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ishly from the cause of God is blinding
their eyes to the importance of the work of
God, making it impossible for them to dis-
cern the solemnity of the times in which
we live, or the value of eternal riches.
They do not view Calvary in the right
light, and therefore cannot appreciate the
worth of the soul for which Christ paid
~. such an infinite price.

Men will invest means in that which they
- value the most and which they think will
bring to them the greatest profits. When
men will run great risks and invest much
in worldly enterprises, but are unwilling to
venture or invest much in the cause of God
to send the truth to their fellow-men, they
evidence that they value their earthly treas-
ure more highly than the heavenly just in
proportion as their works show.

If men would lay their earthly treasures
upon the altar of God, and work as zeal-
ously to secure the heavenly treasure as
they have the earthly, they would invest
means cheerfully and gladly wherever they
could see an opportunity to do good and
aid the cause of their Master, who intrusted
them with means to test and prove their
fidelity to him. Christ has given them un-
mistakable evidence of his love and fidelity
to them. He left Heaven, his riches and
glory, and for their sakes became poor,
that they through his poverty might be
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made rich. After he has thus condescended
to save man, Christ requires no less of man
than that he should deny himself, and use
the means he has lent him in saving his
fellow-men, and by thus doing, give evi-
dence of his love for his Redeemer, and
show that he values the salvation brought
to him by such an infinite sacrifice.

Now is the time to use means for God.
Now is the time to be rich in good works,
laying up in store for ourselves a good
foundation against the time to come, that we
may lay hold on eternal life. One soul saved
in the kingdom of God is of more value
than all earthly riches. We are answera-
ble to God for the souls of those with whom
we are brought into contact, and the more
closely our connections with our fellow-
men, the greater is our responsibility. We
are one great brotherhood, and the welfare
of our fellow-men should be our great in-
terest. We have not one moment to lose.
If we have been careless in this matter it is
high time we were now in earnest to redeem
the time, lest the blood of souls be found in
our garments. As children of God, none
of us are excused from taking a partin the
great work of Christ, in the salvation of
our fellow-men. .

It will be a difficult work to overcome
prejudice and convince the unbelieving that
our efforts are disinterested to help them.



127

But this should not hinder our labor.
There is no precept in the Word of God
that tells us to do good to those only who
appreciate and respond to our efforts, and
to benefit those only who will thank us for
it. God has sent us to work in his vine-
yard. It is our business to do all we can.
“In the morning sow thy seed, and in the
evening withhold not thy hand ; thou know-
est not which shall prosper, this or that.”
We have too little faith. We limit the
Holy One of Israel. We shiould any of us
- be grateful that God condescends to use us
as his instruments. For every earnest
prayer put up in faith for anything, an--
swers will be returned. They may not
come just as we have expected; but they
will come—not perhaps as we have devised,
but at the very time when we most need
them. But oh! how sinful is our unbelief!
“If ye abide in Me, and my words abide in
you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall
be done unto you.”

Young men who engage in this work
should not trust too much to their own abili-
ties. They are inexperienced, and should
seek to learn wisdom from those who have
had a long experience in the work, and who
have had opportunities to study character.

Instead of our ministering brethren la-
boring among the churches, God designs
that we should spread abroad, and our mis-
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sionary labor be extended over as much
ground as we can possibly occupy to ad-
vantage, going in every direction to raise
up new companies. We should ever leave
upon the minds of new disciples an impres-
sion of the importance of our mission. As
able men are converted to the truth, they
should not require laborers to keep their
flagging faith alive; but these men should
be impressed with the necessity of laboring
in the vineyard. As long as churches rely
upon laborers from abroad to stremgthen
and encourage their faith, they will not be-
come strong in themselves. They should
‘be instructed that their strength will in-
crease in proportion to their personal ef-
forts. The more closely the New-Testa-
ment plan is followed in missionary labor,
the more successful will be the efforts put
forth.

We should work as did our divine Teacher,
sowing the seeds of truth with care, anxiety,
and self-denial. We must have the mind
of Christ if we would not become weary in
well-doing. His was a life of continued
sacrifice for others’ good. We must follow
his example. The seed of truth we must
gow, and trust in God to quicken it to life.
The precious seed may lie dormant for some
time, when the grace of God may convict
the heart, and the seed sown be awakened
to life, and spring up and bear fruit to the
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glory of God. Missionaries in this great
work are wanted to labor unselfishly, ear-
nestly, and perseveringly, as co-workers
with Christ and the heavenly angels in the
salvation of their fellow-men.

Especially should our ministers beware
of indolence and of pride, which are apt to
grow out of a consciousness that we have
the truth, and strength of arguments which
our opponents cannot meet; and while the
truths which we handle are mighty to the
pulling down of the strongholds of the pow-
ers of darkness, there is danger of neglect-
ing personal piety, purity of heart, and en-
tire consecration to God. There is danger
of their feeling that they are rich and in-
creased with goods, while they lack the es-
sential qualifications of a Christian. They
may be wretched, poor, blind, miserable,
and naked. They do not feel the necessity
of living in obedience to Christ every day
and every hour. Spiritual pride eats out
the vitals of religion. In order to preserve
humility, it would be well to remember how
we appear in the sight of a holy God who
reads every secret of the soul, and how we
should appear in the sight of our fellow-men
if they all knew us as well as God knows
us. For this reason, to humble us, we are
directed to confess our faults, and improve
this opportunity to subdue our pride.

Ministers should not neglect physical ex-
Number 22. Q
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ercise. They should seek to make them-
selves useful, and be a help where they are
dependent upon the hospitalities of others.
They should not allow others to wait upon
them, but rather lighten the burdens of
those who have so great a respect for the
gospel ministry that they would put them-
selves to great inconvenience in doing
for them that which they should do for
themselves. The poor health of some of our
ministers is because of their neglect of
physical exercise in useful labor.

As the matter has resulted, I was shown
that it would have been better had the-
Brn. Bourdeaus done what they could in
the preparation of tracts to be circulated
among the French people. If these works
were not prepared in all their perfection,
they might better have been circulated,
that the French people could have an op-
portunity to search the evidences of our
faith. There are great risks in delay. The
French should have had books setting forth
the reasons of our faith. Brn. Bourdeau
were not prepared to do justice to these
works, for they needed to be spiritualized
and enlivened themselves, and the books
prepared would bear the stamp of their
minds. They needed to be corrected, lest
their preaching and writing should be tedi-
ous. They needed to educate themselves
to come at once to the point, and make the
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essential features of our faith stand forth
clearly before the people. The work has
been hindered by Satan, and much has been
lost because these works were not prepared
as they should have been. Brn. Bourdeau
can do much good if they are fully devoted
to the work, and if they will follow the
light God has given them.

—— s

Appeal to Ministers.

I was shown, Dec. 10, 1871, the dangers
of Bro. His influence upon the
cause of God is not what it might be and
should be. He seems to be in blindness as
to the result of his course. He does not
discern what kind of a wake he leaves be-
hind him. He does not labor in a manner
that God can accept. I saw that he wasin
as great peril as was Moses Hull before he
left the truth. Moses Hull trusted in him-
self. He thought he was of so great value
to the cause of truth that the cause could
not spare him. DBro. has felt very
much the same. He relies too much on his
own strength and wisdom. If he could see
his weakne:s as God sees it, he would never
flatter himself, or feel in the least to tri-
umph. And, unless he makes God his
dependence and strength, he will make
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ghipwreck of faith as surely as did Moses
Hull.

He has not in his labors drawn strength
from God. He has depended upon an
excitement to arouse his ambition. In la-
boring with a few, where there is no special
excitement to stimulate, he loses his cour-
age. When the labor goes hard, and he is
not borne up by this special excitement, he
does not then cling the firmer to God, and
become more earnest to press through the
darkness, and gain the victory. Bro. )
you frequently become childish, weak, and
inefficient, at the very time when you
should be the strongest. This should evi-
dence to you that your zeal and animation
are not always from the right source.

I was shown that here is the danger of
young ministers who engage in discussion.
They turn their minds to the study of the
word to gather the sharp things, and they
become sarcastic, and, in their efforts to
meet an opponent, too frequently leave God
out of the question. The excitement of
debate lessens their interest in meetings
where this special excitement does not
exist. Those who engage in debates are
not the most successful laborers, and the
best adapted to build up the cause. By
some, discussion is coveted, and they prefer
this kind of labor above any other. They
do mnot study the Bible with humility of
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mind, that they may know how to attain
the love of God, ““that Christ may dwell in
your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted
and grounded in love, may be able to com-
prehend with all saints what is the breadth,
and length, and depth, and hight, and to
know the love of Christ, which passeth
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all
the fullness of God.”

Young preachers should avoid discus-
sions ; for they do not increase spirituality
or humbleness of mind. In some cases, it
may be necessary to meet a proud boaster
against the truth of God in open debate;
but generally these discussions, either oral
or written, result in more harm than good.
After a discussion, the greater responsibil-
ity rests upon the minister to keep up the-
interest. IHe should beware of the reaction
which is liable to take place after a relig-
lous excitement, and not yield to discour-
agement himself.

Men who will not admit the claims of
God’s law, which are so very plain, will
generally take a lawless course; for they
have so long taken sides with the great
rebel in warring against the law of God,
which is the foundation of his government
in Heaven and earth, that they are trained
in this labor. In their warfare, they will
_not open their eyes or consciences to light.
They close their eyes, lest they shall be-
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come enlightened. Their case is as hope-
less as was the Jews’, who would not see
the light which Christ brought to them.
The wonderful evidences of his Messiah-
ship, by the miracles he performed in
healing the sick, and in raising the dead,
and doing the works which no other man
had done or could do, instead of melting
and subduing their hearts, and overcoming
their wicked prejudices, inspired them with
satanic hatred and fury, such as Satan
possessed when he was thrust out of Heaven.
The greater light and evidence they had,
the greater was their hatred. They were
determined to extinguish the light by put-
ting Christ to death.

The haters of God’s law, the foundation
of his government in Heaven and earth, are
on the same ground as were the unbelieving
Jews. Their defiant power will follow those
who keep the commandments of God, and
any amount of light will be rejected by
them. Their consciences have so long been
violated, and their hearts have grown so
hard by their choosing darkness rather than
light, that they feel that it is a virtue in
them to bear false witness, or stoop to al-
most any course of equivocation or decep-
tion, as did the Jews in their rejection of
Christ, to gain their object. They reason
that the end justifies the means. They
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virtually crucify the law of the Father as
the Jews crucified Christ.

Our work should be to embrace every
opportunity to present the truth in its
purity and simplicity, where there is any
desire or interest to hear the reasons of our
faith. Those who have dwelt mostly upon
the prophecies and the theoretical points of
our faith should without delay become
Bible students upon practical subjects.
They should take a deeper draught at the
fountain of divine truth. They should
carefully study the life of Christ, and his
lessons of practical godliness, given for the
benefit of all, and the rule of right living
for all who should believe on his name.
They should be imbued with the spirit of
their great Exampler, and have a high
sense of the sacred life of a follower of
Christ.

Christ met the case of every class in
his subjects and manner of teaching. He
dined and lodged with rich and poor, and
made himeelf familiar with the interests
and occupations of men, that he might gain
access to their hearts. The learned and
most intellectual were gratified and charmed
with his discourses, and yet they were so
plain and simple as to be comprehended
by the humblest minds. Christ availed
himself of every opportunity to give in-
structions to the people upon the heavenly
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doctrines and precepts which should be in-
corporated into their lives, and which
would distinguish them from all other re-
ligionists, because of their holy, elevated
character. These lessons of divine instrue-
tion are not brought to bear upon men’s
consciences as they should be. Ministers
believing present truth are furnished with
discourses by these sermons of Christ which
will be appropriate on almost any occasion.
Here is a field of study for the Bible stu-
dent, which he cannot be interested in
without having the Spirit of the heavenly
Meacher in his own heart. Here are sub-
jects which Christ presented to all classes.
Thousands of people of every stamp of
character, of every grade of society, were
attracted and charmed with the matter
brought before them.

Some ministers who have been long in
the work of preaching present truth have
made great failures in their labors. They
have edncated themselves as combatants.
They have studied out argumentative sub-
jects for the object of disscussion, and these
subjects which they have prepared, they
love to use. The truth of God is plain,
clear, and conclusive. The chain of truth
is harmonious, and, in contrast with error,
shines with clearness and beauty. The
consistency of the truth commends it to
the judgment of every heart that is not
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filled with prejudice. Our preachers pre-
sent the arguments upon the truth, which
have been made ready for them, and, if
there are no hindrances, the truth bears
away the victory. DBut I was shown that
in many cases the poor instrument takes
the credit of the victory gained, and the
people, who are more earthly than spiritual,
praise and honor the instrument, while the
truth of God is not exalted by the victory
it gained. '

Those who love to engage in discussion
generally lose their spirituality. They do
not trust in God as they should. They
have the theory of the truth prepared to
whip an opponent. The feelings of their
own unsanctified hearts have prepared
many sharp, close things to use as a snap
to their whip to irritate and provoke their
opponent. The Spirit of Christ has no
part in this. The debater scon thinks he
18 strong enough while furnished with con-
clusive arguments to triumph over his
opponent, and God is left out of the matter.
Some of our ministers have made discus-
sion their principal business. When in the
midst of the excitement raised by discussion,
they seem nerved up, and feel strong, and
talk strong; and many things pass with
the people as all right in the excitement,
which in themselves are decidedly wrong,
and a shame to him who was guilty of ut-
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tering words so unbecoming a Christian
minister.

These things have a bad influence on
ministers who are bandling sacred, elevated
truths, which are to prove as a savor of life
unto life, or death unto death, to those who
hear them. Generally, the influence of
discussions upon our ministers is to make
them self-sufficient, and exalted in their
own estimation. This is not all. Those
who love to debate are unfitted for being
pastors to the flock. They have trained
their minds to meet an opponent, and to
say sarcastic things; and they cannot come
down to meet the hearts that are sorrowing,
and need comforting. They have also
dwelt so much upon the argumentative that
they have neglected practical subjects that
the flock of God need; and the sermons of
Christ, which enter into the every-day life
of the Christian, they have but little knowl-
edge of, and they have but little disposition
to study them. They have arisen above the
simplicity of the work. When they were
little in their own eyes, God helped them.
Angels of God ministered unto them, and
reade their labors highly successful in con-
vincing men and women of the truth. But
in the training of their minds for discussion,
they frequently become coarse and rough.
They lose the interest and tender sympa-
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thy which should ever attend the efforts of
a shepherd of Jesus Christ.

Debating ministers are generally disqual-
ified to help the flock where they most need
help. They have neglected practical relig-
lon in their own hearts and lives, and
therefore cannot teach it to the flock. Un-
less there is an excitement, they do not
know how to labor. They seem shorn of
their strength. If they try to speak, they
seem not to know how to present a subject
that is proper or fit for the occasion. When
they should present a subject to feed the
flock of Grod, which will reach and melt the
heart, they go back to some of the old pre-
pared matter, that is stereotyped, and go
through the arranged arguments which are
dry and uninteresting. They bring dark-
ness to the flock, instead of light and life;
and they also bring darkness to their own
souls. .

Some of our ministers fail to cultivate
spirituality, but encourage a show of zeal
and a certain activity which rests upon an
uncertain foundation.” Ministers of calm
contemplation, of thought and devotion, of
conscience and faith, combined with activity
and zeal, are wanted in this age. The two
qualities should go together, thought and
devotion, activity and zeal.

Debating ministers are the most unreli-
able among us, because they cannot be de-
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pended upon when the work goes hard.
Bring them into a place where there is but
little interest, and they manifest a want of
courage, zeal, or real interest, themselves.
They depend on excitement, created by
debate or opposition, as the inebriate de-
pends upon his dram to become enlivened
and invigorated. These ministers need to
be converted anew. They need to drink
deep of the streams which proceed from the
Eternal rock, the streams of which are un-
ceasing.

The eternal welfare of sinners regulated
the conduct of Jesus Christ. He went
about doing good. Benevolence was the
life of his soul. He not only did good to
all who came to him soliciting his mercy,
but he perseveringly sought them out. He
was never elated with applause, or dejected
by censure or disappointment. When he
met with the greatest.opposition and the
most cruel treatment, he was of good cour-
age. Christ preached the most important
discourse inspiration has given us to only
one listener. As he sat upon the well to
rest, for he was weary, a Samaritan woman
came to draw water, and he saw an oppor-
tunity to reach her mind, and through her
to reach the minds of the Samaritans, who
were in great darkness and error. Although
weary, he presented the truths of his spir-
itual kingdom, which charmed the heathen
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woman, and filled her with admiration for
Christ. She went forth publishing the
news, ‘ Come, see a man which told me all
things that ever I did; is not this the
Christ 77 This woman’s testimony con-
verted many to a belief in Christ. Through
her report, many came to hear him for
themselves, and believed because of his own
word.

However small may be the number of
interested listeners, if their hearts are
reached, and their understanding convinced,
they can carry the report, as did the Sa-
maritan woman, which will raise the inter-
est of hundreds to investigate for them-
seives. While laboring in places to create
an interest, there will be many discourage-
ments ; but if at first there seems to be but
little interest, it is no evidence that you
have mistaken your duty and place of labor:
If the interest steadily increases, and the
people move understandingly, not from
impulse, but from principle, the interest is
- much more healthful and more durable,
than to have a great excitement and inter-
est created suddenly, and to have the feel-
ings excited by listening to a debate and
sharp contest on both sides of the question,
for and against the truth. Fierce opposi-
tion is created, and rapid decisions made,
and positions taken. There is a feverish
state of things. Calm consideration and
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judgment are wanting. Let this excite-
ment subside, or, if it is managed indis-
creetly, reaction takes place, and the inter-
estcan never beraised again. Thefeeling and
sympathy were stirred, but the conscience
was not convicted, the heart was not broken
and humbled before God.

In the presentation of unpopular truth,
which involves a heavy cross, preachers
should be careful that every word is as God
would have it. Their words should never
cut. They should present the truth in bu-
mility, with the deepest love for souls, and
an earnest desire for their salvation, and
let the truth cut. They should not seek to
provoke a debate. They should not defy
ministers of other denominations. They
should not stand in a position like Goliah’s
when he defied the armies of Israel.
Israel did not defy Goliab, but Goliah
made his proud boasts against God and his
people. The defying, and boasting, and
railing, must come from the opposers of
truth, who act the Goliah. DBut none of
this spirit should be seen in these whom
God has sent forth to prociaim the last
message of warning to a doomed world.

Goliah, who defied Israel, trusted -in his
armor. He terrified the armies of Israel
by his defiant, savage boastings, while he
made a most imposing display of his armor,
which was his strength. David, in his bu-
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mility and in his zeal for God and his peo--
ple, proposed to meet this boaster. Saul
consented, and had his own kingly armor
placed upon David. But he would not
consent to wear it. He laid off the king’s
armor; for he had not proved it. He had
proved God, and, in trusting in him, had
gained special victories. To put on Saul's
armor would give the impression that he
was a warrior, when he was only little
David, who tended the sheep. He did not
mean that any credit should be given to the
armor of Saul; for his trust was in the
Lord God of Israel. He selected a few
pebbles from the brook, and with his sling
and staff his only weapons, he went forth
in the name of the God of Israel to meet
the armed warrior.

Goliah disdained David; for his appear-
ance was that of a mere youth untaught in
the tactics of warfare. Goliah railed upon
David, and cursed him by his gods. He
felt that it was an insult upon his dignity
to have a mere stripling, without so much
as an armor come to meet him.  He made
his boast of what he would do to him.
David did not become irritated because he
was looked upon as so inferior; meither
did he tremble at his terrible threats. Da-
vid replied, ¢ Thou comest to me with a
sword, and with a spear, and with a shield;
but I come to thee in the name of the Lord
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of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel,
whom thou hast defied.”” David tells
Goliah that in the name of the Lord he will
do to him the very things Goliah had
threatened to do to David. ¢ And all this
assembly shall know that the Lord saveth
not with sword and spear ; for the battle is
the Lord’s, and he will give you into our
hands.”

Our ministers should not defy and pro-
voke discussion. Let the defying be on
the side of the opposers of God’s truth. I
was shown that Bro. and other
ministers have acted too much the part of
Goliah. And then after they had dared
and provoked discussion, they trusted to
their prepared arguments as Saul wanted
David to trust to his armor. They did not,
like humble David, trust to the God of Is-
rael, and make him their strength. They
went forth confident and boastful, like
Goliah. They magnified themselves, and
did not hide behind Jesus. They knew the
truth was strong, and they have not hum-
bled their hearts, and in faith trusted in

~God to give the truth the victory. They
have become elated and lost their balance,
and frequently the discussions have not
been successful, and the result has been an
injury to their own souls and to the souls

of others. 4
I was shown that some of our young min-
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isters are getting a passion for debating,
and that, unless they see their danger, this
will prove a snare to them. I was shown
that Bro. was in great danger.
He is training his mind in the wrong di-
rection. He is in danger of getting above
the simplicity of the work. When he gets
on Saul's armor, if, like David, he has
wisdom to lay it off because he has not
proved it, he may recover himself before he
goes too far. These young preachers
should study the practical teachings of
Christ, as well as the theoretical, and learn
of Jesus that they may have his grace, his
meekness, his humility and lowliness of
mind. If they, like David, are brought
into a position where God’s cause really
calls for them to meet a defier of Israel,
and, if they go forth in the strength of
God, relying wholly upon him, he will carry
them through, and cause his truth to tri-
umph gloriously. Christ has given us an
example. ¢ Yet Michael the archangel,
when contending with the devil he disputed
about the body of Moses, durst not bring
against him a railing accusation, but said,
The Lord rebuke thee.” _

As soon as a preacher comes down from
the position a minister should ever occupy,
and descends to the comical to create a
laugh over his opponent, or when he is sar-
castic and sharp, and rails upon kim, ke

10
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does that which the Saviour of the world
did not dare to do; for he places himself
upon the enemy’s ground. Ministers who
contend with the opposers of the truth of
God, have not merely to meet the men, but
Satan and his host of evil angels. Satan
watches for a chance to get the advantage
of ministers who are advocating the truth,
and when they cease to put their entire
trust in God, and their words are not in
the Spirit and love of Christ, the angels of
God cannot strengthen and enlighten them.
They leave them to their own strength, and
evil angels press in their darkness, and, for
this reason, sometimes the opponents of the
truth seem to have the advantage, and the
discussion does more harm than real good.

God’s servents should come nearer to
Lkim. Brn. , , ,
and , should be seeking to cultivate
personal piety, rather than to encourage a
love of debate. They should be seeking to
become shepherds to the flock, rather than
to be fitting themselves to create an excite-
ment by swaying the feelings of the people.
These brethren are in danger of dependieg
more upon their popularity, and success
with the people as smart debaters, than as
humble, faithful laborers, or as devoted,
meek followers of Jesus Christ, being co-
workers with him.
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Dangers and Butics of Youth.

ADDRESSED TO TWO YOUNG MEN.

I was shown last December the dangers
and temptations of youth. The two younger
sens of father — need to be converted.
They need to die daily to self. Paul, the
faithful apostle, had a fresh experience
daily. Ile says, “I die daily.” This is
exactly the experience these young men
need. They are in danger of overlooking
present duaty, and of neglecting the educa-
tion essential for practical life. They re-
gard education in books as the all-important
matter to be attended to in order to make
life a success.

These young men have duties at home
which they overlook. They have not
learned to take up the duties, and bear the
home responsibilities which it is their duty
to bear. They have a faithful, practical
mother, who has borne many burdens which
her children should not suffer her‘to bear.
In this they failed to honor their mother.
They have nct shared the burdens of their
father as was their duty, and have neglected
to honor their father as they should. They
follow inclination rather than duty. They
have pursued a selfish course in their life,
in shunning burdens and toil, and have
failed to obtain a valuable.experience, which
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they cannot afford to be deprived of if they
would make life a success. They have no.
felt the importance of being faithful in little
things. They have not felt under obliga
tion to their parents to be true, thorougk
and faithful, in the humble, lowly duties o
life which lie directly in their pathway.
They look above the common, essentia.
branches of knowledge so very necessary
for practical life.

If these young men would be a blessing
anywhere, it should be at home. If the)
yield to inclination, rather than to be guided
by the cautious decision of sober reason,
sound judgment, and enlightened conscience,
they cannot be a blessing to society, or
to their father’s family, and their pros-
pects in this world, and in the better world,
may be endangered. Many youth receive
the impression that their early life is not
designed for care-taking, but to be fritted
away in idle sport, in jesting, in joking and
foolish indulgences. Some think of noth-
ing while engaged in folly and indulgence
of the senses, but the momentary gratifica-
tion connected with it for the time. Their
desire for amusement, their love for society,
to chat, talk, and laugh, increases by in-
dulgence, and they lose all relish for the
sober realities of life, and home duties seem
uninteresting. There is not enough change
to meet their minds, and they become rest-
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less, pcevish, and irritable. These young
men should feel it a duty to make home
- happy and cheerful. They should bring
sunshine into the dwelling, rather than a
shadow by needless repining and unhappy
"discontent.

These young men should remember that
they are responsible for all the privileges
they have enjoyed, and that they are ac-
countable for the improvement of their time,
and must render an exact account for the
improvement of their abilities. These young
men may inquire, Shall we have no amuse-
ment or recreation? Shall we work, work,
work, without variation? Any amusement
that they can engage in, asking the blessing
of God upon it in faith, will not be danger-
ous. But any amusement in which they
engage, which disqualifies them for secret
prayer, or for devotion at the altar of
prayer, or to engage in the prayer-meeting,
is not safe, but dangerous. A change from
physical labor that has taxed the strength
severely may be very necessary for .a time,
that they may again engage in labor, put-
ting forth exertion with greater success.
But entire rest may not be necessary, or
even attended with the best results so far
as their physical strength is concerned.
They need not, even when weary with one
kind of labor, trifie away their precious
moments. They may then seek to do
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something not so exhausting, but yet which
will be a blessing to their mother and
sisters, in lightening their cares by taking
upon themselives the roughest burdens they
have to bear. In this way, they can find
amusement springing from principle which
will yieid them true kappiness, and their
time not be spent in trifling, and in habits
of selfish indulgence. Their time may be
ever employed to advantage, and they con-
stantly refreshed with variation, and yet
redeeming the time, so that every moment
tells with good account to some one.

You have thought, to obtain an education
in the sciences would be of the highest im-
portance. There is no virtue in ignorance,
and knowledge will not necessarily dwarf
Christian growth, but if taken hold of from
principle, having the right object before you,
to obtain knowledge that you may bring
into exercise the powers which God Las
given you and employ them in his service,
feeling your obligations to God to use your
faculties to do geod to others and promote
his glory, knowledge will aid you to accom-
plish this end.

But, young men, if you gain ever so much
knowledge and yet fail to put that knowl-
edge to a pracfical use, you fail of your ob-
ject. If, in obtzining an education, you
become absorbed in your studies so that
you reglect prayer and religious privileges,
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and become careless and indifferent to the
welfare of your soul, if you cease to learn
in the school of Chmqt you are gelling your
birthright for a mess of pottage. The ¢ object
of your obtaining an education should not
be lost sight of for a moment. It should
be to develop ard direct your faculties that
you may be the more highly useful, and, to
the extent of your ability, bless others. If to
obtain knowledge would increase your love
of yourselves and increase your inclination
to a still greater degree to excuse yourselves
from bearing responsibilities, you are better
without an education. If you love bcoks
and idolize them, allow them to get in be-
tween you and your duties, so that you wil.
feel a reluctance to leave your studies and
your reading to do essential labor that some
one must do, you should restrain your
studies and cultivate a love for doing those
things in which you now take no interest.
He that is faithful in that which is least
will also be faithful in greater things. You
need to cultivate love and affection for your
parents, brothers, and sisters. ¢ Be kindly
affectioned one to another with brotherly
love ; in honor preferring one another ; not
slothful in business ; fervent in spirit, serv-
ing the Lord; rejoicing in hope; patient
in tribulation ; continuing instant in prayer;
distributing to the necessity of saints; given
to hespitality.” You cannot, young men,
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. afford to sacrifice your eternal interest for
your school studies. Your teachers may
stimulate you by applause, and you may be
deceived by the sophistry of Satan. You
may be led on from step to step to seek to
excel, and obtain the approbation of your
teachers, until your knowledge in tke divine
life, in experimental religion, will grow less
and less. Your name will stand registered
before the holy, exalted angels, and before
the Creator of the universe,and Jesus Christ,
the majesty of Heaven, in very poor light.
Failure, failure, mistakes, neglect, committal
of sins, and such ignorance in spiritual
knowledge, that the Father, and his Son
Jesus our advocate, and ministering angels,
will be ashamed to own you as children of
God.

In attending school you are exposed to a
variety of temptations that you would not
be at your home in your father’s house, un-
der the watchcare of God-fearing parents.

If you prayed while at home by your-
selves twice or three times a day for grace
to escape the corruptions that are in the
world through lust, when at school, ex-
posed to temptations and the contaminating
influences which prevail at school in this de-
generate age, you need to pray as much
more earnestly and constantly as your sur-
roundings are more unfavorable to the for-
mation of Christian character.
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These young men have not sufficient
strength of Christian character, especially
is this the case with He is not set-
tled, rooted, and grounded, in the truth.
His hold of God has been so slight that
he has not been receiving strength and
* light from above, but has been gathering
darkness to his own soul. He has heard
unbelief talked so much, and he has taken
go little practical interest in the truth that
he has not been prepared to give a reason
of his hope. He has been unstable, like a
reed trembling in the wind. He is kind at
heart, yet loves fun, idleness, and to be in
company with his young friends. He has
indulged this inclination to the sacrifice of
his soul’s interest. Itisimportant that you
should avoid mingling too much in the so-
ciety of irreligious youth. The culture of
your mind and heart, in connection with the
practical duties of life, require that a large
share of your time be spent in the society
of those whose conversation and faith wiil
inerease your faith and love for the truth.

You have tried to throw off the restraint
that the belief of the truth imposes, but you
have not dared to be very bold in your un-
belief. Too often the levities ¢f the world,
the society of those from whom self-com-
munion and religion are excluded, has been
your choice, and you was, to all intents and
purposes, reckoned with that class who bring
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the truth into contempt. You are not strong
enough in faith or purpose to be in such
society. In order to kill time, you have en-
gaged in a spirit of trifling which has done
positive injury to you in blunting your con-
science. You love approbation. If you
gain this in an honorable way, it is not so
sinful ; but you are in danger of deceiving
yourself and others, and need to be guarded
on this point that you earn all the approval
you receive. If you are approved because
of your sound principles and moral worth,
this is your gain. But to be petted, and
courted, and flattered because you can make
bright speeches and apt remarks, and be-
cause you are cheerful, lively, and witty,
and not for intellectual and moral worth,
you will be looked upon by sensible, godly
men and women as an object of pity rather
than envy. You should be guarded against
flattery. Whoever is foolish enough to flat-
ter you cannot be your true friend. Your
true friends will caution, entreat, and warn
you, and reprove your faults.

You have opened your mind to dark unbe-
lief. Close it in the fear of God. Seek for
theevidences of the pillars of ourfaithand lay
hold upon them with firm grasp. You need
this confidence in present truth which will
prove to you an anchor. This will impart
to your character an energy, efficiency, and
noble dignity that will command respect.
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Encourage habits of industry. Here you
sericusly lack. You have both brilliant
ideas of success, but remember that in God
is your only hope. Your prospects may at
times look flattering to you, but anticipa-
tions which exalt you above the simple, hum-
ble home duties and above the religious
duties, will prove a failure. You, my dear
young friends, need to humble your hearts
before God, and be obtaining a valuable ex-
perience in the Christian life, following
on to know the Lord, gaining a rich expe-
rience, and blessing others by a daily life of
spotless purity, of noble integrity, of thor-
oughness in the performance of Christian
duty, and in the duties of practical life.

You have duties to do at home; you have
responsibilities to bear which you have not
yet lifted. That which ye sow ye shall
also reap. These young men are now sow-
ing the seed. Every act of their life, every
word spoken, is a seed for good or evil
As is the seed, so will be the crop. If they
indulge lustful passions, and give up to
hasty, perverted passions, or to the gratifi-
cation of appetite, or the inclination of an
unsanctified heart, if they foster pride,
wrong principles, and cherish habits of un-
faithfulness, or of dissipation, they will reap
a plentiful harvest of remorse, shame, and
despair.

The angels of God are seeking to lead
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these young men to cry unto God in sincer-
ity, Be thou the guide of my youth. The
angels of God are inviting and seeking to
draw these dear youth from the snares of
Satan. IHeaven may be theirs if they will
seek to obtain it. A crown of immortal
glory will be theirs if they will give all for
Heaven.

——

- Take Kleed.

BRr0O. ———, your influence has not been
of that character which would do honor to
the cause of present truth. Had you been
sanctified by the truth you preach to oth-
ers, you would have been of ten times more
advantage to the cause of God than you
have been. You have relied so much upon
creating a sensation that without this you
have but little courage. These great ex-
citements and sensational interests are your
strength, and glory, and success as a la-
borer; but this is not pleasing to God.
Your labors in this direction are seldom
what you flatter yourself that they are.

Close investigation reveals, after these
specially exciting meetings, that there are
but very few sheaves to be gathered. Yet,
from all the experience of the past, you
have not learned to change your manner of
labor.

You have been slow to learn from the
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past, and shape your future labors in such
a manner as to shun the errors of the past.
The reason of this has been, like the ine-
briate, you love the stimulus of these sen-
sational meetings, and you long for them,
as the drunkard longs for the glass of
liquor, to arouse the flagging energies.
These debates which create an excitement
are mistaken for a zeal for God and love
for the truth. You have been almost des-
titute of the Spirit of God to work with
your efforts. If you had God with you in
all your moves, and if you felt the burden
for souls, and had the wisdom to skillfully
manage these exciting seasons to press
souls into the kingdom of Christ, you could
see fruits of your labors, and God would be
glorified. Your soul should be all aglow
with the spirit of the truth you present to
others. Then, after you have labored to
convict souls of the claims the law of God
had upon them, teaching them repentance
toward God and faith in Jesus Christ, your
work is but just begun. You too frequently
excuse yourself from completing the work,
and leave a heavy burden for others to take
up and finish the work you ought to have
done. You say you are not qualified to
finish up the work. Then the sooner you
qualify yourself to bear the burdens of a
shepherd, or pastor of the flock, the better.

As a true shepherd, you should discipline



158

vourself to deal with minds, and give to the
flock of God each their portion of meat in
due season. You should be careful, and
study to have a store of practical subjects
that you have investigated, and can enter
into the spirit of, and can present in a
plain, forcible manner to the people, at tke
right time and place, as they need.

You have not been thoroughiy farnished
from the word of inspiration unto all good
works. When the flock hiave needed spirit-
ual food, you have frequently presented
some argumentative subject no more appro-
priate for the occasion than an oration
upon natiomal affairs.

If you would task your soul and educate
your mind to a knowledge of subjects which
the word of God has amply furnished you,
you could build up the cause of God by
feeding the flock with proper food, which
would give spiritual strength and health as
their wants required.

You have yet to learn the work of & true
ghepherd. When you understand this, you
will have sufficient weight upon you of the
cause and work of God, that you will not
be inclined to jest and Joke. and engage in
light and frivolous conversation. A minis-
ter of Christ, with a proper burden of the
work, and a high sense of the exalted char-
acter and sacredness of his mission, will not
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be inclined to lightness and trifling with the
lambs of the flock.

A true shepherd will have an interest in
all that relates to the welfare of the flock,
feeding them, guiding them, and defending
them. He will carry himself with great
wisdom, manifesting a tender consideration
for all, being courteous and compassionate
to all, especially the tempted, and afflicted,
and desponding. Instead of giving this
class the sympathy as their particular cases
have demanded, and as their infirmities
have required, you have shunned this class,
while you have drawn largely upon ethers for
sympathy. ‘“Even the Son of man came
not to be ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give his life a ransom for many.”
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, The serv-
ant i3 not greater than his lord; neither
he that is sent greater than he that sent
him.”” ¢ But made Himself of no reputa-
tion, and took upon him the form of a
servant, and was made in the likeness of
men.” “ We then that are strong ought
to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not
to please ourselves.”” ¢ Let every one of.
us please his neighbor for his good to edifi-
cation. For even Christ pleased not him-
self ; but as it is written, The reproaches of
them that reproached thee fell on me.”

It is not the work of a gospel minister to
lord it over God’s heritage, but in Jowliness
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of mind, with gentleness and long forbear-
ance, exhorting, reproving, rebuking, with
all long-suffering and doctrine.

How will the foregoing scriptures compare
with your past life? You have been culti-
vating a selfish temperament nearly all
your life. You married a woman of a
strong, set will. Her natural disposition
was supremely selfish. You were both
lovers of self. Uniting your interest did
not help the case of either, but increased
the peril of both. You were neither of you
conseientious. You neither of you had the
fear of God before you in a high sense.
Selfish love. and selfish gratification, have
been the ruling principle. You have both
had so little consecration to God that you
could not benefit each other. You have
each wanted your own way. You have
each wanted to be petted, and praised, and
waited upon.

The Lord saw your dangers, and sent
you warnings through testimony, time and
again, that your eternal interest was en-
dangered unless you overcame your love of
self, and conformed your will to the will of
God. Had you heeded the admonitions
and warnings from the Lord, had you
turned square about and made an entire
change, your wife would not now be in the
snare of the enemy, left of God to believe
the strong delusions of Satan. Had jyou
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followed the lizht God has given, you
would now.be a strong and efficient laborer
in the cause of God, qualified to accom-
plish tenfold more than you are now com-
petent to do. You have become weak be-
cause you have failed to cherish the light.

You hLave been able but a small part of
the time to discern the voice of the true
Shepherd from that of a stranger. Your
negiect to walk in the light has brought
darkness upon you, and your conscierce,
by being cfien violated, has become be-
numbed.

Your wife did not believe and follow the
light the Lord in mercy sent her. She
despised repreof, and herself closed the
~door tkrough which the voice of the Lord
was heard to counsel and warn her. Sa-
tan was pleazed, and there was nothing
to hinder him from insinuating himself into
her confidence, and, by his pleasing, flat-
tering decepiions, lf‘adm her captive at his
will.

The Loxd gave you a testimony that your
wife was a hindrance to you in your labors,
and that you should not have her accom-
pany you unless vou had the most positive
evidence that she was 2 converted woman,
transformed by the renewing of her mind.
You then felt that you had an excuse to
plead for a home, and made this testimony
your excuse, and worked accordingly, al-

Xumber 22. 11
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though you had no need of a home of your
own. Your wife had duties to do to her
parents, which she had neglected all her
life. If she, with a cheerful spirit, had
taken up this long-neglected duty, she
would not now be left captive to Satan, to
do his will, and corrupt her heart and soul
in his service.

Your want of a home was imaginary, like
many of your supposed wants. You ob-
tained the home your selfishness desired,
and you could leave your wife comfortably
situated. But God was preparing a final
test for her. The affliction of her mother
was-of that nature to arouse the sympathy
in the heart, if it was not thoroughly seared
and callous by selfishness. But thkis provi-
dence of God failed to arouse the filial love
of the daughter for her suffering mother.
She had no home cares to stand in her way,
no ckildren to share her love and care, and
her attention was devoted to her poor self.

The burden of care her father had to
bear was too much for his aged strergth,
and he was prostrated with keen sufferings.
Surely, then, if the daughter had a sensitve
spot in her heart, she could not help feel-
ing, and arousing to a sense of her duty to
share the burdens of her sister and her sis-
ter’'s husband. Dut she revealed by her
indifference, and by her shunning all the
care and burden that she well could, that
- her heart was well-nigh as unimpressible as
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a stone. To be close by her parents, and
yet be so indifferent, would tell against her.
She communicated the state of things to
her husband. Bro. was as gelfish as
his wife, and he sent an urgent request for
her to come to him. How did angels of
God, the tender, pitying, loving, minister-
‘ing angels, lock upon this act? The
daughter left for strangers to do those
tender offices that she should have cheer-
fully shared with her burdened sister. An-
gels looked with astonishment and grief
upon the scene, and turned from this selfish
woman. Evil angels took their place, and
she was led captive by Satan at his will.
She proved to be & great hindrance to her
busband; for she was a medium of Satan,
and his labors were of but little account.

The cause of God would have stood
higher in if that last effort had not
been made; for the work was not completed.
An interest was raised, but left to sink
where it could never be raised again.

I ask you, DBro. to compare
these scriptures relative to the work and
ministry of Jesus Christ with your course
of conduct through your Iabors as a gospel
minister, but mere especialiy in the instance
I have mentioned, where duty was too plain
for any mistake, if the conscience and af-
fections had not become paralyzed by along
course of continual selfishness and idolatry*
of self. ~ :




164

Tn the act of leaving your parents in
their suffering and necessity for help, the
church was obliged to take this burden, and
watch with the suffering members of Christ’s
body. You both, in this heartless neglect,
brought the frown of God upon yourselves.
God does not pass such things lightly by.
They are recorded by the angels. God can-
not prosper those who go directly contrary
to the plainest daty specified in his word,
showing the duty of children to their par-
ents. Children who feel under no more ob-
ligation to their earthly parents than you
have done, but can so easily step out from
the responsibilities upon them, will not
have due respect for their Heavenly Father.
They will not reverence or respect the
claims that God has upon them. If they
disrespect and dishonor their earthly par-
ents, they will not respect and love their
Creator. Your wife transgressed the fifth
precept of the decalogue in neglecting her
parents. < Honor thy father and thy
mother, that thy days may be long upon
the land which the Lord thy God giveth
thee.”” This is the first commandment with
promise. Those who dishonor or disrespect
their parents need not expect the blessing
of God will attend them. Our parents have
ciaims upon us that we cannot throw off or
lightly regard. But children who have not
been trained and controlled in childhood, and
have been permitted to make themselves
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the objects of their care, who have selfishly
sought their ease, and avoided burdens, be-
come heartless, and disrespect the claims of
their parents who watched over their earli-
est infancy.

Bro. , you have been celfish in
these things yourself, and greatly deficient
in duty. You have required attenticn and
care, but you have not given the same in re-
turn. You have been selfish and exacting,
and have frequently been unreasonable, and
given your wife occasion for trial. You
have both been unconsecrated and astonish-
ingly selfish. You have made but little
sacrifice for the truth’s sake. You have
avoided burdens as well as your wife, and
have occupied a position to be waited upon,
rather than to try to be as little burden as
possible.

Ministers of Christ should feel it a duty
binding upon tkem, if they receive the hos-
pitalities of their brethren or friends, to
leave a blessing with the family by seeking
to encourage and strengthen the members
of the family. They should not neglect the
duties of a pastor as they visit from house
to house. They skould become familiar
with every member of the family, that they
may understand the spiritual condition of
all, and vary their mannper of labor to meet
the case of each member of the family.
When a minister bearing the solemn mes-
sage of warning to the world receives the
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hospitable courtesies of friends and breth-
ren, and neglects the duties of a shepherd
of the flock, but is careless in bis example
aud deportment, and engages with the
young 1in trifling conversation, jesting and
joking, and relating humorcus anecdotes to
create a laugh, he is unworthy of being 2
gospel minister, and needs to be converted
before he should be intrusted with the care
of the sheep and lambs. DMMinisters who are
neglectful of the duties develving on a faith-
ful pastor give evidence that they are not
sanctified by the truths they present to oth-
ers, and should not be sustained as laborers
in the vineyard of the Lord till they have
a high sense of the sacredness of the work
of a minister of Jesus Ckrist.

When there are only evening meetings to
attend, there is much time that can be used
to great advantage in visiting from house to
house, meeting the people where they are.
And if ministers of Christ have the graces
of the Spirit, if they imitate the great Ex-
amplar, they will find access to hearts, and
will win souls to Christ. Some ministers
bearing the last message of mercy are too
distant. They do not improve the oppor-
tunities they have of gaining the confidence
of men and women who are unbelievers, by
their exemplary deportment, and their un-
selfish interest for the good of others, their
kindness, forbearance, humbleness of mind,
and their respectful courtesy. These fruits
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of the Spirit will exert a far greater influ-
ence than the preaching in the desk with-
out individual effort in families. But the
preaching of pointed, testing truths to the
pecple, and corresponding individual efforts
from house to house to back up pulpit ef-
fort, will greatly extend the icfiuence for
good, and souls will be converted to the
truth.

Some of our ministers carry too light re-
sponsibilities, and shun individual care and
burdens, and for this reascn they do not
feel the need of help from God as if they
lifted the burdens that the work of God and
our faith require them to lift. ~ When bur-
dens in this cause have to be borne, when
brought into strait places, they will feel
the need of living near to God, that they may
have confidence to commit their ways to
him, and in faith claim that kelp which God
alone can give. They will then be obtain-
ing an experience every day in faith and
trust, which is of the highest value to a gos-
pel minister. His work is more solemn and
sacred than ministers generally realize.
They should carry -a sanctified influence
with them. God requires that those who
minister in sacred things should be men who
feel jealous for his cause. The burden of
their work should be the salvation of souls.
Brother ———, you kave not felt as the
prophet describes: ¢ Let the priests, the
ministers of the Lord, weep between the
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perch and the altar, and let them say,
Spare thy people, O Lord, and give not
thine Leritage to reproach.” ¢ They that
sow in tears shall reap in joy.” ¢ He that
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious
seed, shall dcubtless come agaia with re-
joicing, hringing his sheaves with him.”

I was shown ia what marked contrast,
Bro. ————, has your course, in your la-
bors, been with the requirements of God’s
word. You have been careless in your
words, and in your deportment. The sheep
have had the burden to care for the shep-
herd, to warn, reprove, exhort, and weep
over the reckless course of their shepherd,
who, by accepting his office, acknowledges
he is mouth-piece for God. Yet he cares
far more for himself than ke does for the
poor sheep. You Lave not felt a burden
for souls.  You have not gone forth to your
tabors weeping, and praying for souls, that
sinners might be converted. Had you done
this, you wouid be sowing seed which would
spring up after many days, and bear fruit
to the glory of God. When there is no
work you can do by the fireside in conver-
sation aad priyer with families, you should
then show industry and economy of time,
and train yourseif to becar responsibilities
by useful employment.

You and your wife might have saved
yourselves many ill turns and been more
cheerful and happy, had you sought your
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ease less, and combined physical labor with
your study. Your muscles were made for
use, not to be inactive. (od gave to Adam
and Eve in Eden all that their wants re-
quired, yet their IHeavenly ITather knew
that they needed employment, in order to
retain their happiness. If you would ex-
ercise the rcuscles in laboring with your
hands some portion of each day, combining
labor with your study, your mind would be
Letter balanced, your thoughts would be of
a more pure and elevated character, and
-your sleep would be more natural and health-
ful.  Your head would be less confused and
stupid because of congested brain. Your
thoughts would be clearer upon sacred
truth, and your moral powers more vigor-
ous. You do not love labor; but it is for
your good to have more physical exercise
daily, which will quicken the sluggish blood
to healthful activity, and will carry you
above discontent and infirmities.

You should not neglect diligent study.
You should pray for light from Ged, that
he would cpen to your understanding the
treasures of his word, that you may be thor-
oughly furnished unto all good works.
You will never be in a position where it
is not necessary for ycu to watch and pray
carnestly in order to overcome your- beset-
wments. Bro. ——— you will need to
guard yourself continually to keep self out
of sight. You have encouraged a habit of



170

making yourself very prominent. You
~ dwell upon your family difficulties and your
poor health. In short, yourself has been
the theme of your conversation, and has
come in between you and your Saviour.

You should forget self, and hide behind
Jesus. Let the dear Saviour be magnified,
but lose sight of yourself. When you see
and feel your weakness, you will not see
that there is anything in yourself worthy of
notice or remark. The people have not
only been wearied, but disgusted, with your
preliminaries before you present your sub-
Jeet.  In every case, when you speak to
the people, where you mention your family
trials, you lower yourself in the estimation
of the people, and suggest suspicions that
you are not 21l right.

You have the example of ministers who
have exalted themselves, and who have cov-
eted praise from the people. They were
petted and flattered by the indiscreet, until
they became exalted and self-sufficient, and
trusted in their own wisdom, and made
shipwreck of faith. They thought that
they were so popular that they could take
almost any course, and yet retain their
popularity. Here has been your presump-
tion. When the deportment of a minister
of Christ gives gossiping tongues facts as
subject matter to discuss, and their moral-
ity is seriously questioned, they should not
call this jealousy or slander. You should
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be cautious how you encourage a habitual
train of thought from which habits are
formed, that will prove your ruin. Mark
those whose course you should abhor, and
then forbear to take the first step in the di-
rection they have traveled.

You have been self-sufficient, blinded,
and deluded by the devil, so that you could
not discern your weakness and many errors.
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance; against such
there isno law. And they that are Christ’s
have crucified the flesh with the affections
aud lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us
also walk in the Spirit. Let us not be de-
sirous of vainglory, provoking one another,
envying one another.”

I was shown fields of labor. Towns,
cities, and villages, everywhere, should hear
the message of warning; for all will be
tested and proved upon the message of
present truth. A great work is to be done,
but the laborers who enter these fields
should be men of sound judgment, who
know how to deal with minds. They should
be men of patience, kindness, and courtesy,
who have the fear of God before them.

You have frequently gained the confi-
dence of the people, and then, if, by your
careless deportment, or by some injudicious
moves, by severity, or by an overbearing
spirit, you lose their confidence, more harm
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effort had been made. Great injury has
been done to the cause of God by ministers
moving from impulse. Some are easily
stirred, and frequently become irritated;
and, if abused, they retaliate. This is
just what Satan exults to have them do.
The enemies of truth triumph over this
weakness in 2 minister of Christ; for it is
a reproach to the cause of present truth.
Those who show this weakness of character
do not rightly represent the truth, or the
ministers of our faith. The indiscretion of
one minister throws a cloud of suspicion upon
all, and makes the labors of those who fol-
low after them exceedingly difficult.

Dro. —, When you go out to engage
in labor in a new field, you love to dwell
upon the argumentative, because you have
educated your mind for this kind of labor.
But your labors have not been one-tenth
part as valuable as they would have been,
had you qualified yourself by practical ex-
perience to give the peeple discourses upon
practicz] subjects.  You need to become a
learner in the school of Christ, that you
may experience practical godliness.  When
you have the saving power of truth in your
own soul, you cannot forbear feeding the
flock of God with the same practical truths
which have made joyful in God your own
heart. Practical and doctrinal should be
combined, in order to impress the hearts
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with the importance of yielding to the
claims of truth after the understanding is
convinced by the weight of evidence. The
servants of Christ should imitate the exam-
ple of the Master in the manner of their
labor. They should constantly keep before
the people in the best manrer to be com-
prehended by them, the necessity of practi-
cal godliness, bringing them, as did our
Saviour in his teachings, to see the neces-
sity of religious principle and righteousness
in their every-day life.

Tke people arc not fed by the ministers
of popular churches, and souls are starving
for food that will nourish and give spiritual
life.

Your life has not been marked with hum-
bleness of mind and meekness of deport-
ment. You love God in word, but not in
deed and in truth. Your dignity is easily
hurt.

Ministers should feel the sanctificaiion of
the truth first upon their own hearts and in
their own lives, then their pulpit efforts will
be enforced by their example out of the
desk.  Ministers need themselves to be
softened and sanctified before God can in a
special manner work with their efforts.

You have let slip the golden opportunity
to gather a harvest of souls, because it was
impossible for God to work with your ef-
forts; for your heart was not right with
pim. Your spirit was not pure before Him
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who is the embodiment of purity and holi-
ness. If you regard iniquity in your
heart, the Lord will not hear your prayer.
Our God is a jealous God. He knoweth
the thoughts, and the imagination, and
devices, of the heart. You have fol-
lowed your own judgment, and made a
sad failure when you might have had sue-
cess. There is, Bro. ———, too much at
stake in these efforts to do the work negli-
gently or recklessly. Souls are being
tested upon important, eternal truth, and
what you may say or do will have influence
to balance the decisions they make either
for or agairst the truth. When you should
have been in humility before God, pleading
for him to work with your efforts, feeling
the weight of the cause and the value of
souls, you have chosen the society of young
ladies, regardless of the sacred work of
God, and your office as a minister of the
gospel of Christ. You were standing be-
tween the living and the dead; yet you
have engaged in light and frivolous conver-
sation, and jesting and joking.

How can ministering angels be round
about you, and shed ligzht upon you, and
impart strengthto you? When you should
be secking to find ways and means to en-
lighten the minds of those in error and
darkness, you are pleasing yourself, and
are too selfish to engage in a work you
have no inclination or love for. If our po-
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sition is criticised by those who are investi-
gating, you have but little patience with
them. You give them frequently 2 short,
severe reply, as though they had no busi-
ness to search closely, but must take al
that is presented as truth, witheut investi-
gating for themselves. You have turned
many souls in your ministerial labors away
from. the truth by your manner of treating
them. You have not zlways been impa-
tient and unapproacbable, but when you
feel like it, you will take time to answer
questions candidly ; but frequently you are
uncourteous and exacting.  You are pettish
and irritable like a child.

A concealed golden wedge and a Baby-
lonish garment troubled the entire camp of
Israel in bringing the frown of God upon
the people because of the sin of one man.
Thousands were slain upon the battle field
because God weuld not bless and prosper =
people where there was even onc sinmer
among them who transgressed his word.
This sinner was znot in holy office, yot a
jealous Ged could not go forth with the
armies of Israel to battle with these con-
cealed sins in their midst.

Notwithstanding the apostles’ warning is
before us, ¢ Abstain from all appearance of
evil,” yet some persisted in pursuing a course
unbecoming Christians.

God requires his people to be holy,
to keep themselves separate from the works
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of darkness, to be pure in heart and life,
and unspotted from the world. The chil-
dren of God by faith in Christ, are his
chosen people; and when they stand upon
the hely ground of Bible truth, they will be
saved from feilowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness.

Bro. , you have stood directly in
the way of the work of Ged. You have
brought great darkness and dizcourage-
ment upon the cause of God. You have
been blinded by the devil. You have
worked for sympathy, and have obtained it.
Had you stood in the light, you could have
discerned the power of Satan at work to
deceive and destroy ycu. The children of
God do not eat and drink to please the ap-
petite, but to preserve life and strength to
do their Master’s will. They clothe them-
selves for health, not for display or to
keep pace with changing fashion. The de-
sire of the eye and the pride of life are ban-
ished from their wardrobes and from their
houses, from principle. They wiil move
from godly sincerity, and their conversation
will be elevated and heavenly.

Bro. , God is very pitiful, for he un-
derstands our weskness and our tempta-
tions; and when we come to him with
broken hearts and contrite spirits, he ac-
cepts our repentance, and a3 we take hold
of his strength tomake peace with him, he
promises that we shall make peace with him.
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Oh! what gratitude, what joy, should we
feel that God is merciful !

You have failed to rely upon the strength
of God. You have dwelt upon yourself;
and made yourself the theme of conversation
and of your thoughts. Your trials have
‘been magnified to yourself and others, and
your mind has been diverted from the truth,
From the Pattern which we are required to
copy, to weak Bro. .

When you should have been feeling the
worth of sculs and seekirg opportunities to
present the truth, to individuals when out
of the desk, you have not felt the responsi-
bility devolving upon a gospel minister.
Jesus and righteousness were not your
themes, and many opportunities were lost
that might, if improved, have decided more
than a score of souls to give all for Christ
and the truth. But the burden you would
not lift. There was pastoral labor involving
a cross which you would not engage in.

I saw angels of God watching the impres-
sions you make and the fruits you bear out
of meeting, and your general influence
upon believers and unbelievers. I saw
these angels vail their faces in sadness, and
turn from you reluctantly in sorrow. Fre-
quently you were engaged in matters of
minor consequence, and when you had ef-
forts to make which required the vigor of
all your energies, clear thought and earnest

Namber 22 12
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prayer, you followed your pleasure, your
inclination, and trusted to your own strength
and wisdom to _meet, not men alone, but
principalities and powers, Satan and his an-
gels. This was doing the work of God
negligently, and placing the truth and cause
of God in jeopardy, periling the salvation
of souls.

An entire change must take place with
you before you can be intrusted with the
work of God. You should comsider your
life a solemn reality, and that it is no idle
dream. As a watchman upon the walls of
Zion, you are answerable for the souls of
the people. You should settle into God.
You move without due consideration. You
move from impulse rather than from princi-
ple. You have not felt the positive neces-
sity of training your mind. You have not
felt the necessity in your own case of cruci-
fying the cld man with the affections and
lusts. You need to be balanced by the
weight of God’s Spirit, that all your move-
ments may be regulated by his Spirit. You
are now uncertain in all you undertake.
You do and undo. You build up, and then
you tear down. You kindle an interest,
and then from lack of consecration and di-
vine wisdom you quench it. You have not
been strengthened, established, and settled.
You have had but little faith. You have
not lived a life of prayer. You have needed
so much to link your life with God, and
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then you will not sow to the flesh and reap
corruption in the end.

Jesting, joking, and worldly conversation
belong to the world. Christians who have
the peace of God in their hearts, will be
cheerful and happy without indulging in
levity or frivolous talk. While watching
unto prayer, they will have a serenity and
peace which will elevate them above all su-
perfluities. The mystery of godliness,
opened to the mind of the minister of Christ,
will raise him above earthly and sensual
enjoyments. He wiil be a partaker of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is irtthe world through lust. The ecom-
munication open between God and his soul
will make him fruitful in the knowledge of
his will, and open before him ireasures of
practical subjects that he can present to the .
people, which will not cause levity or the
gemblance of 2 smile, but will solemnize the
mind, touch the heart, and arouse the
moral sensibilities to the sacred claims God
has upon the affeciions and life. Those
who labor in word and doctrine should be
men of God, pure in heart and life.

You are in the greatest danger of bring-
ing 2 reproach upon the cause of God.
Satan knows your weakness. His angels
communicate your weak points to those who
are deceived by his lying wonders, and they
are already counting you as one of their
numbers. Satan exults to have you pursue
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an unwise course, because you place your-
self upon his ground, and give him advan-
tage over you. Satan well knows that the
indiscretion of men who advocate the law of
God will turn souls from the truth. You
bave not taken upon your soul the burden
of the work, and labored carefully and ear-
nestly in private to favorably impress minds
in regard to the truth. You frequently
make yourself enemics by your ebrupt man-
ners. You too frequently become impatient,
irritable, and childish. Unless you are on
your guard, you prejudice souls against the
truth. Unless you are a transformed man,
and will carry outin your life the principles
of the sacred truths you present ir the desk,
your labors will amount to but little. You
have a weight of responsibility resting upon
you. Itis the watchman’s duty to ever be
at his post, watching for souls as they that
must give an account. If your mind is di-
verted from the great work, if unholy
thoughts fill the mind, if selfish plens and
projects rob of sleep, and in consequence
the mental and physical strength is lessened,
you sin against your cwn soul and against
God. Your discernment is blunted, and sa-
cred things are placed upon a level with
common. God is dishonored, his cause re-
proached. The good work you might have
done had you made God your trust is mar-
red. Had you preserved the vigor of your
powers to-put the strength of your brain
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and entire being in the important work of
God without- reserve, you would have real-
ized 2 much greater work, and it would have
been more perfectly done.

Your labors have been defective. A
master workman cngages his men to do for
him a very nice and valuable job, which re-
quires study and much careful thought.
They know as Lney agree to do the work
that, in order to comthh the task aright,
all their faculties need to be arouced and
in the very best condition to put forth their
best efforts. Dut one man of the company
is ruled by perverse a“petlte. He loves
strong drink. Day after day he gratifies-
his desire for stimulus; and while under
the influence of this stlmulua, the brain is
clouded, the nerves weakened, and his hands
are unstezdy. He continues his labor day
after day, and nemly ruins the job intrusted
to him. That moan forfeited his wages, and
did 2lmost irrep urabxe mmry tohis employer.
He has, through his unfaithfulness, lost the
confidence of his master, as well as his fel-
low-workmen. He was intrusted with a
great re@oor‘%)ﬂx*v and. in accepting this
trust, ke ack nov.ledoad that he was compe-
tent to do the work according to the direc-
tions given by his employer. But through
his own love of self, the appetite wag in-
dulged and the consequences risked.

Your case, Bro. ———, has been similar
to this. The accountability of a minister
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of Christ, warning the world of a coming
Judgment, is as much more important as
eternal things are of more consequence than
temporal. If the minister of the gospel
yields to his inclination rather than to be
guided by duty, if he indulges self at the
expense of spiritual strength, and as the
result moves indiscreetly, souls will, in the
Judgment, arise up to condemn him for his
unfaithfulness. The blood of soulsis found
in his garments. It may seem to the un-
consecrated minister 2 small thing to be
fitful, impulsive, and uncensecrated ; to build
up, and then to tear down; to dishearten,
distress, and discourage, the very souls that
the truth he has presented has converted.
It is a sad thing to lose the confidence of
the very ones he has been laboring to save.
The result of an uawise course pursued by
the minister, will never be fully understood
until the minister sees as God seeth.

—_——

A Eetter.

Bro. , I was shown, December 10,
1871, that there were sericus defects in your
character which, unless seen and overcome, will
‘prove your ruin; and you will not only be
weighed in the balances of the sanctuary, and
found wanting yourself, but your influence will
determine the destiny of others. Youare either
zathering with Christ or scattering abroad.

I was shown that you have a deeply rooted
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love for the world. The love of money is the
root of zll evil. You flatter yourself that you
are about right, when you are not. God seeth
not as man seeth. He looks at the heart. His
ways are not our ways, nor his thoughts our
thoughts. Your great care and apxiety is to
acquire means. This absorbing passicn has been
increasing upon you until it is overbalaccing
your love of the truth. Your soul is being cor-
rupted through your love ¢f money. Your love
for the truth and the advancement of the cause
of truth is very weak. Your earthly treasures
claim and hold your affections.

You have a knowledge of the truth ; you are
not ignorant of the claims of Seripture; you
know your Master’s will, for he has plainly re-
vealed it. But your heart is not inclired to
follow the light which shines upen your path-
way. You have 2 large measure of self conceit.
Your love for yourself is greater than your love
for the cause of present truth. Your self-confi-
dence and your selfsufiiciency will certainly
prove your ruin, unless you can see your weak-
ness, your errors, and reform.  You are abitrary.
You have a set will of your cwa to rmaintain,
and although the opinions of cthers may be cor-
rect, and your judgment wrong, yet you are no$
the man to yield. You held firmly to your ad-
vanced opinicn, irrespective of the judgment of
others. I wish you could see the danger of pur-
suing the eourse you have. If your eyes could
be enlightened by the Spirit of God, you would
see these things clearly. Your wife loves the
truth, and skbe is a practical woman, and a woman
of principle. You do not appreciate the value
of your wife. She has worked hard for the mut-
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ual good of the family, and you have not given
‘her your confidence.  You have nct counseled
with her as was your duty. You keep your
matters very much to yourself. You do notlove
to open your heart to your wife, and let her
know your exercises of mind, and your real faith
and feelings. Ycu are secretive. Your wife
does not hsld the honored place in your family
that she deserves, and that she is capable of
fillinz.

You feel that your wife should uot interfere
with your arrangements and plans, and you too
frequently set your wiil and plans of operation
in opposition to those of your wife. You act as
though your wife’s identity should be submerged
in you. You are not satisfied to have her act as
though she had an individuality, 2rd an identity
of her own. God holds her accountable for her
individuality. You cannot save her. She can-
not save you. She has a ccnscience of her own
which she must be guided by. You are too
willing to be conscience for your wife, and, some-
times, for your children. God has claims upon
your wife higher than you can have. She must
form 2 character for herself, and she is account-
able to Gred for the character she develops.

You have a character to form, and you are ac-
ceuntable to God fur the character you develop.
You have a controlling infiuence, a dictato-
rial spirit, which is not in accordance with the
will of God. You must cease to be so exacting.
You have prided yourself wpon your fine taste
and organization. You have nice ideas, but
you have not carried this exact and fine percep-
tion in your character, or in your deportment.
You have failed to perfect 2 symmetrical char-
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acter. You have good ideas of order and ar-
rangement, but all these nice qualities of the
micd have become blunted by being perverted.
You have rot complied with the conditions laid
down in the word of Ged for becoming a son of
God. All the promises of God are upon condi-
tions. ¢ Come out from among them, and be
ve separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons
and daughters, saith tke Lord Almighty. Hav-
ing these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”
This experience you have yet to obtain. You
love to get into the company of unbelievers, and
hear them talk, and talk yourself. Jesus could
not be glorified with your conversation; and if
you had the spirit of Jesus, you could not have
been so much in the society of those who had
no love for the truth of God.

You bave felt that there were hindrances to
your children’s becoming Christians. You have
felt that others were to blame. Buat do not de-
ceive yourself~in regard to this matter. Your
influence as a father has been sufficient, if there
was nothing else to hinder, to stand in their
way. Your exampleand your conversation have
been of that character that your children could
not believe that your course was consistent with
your profession. Your conversation- with un-
believers has been so light—jesting, joking, and
of a low order—that your influence could never
elevate them. Your deal with others has not
always been strictly honest. You have not loved
God with all your heart, mind, and strength,
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and your neighbor as yourself. You would, if
in your power, advantage yourself at your neigh-
bor’s disadvantage. ILvery dollar which comes
to you in this manner will carry with it a curse
which you will feel sooner or later. Ged marks;
he does not pass over one act of injustice, be it
done to believer or unbeliever. Your dispesition
of acquisitiveness is to you a snare. Your deal
with your fellow-men cannot endure the test of
the Judgment.

Your Christian character is spotted with ava-
rice. These spots will have to be removed, or
you will lose eternal life. We each have a work
to do for the DMaster. We each have talents to’
improve. The humblest and poorest of the disci-
ples of Jesus can be a blessing to others. They
may not realize that they are doing any special
good, but they may start waves of blessing by
their unconscious influence, which shall deepen,
and widen, and they never know the happy re-
sult cf their words and consistent deportment,
until the final distribution of the rewards. They
did not feel or know that they were .doing any-
thing great. They were not required to weary
themselves with anxieties about success. They
had only to go forward, not with many words,
and vain glorying, and boasting, but quietly,
faithfully doing the work which God’s providence
assigned to them. They will not lose their re-
ward. Thus will it be in your case. The me-
morialof your life wiil be written in the book of
records; and, if you are finally an overcomer,
there will be souls saved through your efforts,
by your self denial, your good words, and con-
sistent Christian life. And in the final distribu-
tion of rewards to all as their works have been,
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redeemed sculs will call you blessed, and the
Master will say ¢ Well dene, good and faithful
servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

The world indeed is full of hurry, of pride, of
gelfishness, avarice and viclence, and it may
seem to us that it is 2 waste of time and breath
to be ever in season and out of season, on all oc-
casions to hold curselves in readiness to speak
words that are gentle, right, pure, elevating,
cheste and holy, in the face of the whirlwind
of confusicn, and bustle, and strife. And yet
words fitly spoken, coming from sanctified hearts
and lips, sustained by a godly consistent Chris-
tian deportment, will be as apples of gold in
pictures of silver. You have been as one of the
vain talkers, and have appeared as cne of the
world. In your words and actions you have been
careless, and sometimes reckless in your conver-
sation, and have lowered yourseif as a Chkristian
in the opinion of unbelievers. You have some-
times spoken of the truth; but your words have
not borne that serious, anxious interest that
would affect the heart. They have been accom-
panied with light, trivial remarks, that would
lead those with whem you converse to decide
that vour faith was not genuine, and that you
did not believe the truths you profess. Words
in favor of the truth, spcken in the caim self
possession of a right purpose, and from a pure
beart, will do much to disarm opposition 2nd win
souls. A harsh, seifish, denuaciatory spirit, will
only drive farther from the truth and awaken a
gpirit of opposition.

You are not to wait for great ocecasions, cr to
expect extraordinary obilities before you work
in earnest for find. Ycu need not have s
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thought of what the world will think of you.
If your intercourse with them, and your godly
conversation, are a living testimony to them of
your purity, and sincerity of faith, and they are
convinced that you desife to berefit them, your
words will not be whelly lest upon them, but
will be productive of goad.

The ‘servant of Jesus Christ, in any depart-
ment of the Christian service, by precept and by
examwple, will have asaving influence upon others.
The good seed sown may lie in 2 werldly, eold,
and selfish heart for some time without evidenc-
ing that it has taken root; but frequently the
Spirit of God operates upon that heart, and wa-
ters it with the dew of heaven, and the. long-
hidden seed springs up ard finally bears fruit to
the glory of God. We know ot in ocur life-
work which shall prosper, this or that. These
are not questions for us poor mortals to seitle.
We are to do our work, leaving the result with
God. If you were ignorant, and in darkness,
you would not be as guilty. But you have had
great light. You have heard much truth, but
you are not a doer of the word.

Christ’s life is the pattern for us ail. His
example of self denial, self-sacrifice and disin-
terested benevolence, i3 for us to follow. The
entire life of Christ isan infinite demonstration
of his great love acd condescension to save sin-
ful man.  Love one anoiher, as I bave Isved you,
says Christ. How will our life of self denial,
and sacrifice, and benevolence, bear comparison
with the life of Christ. ¢ Ye are” says Christ,
addressing his disciples, ¢ the light of the worid.”
“Ye are the salt of the earth.” If this is our
privilege, and also our duty, and we are bodies
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of darkness and of unbelief, what a fearful re-
sporsibility we assume. We may be channels
of light or of darkness. If we have neglected to
improve the light God has given us, and have
failed to advance in knowiedge and true holiress
as the light has directed the way, we are guilty,
and in darkress according to the Jight and truth
we have neglected to improve. In these days
of iniquity and peril, the character acd works of
professed Christians wiil not generally bear the
test, nor endure the exposure, when examined
by the light that now shines upon them. There
is no concerd between Christ acd Belial.  Thers
is po communion between light and darkness.
How then can the spirit of Christ and the spirit
of the werld be in harmony? The Lord our
God is a jezlous God. He requires the sincere
affection and unreserved confidence of those who
profess tc love him. Says the psaimist, “If I
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not
hear me.”

You have stood direcily in the way of the
salvation of your children. You lay their in-
difference to religious things to other causes
than the true. Your example is a stumbling-
block to your children. They know by your
fruits, by your words and works, that you do net
believe 1n the near coming of Christ. Some of
your children do not Lesitate to make sport of
the idea of the near coming of Ckrist, and of the
shortness of time. Tkey, take great satisfaction
when you drive a sharp bargain. They think
father is keen in a trade, and that nobody can
et the better of you. They are foilowing in your
fcotsteps. Taith without works is dead, being
alone.  Momey has given you power, and you
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have used that power to take advaatage of the
necessities of cthers. Your speculations in your
business life have not been honest. You have
not been just with your fellow-men. You have,
by your trades, sacrificed your reputation zs 2
Christian, and as an honest man. Means that
came into your possession by fair trading, did
not come fast enough to satisfy your thirst for
gain, and you have frequently made the poor
man’s burdens heavier, by taking advantage of
his. necessity to increase your property.  Look
carefully, Bro. You are making fearftl
losses for earthly gain. You are losing manly
integrity and heavenly virtue, in the hour of
temptation. Is this gain? or loss? Are you
richer or poorer for all such increase ? To you it
is a fearful loss, for it takes just so much from the
treasure you might have been accumulating in
Heaven.

Every opportunity to help a brother in need,
or to aid the cause of Ged in the spread of the
truth, is a pearl that you can send beforehand
and deposit in the bank of Heaven for safe keep-
ing. God is testing you. He is proving you.
God has been giving his blessings to you with a
lavish hard, and is now watching to see what
use you are making of them. If you help those
who need help, if you feel the worth of souls
and do what you can with the means God has
intrusted to you, every opportunity improved
adds to your heavenly treasure. But love of
self has led you to prefer earthly possessions to
the sacrifice of the heavenly. You choose the
treasures that moth and rust doth corrupt to the

treasures enduring as eternity. The gem of .
tender compassion, and to bless others, is offered

.
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to your acceptance, but your eyes are £0 blinded
by the god of this world you cannot discern the
blessings of doing good, of being rich in good
works, ready to distribute, willing to commu-
nicate, laying up for yourself a gosd foundation -
against the time to come, that you may lay hold
on eternal life. You are mneglecting to avail
yourself cf precious opportunities to secure the
heavenly treasure, at the peril of your soul
Are you really richer for your penuriousness
and close managing? God is proving you. It
is for you to determine whether you will come
out gold or valueless dross. Should your proba-
tion close to night, how stands your life-record?
Not a dollar could you take with you of what
you have gained. The curse of every upjust
act will attend you. Your sharpress in trade
when viewed in the mirror that God will present
before you, will not lead to self congratulation.
Coveteousncss is idclatry.

Your cnly hope is to humble your heart be-
fore God. ¢ For what shall it profit a man, if
he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ?
or what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul ?” I entreat of you, Do not close your eyes
to your danger. Do not be blind to the higher
interests of the -soul, to the blessed and glorious
prospects of the better life. The anxious, bur-
dened gain-seekers of this world are blind and in-
sane. They turn from the immortal, imperishable
treasure to this world. The glitter and tinsel
of this world captivate their senses, and eternal
things are not valued. They labor for that
which satisfisth zot. They sperd their money
for that which is not bread, when Jesus offers
them peace, and hope, and infinite blessings, for
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a life of obedience. All the treasures of the
-earth would not be rich enough to buy these
precicus gifts. Yet many are insane, and turn
from the heavenly inducement. Christ will
keep the names of all who count no sacrifice too
costly to be offered upon the altar of faith and
love to him. He sacrificed all for fallen hu-
manity. The names of the obedient, seif sacri-
ficing, and faithful, shall be engraved upon the
palms of his hands, and they will not be spued
from his mouth, but taken in his lips, and he
will especially plead in their behalf before the
Father. They will be remembered. When the
selfish and proud are forgotten, their names
shall be immecrtalized. In order to be happy
ourselves, we must live to make others happy.
Better is it for us to yield our possessions, tal-
ents, and affections, in grateful devotion to
Christ, and in that way find happiness here, and
immortal giory hereafter.

The long night of watching, of toil, and
hardship, is npearly past. Christ is soon to
come. Get ready, The angels of God are
seeking to attract you from yourself, and from
earthly things. Let them not labor in vain.
Faith, living faith, you want; faith that works
by love and purifies the soul. Remember Cal-
vary, the infinite and awitl sacrifice there made
for man. Jesus now invites you to come to
him just as you are, and make him your
strength and everlasting friend.

E. G. W.



