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. 7 » DRESS.
* DEAR BRETHREN AND SisTERY: My ipolo-

» gy for calling yqur attetition again to the sub- -
ject of dress, is, that some do not seend fo un--
~.derstand what Thave-beforé,wriptgn, and an

-effort.i¢"side by those who, perhaps, do not -
wish to believe what [ have written, to make
confusion in our churches upon this important

~ subject. Many letters have been written to
_.me, stating :difficulties, which I have not had

. time to answer; and how to answer the many

‘¥ vinquiries, I give the following statements,
" which it is hoped will forever put the subject
at rest, so far as my testimonies are concerned.
Some contend that what I wrote in Testi-

mony for the Church, No.-10, does not agree
with my testimony in the work entitled, How

to Live. They were written from the same
view, hence thiey are not two views, onecon-
tradicting the other, as some may imagine;
but if there is any difference, it is simply in
the form of expression. In Testimony to the

Church, No. 10, I stated as follows:

“No occasion should be given to unbeliev-

ers to reproach ourfaith.. We are considered
odd and singular, and should not take any

- -,
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course to lead unbelievers to think us more so
than our faith requires us to be.

«If some who believe the truth should think
it would be more healthful for.the sisters to
adopt-the American Costume, yet if that mode
of dress should cripple our influence among
unbelievers that we could not so readily gain

_nccess to them, we should by no means adopt
that mode of dress, if we suffered much in con-
sequence. Bntsome are decéived in thinking
theré is so much benefit to be received from
this costume. Where it may prove a benefit -
to some, to others it is an injury.

« T saw that God’s order has been reversed,
and his special directions disregarded, by
those who adopt the Ameérican Costume.

«T was referred to- Deut. xxii, 5. ‘The
woman shall not wear that which pertaineth
unto a man, neither shall a man put on a
woman’s garment, for all that do so are abom-
ination unto the Lord thy God.’

“ God would not have his people adopt the
so-called Dress Reform. Itisimmodest appar-
el, wholly unfitted for modest, humble females
who are Christ’s followers.

« Ap influence is increasing to have women
in their appearance and dress as near like the
other sex as possible, and fashion their dress
very much like the men, but God pronounces
it abomination. ¢In like manner also that
women adorn themselves in modest apparel,
with shamefacedness and sobriety.” 1 Tim.
ii, 9.

« Those who feel called out to join the
movement of Women’s Rights, and the so-
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called Dress Reform, might as well sever all
connection with the third angel’s message.
The spimt which attends the one cannot be in
harmony with the other. The Scriptures are
plain upon the relations and rights of women
and men. Spiritualists have, t6 quite an ex-
tent, adopted -this sipgular mode of dress.
Seventh-day . Adventists, who believe in the
restoration of the gifts, are often branded as
Spiritualists. ' Let them adopt’this costume,
and their influene is dead. The'people would
not listen to them, but would place them on a
level with Spiritualists. 5
“ With, the so-called Dress Reform, there
goes a spirit of levity and of boldness just in
keeping with the dress. Modesty and reserve
seem to depart from many of them as they
adopt that manner of dress. 1 was shown
that God would have us take a course con- )
~ sistent and explainable.. 'Let the sisters adopt
~ the American Costnme, and they destroy their
own influence and that of their husbands.
They would be a by-word and a derision. Our
Saviour says, ¢ Ye are the light of the world.
Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in Heaven.” R
“ There is a great work for us to do in the
world, and God would not have us take a
course to lessen or destroy our influence with
the world.” L
The foregoing was given me asa reproof to
those who are inclined to adopt a style of dress &
resembling that worn by men; but at the same *
time I was shown the evils of the commoii:
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style of woman’s dress, and to correct these,
also gave the following from Testimony to the
Church, No. 10: . .

“ We do not think it in accordance with our
faith to dress in the American Costume, or
wear hoops, or go to an extreme in wearing
long dresses, which sweep the sidewalks and
streets. If females would wear their dresses
80 as to clear the filth of the streets aninch or
two, their dresses would be modest, and kept
cleanly much more easily, and would wear
longer. Such a dress would be in accordance
with our faith.”

I will now give an extract from what I have
said upon this subject: .

« Christians should not take pains to make
themselves gazing-stocks by dressing differ-
ently from the world. But if, in accordance
with their faith and .duty in respect to their
dressing modestly and healthfully, they find
themselves out of fashion, they should not
change their dress in order to be like the
world ; but they should manifest a noble in-
dependence, and moral courage to be right, if
all the world differ from them. If the world
introduce a modest, convenient, and healthful
mode of dress, which is in accordance with
the Bible, it will not change our relation to
" God, or to the world, to adopt such a style of
dress. Christians should follow Christ, ands
conform their dress to God’s word. They
should shun extremes. They should humbly
pursue a straightforward cowrse, irrespective
of applause or of censure, and should cling to
the right, because of its own merits.
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“ Women should clothe their limbs with re-
gard to health and comfort. They need to
have theit limbs and feet clad as warmly as
men. The length of the fashionable female
dress is objectionable for several reasons.

“1, It is extravagant and unnecessary to
have the dress of that length that it will sweep
the sidewalks and streets.

“2. A dress thus long gathers dew from

the grass, and®*mud from the streets, which
makes it uncleanly. .
. “8. Inits bedraggled conditich it comes in
" contact with the sensitive ankles, which are
not sufficiently protected, quickly chilling
them, and #s one of the greatest causes of ca.
tarrh, and of scrofulous swellings, and endan-
gers health and life. '

“ 4. The unnecessary length is an addition-
al weight upon the hips and bowels.

¢ 5. It hinders the walking, and is also often
in other people’s way.

¢ There is still another style of dress which
will be adopted by a class of so-called Dress
Reformers.” They will imitate the opposite
sex, as nearly as possible. They will wear
the cap, pants, vest, coat, and boots; the last
of which is the most sensible part 6f the cos-
tume. Those who adopt and advocate this
style of dress, are carrying the §o-called Dress
Reform to very objectionable lengths. Con-
fusion will be the result. Some who adopt
this costume may be correct in their views: in
general upon the health question, and. they
could be instrumental in accomplishing vastly .
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more good if they did not carry the matter of
dress to such extremes.

¢Tn this style of dress God’s order hasbeen
reversed, and his-special directions disregard-
ed. Deut. xxii, 5. ‘The woman shall not
wear that which pertaineth unto a man, nei-
ther shall 2 man put on a woman’s garment;
for all that do so are abomination unto the
Lord thy God. This style of dress, God
would not have his people adopt. It is not
modest apparel, and is not at all fitting for
modest, humble, females, who profess to be
Christ’s followers. God’s prohibitions are
lightly regarded by all who would advocate
the doing away of the distinction of dress be-
tween males and females. The extreme posi-
tion taken by some Dress Reformers upon this
subject, cripples their influence.

«’God designed there should be a plain dis-
tinction between male and female dress, and
has considered the matter of sufficient import-
ance to give explicit directions in regard to
it; for the same dress worn by both sexes
would causc confusion, and great increase of
crime. St. Paul would utter a rebuke, were
he alive, and should behold females professing
godliness with this style of dress. ‘In like
manner also, that women adorn themselves in
modest apparel, with shamefacedness and so-
briety ; not with broided hair, or gold, or
pearls, or costly array; but (which becometh
‘women professing godliness) with good works.
Theé mass of professed Christians utterly dis-
regard the teachings of the Apostles, and wear
gold, pearls and costly array.



7

“God’s loyal people are the light of the
world, and the salt of the earth. And thev
should ever remember that their influence i
of value. Were they to exchange the ex-
treme long, for the extreme short dress, they
would, to a great extent, destroy their influ-
ence. Unbelievers, whom it is their duty to
benefit, and seek to bring to the Lamb of God,
would be disgusted. Many improvement:
can be made in the dress of females in refes-
ence to health,  without making so great »
change as to disgust the beholder.

“The female form should not be compress-
ed in. the least with corsets and whale bones. .
The dress should be perfectly easy that th-
lungs and heart may have healthy action.
The dress should reach ‘somewhat below th::
. top of the boot; but should be short enougl:

- .to-elear the filth of the sidewalk and street,

- without being raised by the hand. * A stili.
shorter dress than this would be proper, con-
venient, and healthfual for females, when doing; .
their housework, and especially, for those wo-
men who are obliged to perform more or less .
out-of-door labor.” With this. style of dress,
one light skirt, or at most, two, are all that i«
necessary, and these should be buttoned on to
a waist, or suspended by straps. The hips
were not formed to bear heavy weights.
The bheavy skirts worn by females, -theis -~
weight dragging down upon” the hips,’ hav e
been the cause of various diseases, whieh=ake
not easily cured, because the sufferers * @eni. -
to be ignorant of the cause which has produc-’
ed them, and they continue to violate the
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laws of their being by girding the waists and
wearing heavy skirts, until they are made
life-long invalids: Many will immediately ex-
claim, ¢ Why, such a style of dress would be
old-fashioned ! What if it is? I wish we
could be old-fashioned in many respects. If
we could have the old-fashioned strength that
characterized the old-fashioned women of past
generations it would be very desirable. I
do not speak unadvisedly when 1 say that
the way in which women clothe themselves,
together with their indulgence of appetite, is
the greatest cause of their present feeble, dis-
eased condition. There is but one woman in
a thousand who clothes her limbs as she should.
‘Whatever may be the length of the dress, fe-
males should clothe their limbs as thoroughly
as the males. This may be done by wearing
lined pants gathered into a band and fastened
about the ankle, or made full and tapering at
the bottom; and these. should come down
long enough to meet the shoe. The limbs
and ankles thus clothed are protected against
a current of air. If the limbs and feet are
kept comfortable with warm clothing, the cir-
culation will be equalized, and the blood will
remain healthy and pure, because it is not
chilled or hindered in its mnatural passage
through the system.”

The principle difficulty in the minds of
many, is in regard to the length of the dress.
Some will have it that ¢ the top of the boot,”
hasreferenceto the top of such hoots as are usu-
ally worn by men, which reach nearly to the
knce. Ifit was thc custom of women to wear
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such boots; then these perso:s should not be
blamed for professing to understagd the mat-
ter as they have; but as women generally do
not wear such boots, these persons have no
right to understand me ag they have pretended.
In order to show what I did mean, and
that there is a harmony in my Testimonies on
this subject, I will here give an extract from -
my manuscripts written about two years
since:— |
“ Since the article on dress has appeared in
‘How to Live,” there has been with some a
misunderstanding of the idea I wished to con-
vey. Some have taken the extreme meaning
of that. which I have written in regard to the
length of the dress of females, and have. evi-
dently had a very hard time over the matter.
'They have discussed the question of short-
ning the dress of females, with their distorted
.views of the matter, until their spiritual vision

- became so confused that they could only see

men as trees walking. They thought tiey
could see a contradiction in my article on
dress, recently published in. How to Live, and
that article on the same subject contained in
Testimony for the Church, No. 10. I must
contend that I am the best judge of the things
which have been presented before me in-vision;
and none need to have fears that I shall by
my life contradict my own testimony, or that
I shonld fail to notice any real contradiction
in the views given me., P

“In my article on dress, in How to Live, I
have tried to present a healthful, convenient,
economical, yet modest and becoming style of
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dress for Christian sisters to wear, if they
should c¢hoose so to do. I have tried, perhaps
imperfectly, to deseribe such a dress.. <The
dress should reach about to the top of the boot,
but should be short enough to clear the filth
of the side-walk and street without being rais-
ed by the hand.” Some have contended that
by the top of the boot, I meant to be under-
stood such high-topped boots as men usually
wear. But by ‘the top of the boot,” I de-
signed to be understood the top of a boot, or
gaiter shoe, usually worn by women. If I
had thonght I should have been misunderstood,
I would have written more definitely. If it
wag the custom for women to wear high-top-
ped boots like men,Icould see sufficient excuse
tor this misunderstanding. I think the lan-
guage is very plain as it now reads, and no
one need to be thrown into confusion. Please
read again: ‘The dress should reach’ some-
what below the top of the boot.” (Now look
at the qualification:) ‘But should be short
enough to clear the filth of the side-walk and
street, without being raised by the hand. A
still shorter dress than this would be proper,
convenient, and healthful for females, when
doing their house work, and especially, for
those women who are obliged to perform more
or less out-of-door labor.’

“J] can see no excuse for reasonable per-
sons’ misunderstanding and perverting my
meaning. In speaking of thelength of female
dress; if I had reference to high-topped boots
reaching nearly to the knee, why should I
add, ‘but the dress should be short enough to
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clear the filth of the side-walk and street, with-
out being raised by the hands? If high-top-
ped boots'were meant, the dress would most
certainly be short cnough to keep clear of the
filth of the streets without being raised, and
would ‘be sufficiently" short: for all working
purposes. Reports have been circulated that
¢ Sister White wears the American Costume,’
and 'that this style of dress is generally adopt-
ed and worn by.the sisters in Battle Creek.
I am here reminded of the saying, that ‘a lie
will go around the world while truth is put-
ting on his. boots.” One sister gravely told
me that she had received the idea that the
American Costume was to be adopted by the
Sabbath-keeping sisters, and if such a style of
dress should be enforced, she should not sub-
mit to it, for she never could bring her mind
.to:wear such a dress. -
“In regard to my wearing the short dress,
- I'would say, I have but-one short dress, which -
is not more than one finger’s length shorter-
than the dresses I usunally wear. Lhave worn
this short dress occasionally. .In thé winter I
rose early, and putting - on- my short .dress,
which did not require to be raised by"my hands
to keep it from draggling in the snow, I walk-
ed briskly from one to two miles before break-
fast. I have worn it several times to the Of-
fice, when obliged to walk through light snow,
or when it was very wet and muddy. Four
or five sisters of the Battle Creek churchhave
prepared for themselves a short dress to wear -
while doing their washing and house cleaning.
A short dress has not been worn in the streets

Tl



12

of the city of Battle Creek, and has never
been worn to meeting. My views were cal-
culated to correct the present fashion, the ex-
treme long dress, tralling upon the ground,
and also to correct the extreme short dress,
reaching about to the knees, which is worn
by a certain class. I was shown that we
should shun both extremes. By wearing the
dress reaching about to the top of a woman’s
gaiter boot, we shall escape the evils of the
extreme lonO' dress, and shall also shun the
evils and notor iety of the extreme short dress.

“I would advise those who prepare for them-
selves a short dress for working purposes, to
manifest taste and neatness in rrettmg up such
a_dress. Have it arranged to order, to fit
nicely the form. Even ifitis a wor klllﬂ' dress,
it should be made becoming, and should be
cut, after a pattern. Sisters when about their
work should not put on clothing which would
make them look like images £o frighten the
crows from the corn. It is more gratifying to
their husbands and children to see them in a
becoming, well-fitting, attire, than it can be to
merely visitors or strangers. Some wives and
mothers scem to think it is no matter how they
look when about their work, and when
they are scen only by their husb‘mds and
children; but they are very particular to
dress in taste for the eyes of those who have
no special claims upon them. Is notthe esteem
and love of husband and children more to be
prized than that of strangers, or common
friends? The happiness of husband and
children should be sacred to every wife and
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mother above all others. Christian sisters
should not at any time dress extravagantly,
but at all times dress as neat, modest, and
healthful, as their work will allow.”

The foregoing-described dress we believe to
be worthy of the name of Tue REFory SHORT
Dxess. It is being adopted at the Western
Health Reform Institute, and by some of the
sisters at Battle. Creek, and other places,
where the matter is properly set before them.
In wide contrast with this modest dress is the
.so-called “ American Costume,” resembling
very nearly the dress worn by men. It con-
sists of a dress resembling a coat, vest, and
pants. This dress reaches about half way
from the hip to the knee. This dress I have
opposed from what has been shown me, which
is in harmony with the word of God; while
the other I have recommended as modest,
comfortable, convenient, and healthful.

Another reason which I have to offer to you,
my dear brethren and sisters, as an apology
for calling your attention again to the subject
of female dress, is that not one in twenty of
my sisters, who profess to believe the Tcstimo-
nies, have taken the first step in the Dress
Reform. It may be said that sister W hite gen-
erally wearsher dressesin publiclonger than the
dress she recommends to others. To this I
reply, When I visit a place to speak to the
people, where the subject is new and preju-
dice cxists, T think it best to be careful and
not cut oft’ the ears of the people by wearing
a dress which would be objectionable to them.
But when I have brought the subject before
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them, and fully explained my position, I then
appear before them in the Reform Dress, 1l-
lustrative of my teachings.

As to the matter of wearing hoops, the re-
form in dress has got entirely out of sight of
them. It cannot usc them. And it is alto-
gether too late to talk about wearing hoops,

large or small. . My position upon the hoop
" question is precisely what it ever has been,
and I.hope not to be held responsible for what.
others may say on this subject, or for the course
pursued by those who put on hoops. I pro-
test against the perversions of my private con-
versations on this subject, and ask that what
I have written and published be regarded as
my settled position.

OUR MINISTERS,

Ix the vision given me in Rochester, N.Y.,
Deec. 25, 1865, I was shown that a most sol-
emn work was before us. Its importance and
magnitude are not realized. As I marked the
indifference which was everywhere apparent,
I was alarmed for ministers and people.
There scemed to be a paralysis upon the
cause of present truth. The work of God
seemed stayed. Ministers and people are un-
prepared for the time m which they live, and
nearly all who profess to believe present truth
are unprepared to understand the work of
preparation for this time. In their present
state of worldly ambition, and their lack of
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consecration to God, their devotion to self,
their own selfish interests characterizing their
lives, - they are wholly unfitted to receive
the latter rain, and having done all to stand
against the wrath of Satan and his inventions
to cause them to make shipwreck of faith, by
first fastening upon them some pleasing self:
deception.  They think they are all right

when they are all wrong. - '

Ministers and people must make greater ad-
vancement in the work of reform. They
should commence without delay to correct
their wrong habits of eating, drinking, dress-
ing, and working. I saw that quite a num-
ber of the ministers were not awake upon this
important subject. -Ministers are not all
where God would have them. The result is,
with some there is but little frnit of their la-
bors. Ministers are not safe from Satan’s
temptations. They are the very ones that
Satan will seek to ensnare. If he can suc-
ceed in lulling one minister to carnal security,
and by thus doing divert his mind from the
work, or deceive him with regard to his own
true condition before God, he has accomplish-
ed much. Ministers should be ensamples to
the flock of God. '

I saw that the cause of God was not pro-
gressing as it might, and as it should. Min-
isters fail to take hold of the work with that
devotion, decided perseverance and energy,
which the importance of the work demands.
They have a vigilant adversary to contend
with, whose diligence and perseverance is un-
tiring.  The feeble effort of ministers and peo-
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ple can bear no comparison with those of
their adversary, the Devil.  On one side they
are battling for right, and have the help of
God and holy angels. They should be strong
and valiant, and wholly devoted to the cause
in which they are engaged, having no sepa-
rate interest. They should not be entangled
with the things of this life, that “they may
please Him who hath chosen them to be sol-
diers.”

On the other side, Satan and his angels
with all his agents on carth, arc making every
cffort, using every deviee, to advance error
and wrong, to cover up their hideousness and
deformity with a pleasing garb. —Selfishness,
hypoerisy, and cvery species of deception, he
clothes with a garment of apparent truth and
righteousness. e triwmphs in his success,
even with ministers and people who profess to
understand his wiles.  The greater distance
they keep from their great Leader, Jesus
Christ, the less they are like bhim in character,
and the more close is their resemblance in life
and character to the servants of their great
adversary, and the more sure is he of them at
last. While they profess to be servants of
Christ, they ave servants of sin.

Ministers have received their wages, and
some have their minds too much on their wa-
ges. They labor for wages, and lose sight of
the sacredness and importance of the work.

Some become neglectful and slack in their
labor, pass over the ground, and are weak
and unsuccessful in their efforts.  Thelr
hearts are not in the work. The theory of
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truth is clear. Many of them had no part in
searching out this truth by hard study and
earnest prayer, and have had no experience of
its preciousness and value, by being com-
pelled to sustain their positions on the truth
against the opposition of its enemies. They
do not see the necessity of preserving a spirit
of entire consecration to the work. Their in-
terest is divided between themselves and the
work.

I saw that before the work of God can
make any decided progress, ministers must be
converted. They will, when converted, place
less estimate upon wages, but far more value
upon the important, sacred, solemn work which
they have accepted at the hand of God to
perform, and which he requires them to do
faithfully and well, as those who must render
to him a strict account. A faithful record is
daily made by the recording angels of all their
works.  All their acts, and even the intents
and purposes of the heart, stand faithfully re-
vealed. Ngthing is hid from the all-seeing
eye of “Him with whom we have to do.”
Those who have thrown their whole energies
into the cause of God, and feel that the work
of God is a part of them, and have ventured out
and have invested something in this all-sacred
work, will labor not merely for wages. They
will not be eye-servants, and scek to please
themselves, but conscerate themselves and all
their interests to this solemn work.

Some in their public labors with the church-
es are in danger of making mistakes from a
lack of thoroughness. It is for the interest of

(2]
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ministers and God’s cause that they should
search closely, try their -motives, and be cer-
tain to divest themselves of selfishness; and
watch, that while they preach straight truths
to others they do not fail to live by the same
rule. Let not Satan substitute something else
for the dcep heart work. They should be
thorough with themselves, and with the cause
of God, lest they should work for wages and
losc sight of the high, important, and exalted
character of the work. They should not let
self rule instead of Jesus Christ.  DBe careful,
and not say to the sinner in Zion, “It shall
be well with him,” when God has pronounced
a curse upon him.

Ministers must arouse and manifest life,
zeal, and a devotion to the work, that they
have for (uite a length of  time been almost
strangers to, because they have failed to walk
with God. The cause of God in many places
is not improving. Soul work is needed. The
people are overcharged with surfeiting and
drunkenness, and the cares of thielife.  They
arc entering deeper and deeper into a spirit
of worldly enterprise.  They are ambitious to
get gain.  Spirituality and devotion are rare
things. The spirit that prevails is to work,
work, to accumulate and add to that which they
already possess. What will be the end of
these things, was the burden of my inquiry.

Conference meetings have amounted to
nothing lasting. Those who attend the meet-
“ings carry their spirit of enterprise with them.
Ministers and people frequently bring their
merchandise to these large gatherings, and



